


from the 

PALE BLUE BEANY 
HAT with navy glider 

£6.50 
MUG 

Navy blue with. 
"\ GL\O\NG" des\gn

KEYRING £5.50Glider in mountain design 

TIES Navy blue with "PU LLI NG 
noW back in stock at POSI,TIVE" design, L & XL 

£7.50 incl. £8.00 

Order online @ www.gliding.co.uk or Tel: 0116 2531051 

£1.25 

NEWT SHIRTS 

http:www.gliding.co.uk


--

The magazine of the 

British Gliding Association 


June - July 2002 

Volume 53 No 3 


Editor: Helen Evans 

7 Ollney Road. Minchinhampton, 

Stroud, Gloucestershire, GL6 9BX 


tel : 01453 889580 

email : helen@sandg.dirconco.uk 


The editor always likes hearing from you, but if it's 
about adverts or subs you need 10 call 0116 253 1051 

Deadlines 

August - September 2002 

Articles June 11 

Letters June 11 

Club News June 11 

Advertisements June 25 

Classifieds July 1 


October - November 2002 

Articles August 13 

Letters August 13 

Club News August 13 

Advertisements August 23 

Classifieds September 2 


Publisher 

British Gliding Association 


(email: bga@gliding.co.uk) 


Advertising in S&G: Debbie Carr 

(email : debbie@gliding.co.uk) 


Subscribing to S&G: Beverley Russell 

(email: bever1ey @gliding.co.uk) 


Kimberley House, Vaughan Way 

LEICESTER LE1 4SE 


tel: 0116 253 1051 fax: 0116 2515939 

www.g/iding.co.uk 

© British Gliding Association 2002 

All lights reserved. Views expr.essed herein are not 

necessarlty those of the AssOCiation or the Editor 


S&G annual subscription: £21.00 in UK 

US $45 for airmail ; $35 for surface mail 


34 

39 

Brirains international results show that working together in the air 
pays dividends. And this extends to your theffnallechnique. See 
p22 for Simon Ad/flrd's tiPS (Neil Lawson, leff. and AI Greensmilh 
in a Grab Twin Aero til: Ihe while planes picture co) 

Flight test: Lambada 18 
Jochen Ewald tries out a 
Czech microlight motorglider 
that's both a tourer 
and a soarer 

How to join thermals22 
In the first of a series of articles 
on thennalling and lookout, 
Simon Adlard explains 
how and why to get your 
thermal entry right 

Soaring hotspots26 
A web-based map that shows 
you where to find thermals? 
S&G investigates this new 
bl'ainchild of American pilot 
Jim Conger 

Diamonds and Dali clouds 

Ian Dunkley, Paul Bramley 

and Robert Danewid describe 

the great wave soarin g that 

pilots in ScandinJvia enjoyed 

ea rlier this year 


Confront the unknown 

Perhaps, as John Bridge 

suggests, you cou ld achieve 

more by Jllowing curios ity 

to overcome fear 


, Member of ttle 

Royal Aero Club 


and the 


4-5 
7 

12 

13 

14 
16 

24 

28 
32 

44 

46 

49 

51 

53 
54 

61 

62 

63 

63 
64 

66 

Federation Aeronautique Internationale 

News 

Your letters 

The B.... r Two; Oavid lones; 

T. lITanl Hocking; Ann W leh; 

Peter HeJrne; Graham Ivlorr is; 

Rug~ ro Aneilintl i; jJck Ilarri50n; 

Keith urcombe; Kevin Smith; 

Wally Kahn; Chris Hughes; 

Geoii Moore. John Briggs 


BGA Technical News 

BGA Development News 

Reviews 

Tailfeathers by Platypus 

The way to winch 

That was the worst moment 

A nightmare on tow 

Catching the wave 

Gliding Gal/ery 

Classic 30,OOOft in a cu-nim 

Go fly a kite? 

Club News 

Club Focus: Needwood Forest 

Obituaries; BGA Badges 

Turbo tips 

A good way to become a prat 

AccidenUincident summaries 

Classifieds 

Advertisers' index 

http:www.g/iding.co.uk
http:gliding.co.uk
mailto:debbie@gliding.co.uk
mailto:bga@gliding.co.uk
mailto:helen@sandg.dirconco.uk


~News. 

From the 8G,A Chairman 

I HAVE just b een to one of th e furthes t 
o utposts of the Briti sh g liding fraternity 
- SeJhawk G at the Royal Naval Air StJ tion, 
Culdrose, in Cornwall. It is beyo nd Falmouth 
and nea rl y at Pen za nee: a long WJY fro m my 
home in the Cotswolds ,lnd even furth er from 

Leiceste r. My colleague Richard Yerburgh a lso 
v isited th e Corn ish GC at Perranporth o n the 
north Corni sh COJst in March. 

I w as g iven a marve llous w e lcome by the 
sma ll but enthusi as ti c group of pilots at 
Sea hawk, w ho operate at weekends of( the 
smooth ta rmac with v iews towJrds the sea o n 
both sides. I w as luc ky to 1Jt' there on a day 
when the th ermals w ere popping offshore as 
well as over the IJ nd. With g lor ious coastal 
sce nery including 5t r\;\icha e l's Mount visibl e 
frOIll the ir Super Dilllona tug, I WJS trea ted to 

a different g liding exp erience to Illy usual air
borne trip , round the centre o f EnglJncl o r the 
W e lsh border countrv. 

Th e \\'~eke ncl wa~ an illustration of th e 
d iversity 01 experi ence o ne can get in g li d in g 
in the UK. H erl' is a sma ll c lub with clbout 

';0 m embers, Irawn tro lll both the Roya l 
Navy as well as th e c ivi li.Jn p opul ation, that is 
we ll equ ipped, w II o rganised, iriendl y and 

in a love ly part ot the country, operating 
viably and having a grea t clea l o f fun desp ite 
the o bvious disadva ntages fo r c ross-countri es 

o f be ing so close to the sea. 
H ere I learned at f i rst hand how the delib

erations of th e I3CA instru ctor comillunity 

concerning in struc tor qua lifications can affec t 
a club where rea lly exp ' ri enced pil o ts w ho 
w ant to become a Bas ic Instructo r (8 1) Illay 
have to wa i t yea rs before th ya re in the ri ght 
pl ace at th e right tilll e 10 get the ir 50klll " up 
cOlliltr)' '' . They ca n be profic ient ,l t loca l soar
ing and flyin g up to Perranporth and back, but 
no t further dfie ld to gJ in th at e lusive Sil ver 
distance. The 5ea hawk c lub wa nted to know 

if the I3GA would consider introd uc ing two 
levels of 131 - in effect a " loca l" qualificatio n, 
relevant to thl' member's own club env iro n

m ent - with the princ ip,, 1 ,lIld ex isting qualifi

cation be in g a " n ational " Iii. N ow I am no t 
saying at thi s stage wheth er that is possible or 
acceptabl e - it wi II have to be considered in 

the proper W"ly - but m y purpose in re la ting 
thi s is to demonstrate that the Executive 
COlllmittee, in m ak ing vis its to m ember c lubs 
and listening to the ir p arti cu lar concern s, is 
able to keep its ea r to the grou nd and rece ive 
representations first hane!. 

None of us has the prerogative to think w e 
are a lways right o r indeed right at any 
mOlllent in time, and although our polici es, 

guide lines, rul es and regulations have grown 
up from Illany yea rs' co ll ec tive w isdolll and 
exper ience, there is al ways room for new 

ideas that shou ld be aired and subjec ted to 
scrutinv. 

At Culclrose there were sonp 20 topi cs 
raised, most 01 w hich I was abl e to provide 
answers 10. In them there were sOllle sensible 
proposals that the Execut ive w ill consider 

seri o usly. 
So, w ith we ll over 20 clubs v isited by the 

Executive since we sta rted the programme last 
O c tobe r, I am hoping we shall acce lerate the 
program m e to compl ete Illos t UK c lubs by the 
tim e of th e next ACM in February 2003. 

Oh, and by the w ay I can thoroughl y 
recommend a visit to Cu ldrose - i t's a long 
way, but worth it and vis ito r are ve ry 

welcome provided they conta c t the c lub 
b eforehand (see BCA website or th e clu b Illap 
in the April-May S&C for contact detJils) so 
th at RN Culdrose security ca n be bri efed. 
Equall y, I understa nd frolll Ri c h ard thJt 
Perranporth, a civilian a irfie ld, very Illuc h 

we lcom es v isitors, wh o ca n l 'xper ie nce 
exci ting cliff-ed ge soaring when the w ind is 
o n-shore. So for th ose of you wi thin striking 

distance, how about a long weekencl enj oyi ng 
some diffe re nt scenery ilt one of our Illeillber 
c lubs nea r the far reaches of the UK! 
David Roberts 
Chairman, British Gliding Association 
April 18, 2002 
d.g.roberts@lineone.net 

IGC announces change of venue for 2003 World Championships 
THE InternalionaJ Glidmg Commission's (IGC) Presiden/, Tor 

Johannessen. wrlles; "In April 2002. the IGC President and 

Vice-President B"an Spreckley met with the organiSing 
committee lor the 2003 Wo~d Gliding Championships at Rieti. 
During the mauling. serious flaws in the preparations lor the 

preparatory event (scheduled for August 2002) became 
evident: there was no functioning Championship director: no 

information bulletins had been sent out no invitations had been 

sent out: no website was established tor the event; and no sys~ 

tem for entering the contest had been established. 
Consequently. National Aero Clubs had no possibility to 

enter teams in the eve nt and many are now unable to make 

arrangements to do 50, 

It IS an IGCrequirement that the NAC awarded aWGC shall 
organise a Preparatory Contest one year ahead of the WGC. 
This is to prove that the organi5JnQ slaff is proficient and that 

the participants have the possibility to acquaint themselves 
with the conditions locally and in Ihe contest area. The contest 

shall as far as possible be run under the same rules and 
conditions and at the same time of the year as the main event 

As the local condi tions In Aieli due to the mountainous 

terrain are quite special. the preparatory contest is believed to 
be of greater importance than in venues with flal terrain. 

The absence of a preparatory event wilh the possibility 

for the competitors to get acquainted in the area significan tly 
aHeet the chances of the 2003 WGC being a fair con test . 
competitors unacquainted with the area will suffer a signif icant 

disadvantage. 
Based on Ihe lack of preparations for the 2002 Preparatory 

Contest. the IGC Bureau has decided that the venue for the 
World Gliding Championships In 2003 Will be moved to Leszno 
in Poland instead of Rieli in Italy." 

STOP PRESS 
THE following items were on the agenda for the 
BGA Executive Committee's meeting on May 1, 
and notified to S&G the fottowing day. For more 
details, where indicated, ptease see the BGA 
website on wwwgliding.co.uk 

Junior membership subscriptions 
FOLLOWtNG debate at last October's Chairmen's 
Conference, the Executive has decided to 
introduce a lower-cost Junior membersh ip category 

for the purposes of clubs' subscriptions. at 50 per 
cent of the futt adutt rate . For this purpose Juniors 
will be club members under 21 , Further information 

on the proposed cha nge will be going to club 
chairmen in the near future . including the proposed 
imptementation timescale. 

TV exposure for gliding? 
THE BGA is negotiating with a TV production 

company for coverage of a gliding club to be 
featured for 10 minutes on a Sky Sports 
programme focusing on "minority" sports, to be 

shown in the autumn (we·tt advise if successful 
and when it will be shown). Negotiations for globat 
cove rage of gliding are also ongoing with a Hong 

Kong based TV production company, run by 
people who have taken up gliding (in Australia 
and New Zealand . not Hong Kong!) and who have 

been "hooked". 

Instructor renewal requirements 
FOLLOWING extensive consultation and debate. 
the Instructors ' Committee has made fresh 
recommendations. which have been accepted by 
the Executive, for currency requirements for 
instructor renewal with effect from the flying year 
comme ncing October 2002 (ie: renewals October 

2003). By the time you read this , full details witt 
have been published on the BGA website and in a 
CFts' newsletter (and will be supplied for the 

next S&G) . The intention is that these new 
requ irements witt remain for at least three years 
from next October. unless there is a Significant and 

compelling reason for reviewing them. 

Changes in medical standards 
ANY changes in medical standards for glider pilots 
are stitt in abeyance pending finalisation of the 
NPPL medical standards. 

Replacement for BGA motorglider 
THE BGA has ordered a replacement for the 

10-year-otd Fatke that is used for instructor 
courses and coaching operations. The new Falke 
is expected in October. 

National PPL draws closer 
PROVIDED that the parliamentary process of 
changes to the Air Navigation Order goes without 
a hitch, the new Nationat Private Pilot's Licence 
(NPPL) will be implemented in July .. This will be 
of benefit to those wanting to fly motorgtiders. 
self-launching sailplanes and tugs. Fu tt detatts 
01 the NPPL witt be available through the 

BGA office from the implementation date, and on 
the BGA website. 
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CALISTOGA Gliderport in the USA - its hangar stacked high with barrels - is clearly where the party 's going to 

be. Has someone started up an Overseas Junior Nationals? (Photo: David Roberts) 

Dates for your d-ary 

Overseas Championships Spain 13 May-24 May 

Nalional Aerobalic Champs Sail by 30 May-2 Jun 

Nalional Vinlage GC Rally Tibenham 1 Jun-9 Jun 

Turbo/seli-Iaunch Bidford 15 Jun- 23 Jun 

Slandard Class Nalionals Pocklinglon 22 Jun- 30 Jun 

Popular Flying Assoc Rally Cranlield 21 Jun- 23 Jun 

Vinlage & Classic Rally Camphill 22 Jun- 28 Jun 

Whispering Wardrobes Rally Booker 29 Jun-30 Jun 

Euroglide Europe 23 Jun-6 Jul 

Euro Aerobatics Champs Germany 1 Jul-26 Jul 

Europeans Hungary 6 Jul- 27 Jul 

Regionals Lasham 6 Jul-14 Jul 

VGC Rendezvous Rally Germany 12 Jul-19 Jul 

Internalional Air Tattoo Fairlord 20 Jul-21 Jul 

30lh Inlernalional VGC Rally Germany 20 Jul- 27 Jul 

Competition Enterprise Norlh Hill 20 Jul-27 Ju l 

Regionals Hus BO$ 27 Jul-4 Aug 

Regionals Nympslield 27 Jul-4 Aug 

Regionals SUlion Bank 27 Jul-4 Aug 

15-Melre Nali onals Gransden 27 Jul-4 Aug 

Inter-Services Reg-Ionals Cosiord 3 Aug-II Aug 

Teams and training 
THE BGA coaching programme has exposed 
pilots (Luke Rebbeck, Sarah Steinberg, John 
Tanner and Leigh Wells) to mountain soaring 
this year at Saint Auban, France; it has also 
taken Juniors (Jess Pennant, Matt Cook, 
George Green, Richard Garner, Andy Perkins 
and Anna Wells) and squad (Peter Masson, 
Richard Hood, Afandi Darlington, Paul 
Fritche, Dave Allison and Mike Young) to train 
at Ontur in Spain, Teams for this year 's 
international contests are: Club Class Worlds 
(after voting) , Pete Masson (who qualifies as 
Champion), Richard Hood, Afandi Darlington 
and Paul Fritche; European Championships 
(as a result of the 2001 British Nationals) 
Standard Class , Mike Young and David 
Allison ; 15-Metre Class , Steve Jones (who 
qualifies as Champion), AI Kay and Dave 
Watt; 18-Metre Class, Jay Rebbeck; Open 
Class - Russell Cheetham and Pete Harvey 

June - July 2002 

Club Class Worlds Germany 10 Aug-24 Aug 

Club and 18m Nalionals Lasham 10 Aug- 18 Aug 

Regionals Dunslable 17 Aug-25 Aug 

Two·Sealer Comp Pocklinglon 18 Aug- 25 Aug 

Slingsby Rally Yorkshire 24 Aug- l Sep 

Open Class Nalionals Tibenham 24 Aug- l Sep 

Regionals Tibenham 24 Aug-l Sep 

Regionals Booker 24 Aug-l Sep 

Junior Championships Hus Bas 31 Aug--8 Sep 

Sallby Open Champs (Aeros) Sallby 7 Sep--8 Sep 

Mountain Soaring Comp Deeside Sep 2-Sep 8 

Provisional UK Nationals dates for 2003' 

Overseas May 19- 30 

Open Class Jul 12- 20 

Siandard Class Jul 26-Aug 3 

Club Class Aug 9- 17 

l8-Metre Aug 9- 17 

15-Melre Aug 23- 31 

Junior Championsh ips Aug 30-Sep 7 

"These dates are subject to confirma tion in the coming months 

The BGA club map 
OUR apologies to members of Fulmar GC 
and those of Newark & Notts GC for errors 
in the listing accompanying the club map 
published in the last S&G (p33)_ 

Fulmar GC, which is co-located with 
Highland GC at Easterton in Scotland, was 
omitted from the list but can be reached 
c/o David Brown, at 10 Mannachie Rise, 
Forres, Moray, Scotland, IV36 2US 
tel: 01309 676660 
email: 010880Bb@student.gla.ac.uk 

The phone number for Newark & Notts GC 
is: 01636707151 

Since the map was published, Turweston 
GC has merged with Shenington GC, and 
Devon & Somerset GC at North Hill has a 
new web address: www,dsgc,co_ukl 

DAVID Masson, the 35-year-old brother of 
current Club Class World Champion Peter 
set the new British 300km O/R speed record 
at 107km/h in mid-April , and then went out 
the following day and did a 750km badge 
flight at just over 1 OOkm/h. The record flight 
took him to Honiton in Devon and back 
while the 750km was via Doncaster, 
Popham, Watford Gap and Lasham, Both 
flights await BGA ratification. 

BROOKLANDS Museum is running ''Wings 
Around the World, an exhibition supported 
by Shell , about Polly Vacher's 2001 round
the-world flight in a single-engined Piper 
Dakota, which raised more than £160 ,000 
for charity. The event runs until late 2003. 

NEW Zealander Terry Delore's 1465.7km in 
an LS-6C on March 1 on South Island has 
made him the first holder of the FAI 1250km 
diploma (www.glidingmagazine.com) 

OWING to business commitments, Jonathan 
Mills has had to stand down as chairman of 
the BGA Safety Committee, and has been 
replaced by former Chief Accident 
Investigator and current BGA Executive 
member John Hoskins. The other BGA sub
committees are chaired by: Max Bacon 
(Development); John Bradley (Technical) ; 
Ron Bridges (Competitions and Awards) ; 
Marilyn Hood (Communications and 
Marketing) ; Patrick Naegeli (Strategic 
Planning and Finance) ; Bob Pettifer 
(Instructors); David Roberts (Staff and 
Admin) and Carr With all (Airspace). 

THE Guild of Aviation Artists ' 32nd annual 
exhibition is moving to the Mall Galleries in 
London_ The event, from July 23-27, is 
expected to include 350 paintings selected 
on May 12, including a special collection to 
commemorate the 60th anniversary of RAF 
Bomber Command. (www.gava.org.uk) 

JACQUES Noel, who featured in our last 
issue (Master of the mountains, April-May 
2002, p48) is now located at La Motte du 

Caire in the French Alps , where he has 

been appointed CFI. He can be reached on 

00 33 4 92 68 35 11. 


WINNER of the BGA 1000 Club Lottery's 

March draw was BA Bateson (£48_00). 

Runners-up (each winning £9.60) were : 

TG Hobbis; M Slatford , Mrs G hlodds ; 

P Molloy and CB Golding . The April winner 

was L Mundy (£47.75) , willl runners-up 

(each winning £9 .55): MW Cater ; K Olpin ; 

SA Southam; RS Maxwell-Fendt and 

A Dukelow 
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Gen ral AVIation Safety Award 

winner IS 
Do you know anyone within he General AViation 
communit who e 9 n h p h v rt d 
senou mcident or po Ibly fatal accid ,t during 20027 

Th·a ne, 
airman" I 

IVI to £I 'I li n 
rd r 

omOna ion orm for CA afety Aw rd 2002 

Nom n 'seo 

Bri f detL i1s of reason for nommatJon' 

Your Contact Detalls~ J 
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Your letters 

B****r B****r 
PLAT'S recent articl on new approaches to 
task-setting (A Scenic Ladder?, February
March, p 16) struck a chord with the under
ground at that nameless club in the south of 
England, where we have been planning (i n 
secret) an altemative to BGA tumpoints. His 
ideas about lighthouses and mountains Clre 
interesting, but th ere Men't many in this part 
of th e country, and we only have short wings. 
Our suggestions are: 
Roman towns: from " Didcot" via Cirencester 
-G lou cester- \l\Iorces ter-A Icester-Towces ter
Bicester (score double). 
Cheeses: perhaps more su ited to Wales and 
the north of England; the best we cou ld do 
from "Did .ot" would be Stilton-Derby, or 
Gloucester ou t-a nd-return twi ce, for a 
Double Gloucester. 
In-the/on-the: for example, Bourton on the 
Water-Stow on the Wold-Stratford upon Avon 
-Hinton in the Hedges. It would make th e 
radio call s so interesting. 
local universities: Oxiord-Caillbridge-Miiton 
Keynes. 
Prohibited areas: this tJsk would have to be 
declared by lat and long co-ordinates only, 
and not mentioned to the eFI. 
Word chains: for eXJ mpl e, l3Jsingstoke-Stoke 
Mand ville, or Lee k v\loolton-Wolton under 
Edge-Edgeh ill. 
Saints: especially for pilots in East Anglia, 
where every village seems to be named for 
a sa int. 
Games: except that the only ones on the map 
are Badillinton-Rugby. 

For pilots of a competitive nature, some of 
these tasks would be a {air distance, long 
enough to t<ilk about in the bar afterwards. 

We have yet to declare a task of this kind, 
for fea r of being deemed not to be taking 
things seriou sly. But now you have aired the 
issue we may be bold enough to try. 
The B****r Two (name and email address 
inadvertently supplied) 

Something fishy 
I EN LOSE an extract from my latest 
Ameri 3n Express statement (see below). It is 
one of the usual advertising plugs, but seems 
to have suffered some degree of chaos at the 
printers. I wonder quite what readers picture 
in th ei r mind's eye, when reading thi s' 
David Jones, DOVER, Kent 

Solo age 
I always read SlVC and am always anxious to 
see if there is <l ny news on the solo ilge being 
lowered. For ,1 while now this subject has not 
been mentioned in th e magazine. I believe 
they should lower the solo Jge as it would 
encourage more young people to take up thi s 
cool sport. I am 15 yeJrs old and have 
already been gliding for over two years. I am 

a pi lot of solo standard, yet beca use of my 
age I am being held back frolll improving my 
skills. I hilve been told by instructors I fly with 
that they wish I could go solo and free up the 
two-s aters for other ab initios. If the solo age 
was lowered to 14 or 15, I believe many more 
young people would take up this sport and 
stick with it. By the time people reJch 16 they 
want to go out clubbing ,md partying not 
standing on a cold airfield in th e middle of 
nowhere, which is why you need to bring 
them in young so they get hooked like I did. 

From m}' personal experience it can be 
hard to remain motivated and stick with the 
sport when you can 't progress any further due 
to age restrictions and where Jbility is not 
taken into consideration. 
Tarrant Hocking, CHIPPENHAM, Wiltshire 

Can you identify this? 
I HAVE been asked if I can identify th e source 
of the badge illustrated (right). The considered 
opinion so far is th,lt it is a British badge, 
probab ly dating from around 1928 to 1934. 
NGA could stand for the NationJI or Norfolk 
or Northampton, etc Gliding Association. 
Volas cum cura is Latin for "Speed with 
Safety" , and Britain is more likely to use LJtin 
than other Engl ish-spea king countries. 
Interesting' Ca n you help? 
Ann Welch, FARNHAM, Surrey 

April weather 
SITTING in iln apparent Buchan 's Third Cold 
Spell (April 2002) m,lkes me wonder whether 
we could identify the loca tion of the fi eld in 
which Philip Wills landed at St Austell at the 
end of the first UK 300km on 30 April 1938 . 
And if so, could we imitate the early balloon
ists of the 18th Century and put some small 
plaque there? And if we could achieve those 
objectives how about trying for a commemo
rative repeat run from, say, Dunstable next 
time amund? Any type of glider acceptable 
but vintage would be preferred. 
In hope. 
Peter Hearne, via email 

Instructor and pupil safety 
MIKE Cohler 's response to my recent article 
(Accidents and instructors, April-May 2002 , 
p52), whilst containing accurate points, 
doesn 't address the main point. He, as with 
many objec tors to re <J listic instructor minima, 
completely disrega rds the benefit to the 
pupils. In fact his article does not mention the 
pupil's safety at all' 

Obviously Mike is correct in saying that if 
instructors do more flying, they will suffer 
more accidents. However, he agrees that 
accident rate redu ces with more fl yi ng, and 
therefore by implic<J tion that the risk per hour 
or launch for pupils must be less with higher 
currency instructors. 

r---------------------------------, ffi 

~ 
<T> 

r g 
<0 or 
5. 

If you recognise this drawing please let us know. See 

Can you identify this? (left). Actual diameter: 7/Bin 

I apo logise if that lllC'ssclge, or that 
advocate realistic instructor minim,l to dssist 
in ensuring all instructors arc both safe and 
effective from the pupil's point of view, WdS 
not obvious irom my articles. 

As for better analysis, by whatever method, 
I'm all in favour. 
Graham Morris, YATE, Bristol 

Lust for freedom 
I WAS travelling through Namibia and 
Botswana when my path brought me to 
Tsumeb, a small mining village in the middle 
of nowhere. Everywhere it had strong, 
evident German roots. 

111e smdll museum is well ca red-for, local 
ethnography being the principal po int of 
interest, along with some items that are 
representative of moments in local history. 

Behind protective glass, there was the 
debris of WW2 (which touched even these 
faraway lands, brothers fighting each other 
under opposing fl ags and on distant fronts) 
and a few objects belonging to the prisoners 
of the local camp, closed in 1947. 

My attention was drawn by one of these 
otherwise common items: an ornament, 
about 1.5 in long, skilfully cut from a bone. 
In the ova l shape, the artist had created the 
silhouette of two gliders, therm'liling under 
a healthy cumulus . The lower glider has beau
tiful gull wings, the spar and ribs crafted to 
perfection. 

It may well be it Minimocl, a glider pilot's 
drea m of the Thirties. 

I was touched, and my curiosity about thi s 
gliding icon grew every day. Back at home, 
I couldn't stop thinking Jbout it, and sta rted 
up a correspondence with the museum. 

It turned out that the arti st had been a 
German worker, Herr Kasdorf, w ho had 
brought gliding to Namibia. He st<Jrted his 
ilying ca reer in Lucleritzbucht with a Grunau 
Baby, then moved to South Africa, where he 
started J gliding club in Genniston. 

As the war exploded in 1939, he was 
impri soned, as were all German immigrants. >

A SALMON AND PASTA DELIGHT FROM INVERAWE SMOKEHOUSES Fancy a flight? 
Redeem for a deliCiously simple combination of 2 x 130g of Potted See Something 
Smoked Salmon and 250g of Basil & Garlic Pasta. Just fold the salmon fishy, above left. 
in a modern dual controlled glider, with the chance to take control. for details 
simple and scrumptious 3,250 points (Code 1 02419) . Valid to 31105/02 
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Your letters 

~ During those eight yea rs in the prison camp 

he took a degree in engineering, and learned 
to cut beautiful jewels out oi the bones he 
stole from the kitchen garbage. 

I have imagined him staring ilt the magnifi
cent African sky, cloud streets lea ding to the 
horizon, behind th e barbed-vvire fen ce. This 
lust for freedom was cut into bone, while he 
spent many years in jail. His desire for flying 
is distilled in the small jewel, which was then 
donated to the museum by his son. 

There's a happy ending. Herr Kasdorf was 
able to return to his wife and child, who 
was only five months old when they were 
separated. Th y moved to Tsumeb i n the 
Fifties, but he gave ur gliding for lack of 
opportunities in the area. Once again, he 
must have been staring at the sky. And from a 
long distance in time and space, I thank him 
for th e emotions he gave me. 
Ruggero Ancillotti 
Reprin ted with th,> permisSion o{Volo a Veld. the italian 

gliding rnagazinc, clnd translated by A/do cfIl czLi 

The last word on T-21 s 
AT an RAFGSA club in the Sixties, I was 
instructing from the left seat. At th e top of the 
launch, potential disaster. 

The con trol columns on a T-21 are inter
connected via a crosswis' rod and thence to 
the elevators and ailerons. 

There was a structural failure (metal fatigue) 
where my control column was attached to 
this rod . I had lost aileron control, although I 
still had elevators. I had to usc the stick in the 
right seat. My hand inevitably was between 
the thighs of the young lady I was instructing. 
Fortunately, political correctness and sexual 
harassment had not been invented in those 
days! 

In the pub that evening, I was relating th e 
story about where I had to put my hand. One 
young man quipp d that whenever he flew 
with Air Commodore "X" - the S nior Oificer 
- he always did this l 

Jack Harrison, via email 
I think this a 'iare point to decla re the correspondence 

clo,ed. Thank you to everyone who has written ill - Ed 

More on survival 
THE excellent advice from Eddie Pratt in the 
February-March issue (Would you survive? 
p61) raises a few questions. 

My mobile rhon e might not be able to 
receive calls in th back of beyo nd, but it 
certainly continues to transmit a powerful 
UHF signal periodically while seeking cell 
contact. In standby mode, th e battery is good 
for a few days. Are Search and Rescue aircraft 
equipped to use thi s signal for location 
purposes? It has a jack at the base for charg
ing purposes. Could thi s be used to power a 
satellite beacon? Something ior th boffins to 
ponder. 

Unused torch ba tteries have a habit of 
going flat. A glider outlanding in the wilder
ness may well have enough power left to run 
a penlight bulb for many hours. A 12V lead
lamp made irom a torch reflector and fitted 
with crocodile clips, to be stowed in the 
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See A lust for freedom on the previous page for the 

story behind this carving 

emergency pack, might be a good idea. 
If the S&R aircraft is using infra-red and 

detecting the heat of the lamr, may we take it 
that fancy LED lamps are of less use than old
fashioned bulbs? 

jon,lthan Mills' piece on safety (Our Smart 
Weapons? February-March 2002, p62) would 
have been more impress ive had the holes in 
the cheese been in the ri ght pl ace. The truth is 
there are TWO factors involved in the thi ng 
we call risk. These are risk (of fai lure) and the 
consequences (of failure). Both of these have 
to be weighed separately when deciding 
whether a risk is worth taking. 

A false rerception of any particular ri sk is 
simply a fJilure to recognise and evaluate 
these factors. 

We can fit them nea tl y into a circle divided 
into four, with risk diminishing from left to 
right, and consequences diminishing from 
top to bottom: 

Catastrophic consequences 

High good 
risk ot --+---t---+-- chance of 
failure success 

Consequences of no significance 

The aim of training must surely be to 
encourage pilots to recognise and eva luJte 
the factors in vo lved and to take J sensible risk 
only when the likely outcome justifies it. 
Easi Iy overdone, th e Swiss Cheese model tri es 
to protect fools from their own foll y while 

making criminals out of those who are 
capable of exercising their own judgement 
a perf ct bureaucrat 's paradise. 
Keith Nurcombe, RUGBY, Warwickshire 

Talebatteries 
WITH reference to Plat's recent articl e 
(Batteries not included, April-May 2002, p16) 
regarding the use of rad ios by the Taliban, 
I ca n inform you w ithout fea r of contravening 
the Official Secrets Act that the British Army 
still makes use of hand-operated generators 
for such rare occasions when a re-supply of 
charged units is not availabl e. Some poor 
Private is sent off with a large pil e of dead bat
teries and a generator with the only aim to 
return with a pile of operational units. Who 
says rank doesn't have its privi leges l 

I ca n only assume that the TalibJn perform 
a similar task when required . 
Kevin Smith, via email 

First BGA conference 
IN th e bits of the last S&C which I was able 
to read - you will know that after a certain 
age is reached, eyesight g ntly deteriorates 
and print below 6 point becomes a problem 
- a gentleman called Phil Lazenby from Otley 
has asked (p9) whether anyone can identify 
one or some members of the gliding move
ment who attended the 1931 conference. 

The famous man who suggested and organ
ised th e meeting which created the BGA was 
Douglas Culver, known as "One-arm Culver" 
as he lost his right arm in WW1. He was 
always a very natty dresser. Thus in the front 
row of the photo are two gents wearing plus 
fours and very co lourful socks. The gentleman 
(s ixth from the right) appea rs to be hiding his 
ri ght shoulder and arm behind the man next 
to him . He is, I believe, Mr Culver. When I 
met in th e 1950s he hJd put on a fair amount 
of weight. 

What would be more interesting th an nam
ing them would be to identify who they were. 
For instance: 
Fred Handley Page: famous aircraft designer. 
The Master of Semphill: aviation pion er and 
benefac tor. 
Amy johnson: lady aviator and glider pilot. 
EC Gordon England: early aviation pioneer. 
jR Ashwell Cooke: ea rly avi at ion pioneer. 
Douglas Culver: "founder" of the BGA 
CH Latimer-Needham: Vice-President SGA, 
ii rs t British holder of C Certificate. 
Paul Adorjan: founder member of Imperial 
College GC - when I met him he was the 
Managi ng Direc tor of Thames Televisi n. 
RF Dagnall: glider manufacturer. 
RL Howard Flanders: co-author w ith CF Ca rr 
(father of Mike Carr of Lasham) Gliding and 
Motorles5 flight, publ ished 1930. 
CH Lowe-Wylde: first to fly a seaplane glider, 
from Welsh Harp lake in North London. 
LA Wingfi eld: Lawrence Wingfield, a famous 
aviation solicitor, no relation of Charl es and 
Owen Wingfi eld of Long Mynd fame. 

Lord Semphi II was for a time the Pres ident 
of the BGA. At that time the vp, were: 
Kathleen the Countess of Drogheda (who was 
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Readers have put names to a few faces present at the BGA 's first conference in 1931 (abo ve), Chris Hughes not only identified A York Bramble (Iront row, extreme right), 

but also sent in this picture 01 A York Bramble (below) presenting him with a cup, If you can help, please contact Phil Lazenby, at Lazenby@btinternet.com, or via the editor 

she?), Mrs JA /\llo lli son (a ka Amy Johnson), 
UCol M O'Gormil n, A ir Comm JA Chamier, 
E,Gordon Englilnd, Seymour Whidbourne, 
RF Dagnall , and CH Latimer- Needham. The 
Chil irman of th e BGA then (cbte unknown) 
was CE Hardwi ck (Espin Hardwi ck), Hon 
Treasurer IJA Will s, Hon Sec WW Briscoe. 

That 's just a few to be getting on w ith. 
I could do more digging but I am sure th at 
others will be able to fill in the gaps. 
Wally Kahn, LONG SUTTON, Hampshire 

FU RTHER to the 193 1 BGA Conference 
photo, the gen tl eman in th e plus fours, iront 
row, extreme right , is Mr A York Bramble. I 
encl ose a photo of him (see righ t) presenting 
me (l ett ) with "The Best FI i 'ht" cup at th e 
Sou thdown GC dinner, ea rly in 1950. At th e 
time I think he was vice-pres ident of th e clu b. 
Behind him is John Furlong and "Steve" 
Stevens, the then chairman of the club. 
Chris Hughes, WITCOMBE, Gloucestershire 

I HAVE positive identifi ca ti on of some people 
in the S&C picture, hav ing seen Chris Will s. 
He says: top rmv, fourth from the left, is The 
Ri ght Hon Master of Semphill ; bottom row, 
seventh from left is Eri c Gordon-England; 
bottom row, twelfth from left could very well 
be Doc Slater of London GC and the former 
editor of S&C. 
Geoff Moore, via email 

Were you there? 
THE crowning event of my membership of 
the ATC (Air Trai ning Corps) was at a youth 
di spl ay sometime during the summer of either 
194 or 1944 held in the west London area. 

The youth orga ni sa ti ons of the distri ct 
assembled outside the stadium, possibly th e 
White Cit y or somewhere similar, and 
marched in behind th eir va rious brass bands. 
The Boys Bri gade, the Boy Scouts ,md Girl 
Guides, the Army Cadets, the Girls Training 
Corps, the Nava l Cadets, the Women's Junior 
Air Corps (the best, in th eir light grey uni
form s), and th e ATC. The glider section were 
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at the back with dn o ld balloon winch, a 
recovery vehicle and th e assembly crew, and 
th e glider itself containecl in a long box-like 
structure painted roya l blue. I brought up the 
rea r, in gloriOUS isolati on (not unlike a present 
day astronaut fo ll owing his rocket to the 
launch pad). I was supposed ly going to give a 
displ ay of what was techni c<lll y ca lled a 
"ground slide" . That entail ed the glider (J 
Primary) w ith me in it being hilu led across the 
foo tba ll fi eld by a steel ca ble wound in by the 
ba lloon winch, with me endeavouring at all 
times to keep the glider on a straight co urse 
,wd the wings level. 

A ll ve ry easy - but to my abso lu te horror 
the glider that emerged from the trailer was 
not a Primary Trainer but a high-performance 
German single-seater sa il plane with a colos
sa l w ingspan. The instructor, a member of 
ATA (A ir Triln sport Auxili ary) and proud 
owner, told me not to worry, just to keep the 
contro l co lumn slightl y fo rward ,1 nd concen
trate on keeping th e wings level <wd th wing 
tips off the ground. Looking back, he ca n't 

Please send letters - marked "lor publication" - to 


the editor at the new address on the contents page 


or to: helen@sandg.dircon.co.uk Please include 


your phone number and postal address. 


The deadline lor the next issue is June 11 


have been told that I had a tota l of only 54 
minutes fl ying time, all in Primaries and 
mainly confined to grouncl slides, low hops 
ancl high hops. 

Squeez ing into the cockpit, I was confronted 
by a considerable display of instruments that 
inc luded such m,lrve ls of modern science as 
I n altimeter, airspeed indicil tor, cornpilss and 
so on: it was rather like slepping from a horse
drawn ca rt into a Jaguar sports ca r. 

The driver of the w inch on the other side of 
the stadium was given the instructi on to " take 
up slack" followed by "all out" and I was 
away. Unfor tunately the glider, responding to 
a strong breeze funnelling th e length of the 
sradium, behaved like a kite, imill edi cllely 
leap ing into the air, I found myse lf flying al 
around 30 fee t above th e football pitch down 
the centre of th e stadium. 

I had a bri ef, one-off view of the pilch and 
greyhound track some 30 or 40 feet below. 
The 40,000 spectators stood and cheered in 
delight, thinking no doubt that it was all part 
of the show. The w inch (Iriver Illust have been 
in a stil te of extreme shock. He had th e unen
vi ab le choice of either continuing to w in ch 
me in, whi ch mea nt that I would go higher, or 
to stop w inching and leave me hangir.g there 
until I either stalled and dropped ou t of the 
sky or d ied of fright (or both ). Around about 
mid- field I abso lved him of any further 
responsibility by deciding that enough was 
enough and casting the towing cab le off. I 
nose-di ved toward the ground at the same 
time turn ing sharpl y to t-he leit, fi nall y spin
ning the gli der through 1800 on its left wing 
tip and ending up all neat and ti dy in th e 
direc ti on from wh ence I had come. 
Fortunately, apart from my loss of pri de and 
the glider's owner nea rl y h,wing hysteri cs, no 
damage was done. 

I have often wondered whether there were 
any newsreel cameras filming or cl spectator 
present who remembers the inc ident. If so I 
would very much apprecia te hi s or her 
account of that memorable day's event. ~ 
John Briggs, BURNHAM-ON-SEA, Somerset 

9 

mailto:helen@sandg.dircon.co.uk
mailto:Lazenby@btinternet.com


<3_ CAMBRIDGE AERO INSTRUMENTS 

CAMBRIDGE INSTRUMENTS - The choice ofchampions - Leaders in innovation technology 

STOP PRESS Cambridge 302 receives IGC approval 

Cambridge Aero Instruments and RD Aviation are delighted to announce that the Cambridge 302 has 
now received its long-awaited IGC approval. 

All new 302s shipped by RD Aviation will conform to the IGC standard. For owners of 302 instruments 
at version 1.9 or earlier. an upgrade is required which consists of the installation of secure version 2.00 
firmware and hardware modifications to allow the 302 to power an iPAQ via the serial data cable. The 
good news is that for existing 302 owners this upgrade is free from RD Aviation. provided we receive 
the unit before the end of December 2001. 

The Cambridge 300 series comprises: 
30 I Variometer with altimeter. audio and speed to fly in 57mm instrument 
302 As per 301 but incorporating GPS and secure flight recorder 
303 GPS/ NAV display with new firmware 
304 Graphic display based around Compaq 1500 series or iPAQ PDA 
Contact Barrie Elliott at RD Aviation for full details of the Cambridge Aero range and to arrange a 
demonstration at our Oxford showroom. Ask too about new WinPilot compatibility! 

Designed and manufactured by: Represented by: 
Cambridge Aero Instruments 'RD Aviation 
PO Box 1420, Waitsfield, Vermont, USA 05673-1420 25 Bankside, Kidlington, Oxon OX5 IJE 
Tel (802) 496 7755 Fax (802) 496 6235 Tel 01865841441 Fax 01865842495 
www.cambridge-aero.com www.rdaviation.com 

McLean Aviation ~ 

The Aerodrome, Rufforth, York, Y023 3NA ~'~"'1~t 

Tel: 01904 738 653 • Fax: 01904 738 146 • Mobile: 07802 674 498 
e .ma il: mcleanav@supanet.com • DG Web Site: www.dgflugzeugbau.de 

Web site: mclean-aviation.com 
Full repair and maintenance service for major work in GRP, Carbon, Kevlar and wood. 


Modifications, C. of A. renewals, re-finishing and general maintenance. 

Sole agents for DG Flugzeugbau and AMS Flight in the UK and Eire 
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Airworthine s and inspectors 

D
U RING th e past couple o f yeil rs, 


w rites SeA Chie'- TcchniciJ l O l{icer Jim 
H,lInmerton, d number or changes 

h nvf~ taken pl ace to tiely up and improve th e 
\ ay th e flCA i,s ue~ ami renew s BCA 
Cert i fi cates oi A irworlhin ess ( " 5 oi A) for 
gli der·5, and appo in ts in specto r~. 

/\11 the changes have bf'en co rnmuni cated 
10 the inspeclors through consultLl ti ve lett f' rs, 
Engineering News and the bi -Illonthl y 
7Cchnical News Shc('/ lTNS). 

For Ihe benefit oi those w ho arc not yet 
full y up to da te, and to clarify some 
Illi scon epti ons, Ih e.: illli lort :ln t poi nts arc 
sU llllllari l'd be low. 

For a glider or self-sustainer sai lplane to 
qualify for a BCA C of A it must: 
Be il 13 A-approved type; <Jnd 

either be uwn -'d by a U K N ati onal w ith <1 

UK address (j( the address is not in the U K, 
Ihe owner may IJl~ on short-term overseas 
cunlract, member of BFIYO, a RG A spe ial 
proje ·t o r affili ated ovprseas gliding c lub). 

or owned by other th an n UK Nati o nal 
if Ilw gl ider is a Rritish vintctge type th ,1I 
Ihe BGA is a sl rming some responsih ili ty (or 
conti nued dirW() r1hlll e!is and th ai cannot 
gain IOG11 type ,1 I'PI"O\I<l1. 

It is the respons ib ility of the owner 10 

establish if a SGA C of A is ,K eept .!b le fo r 
operation of th • glider outs ide the U K. 

If not a BCA-approved type: 
App licati on should be made to the HGNs 
Technica l Comm ittee, via th e Chief 
lI ' chn ica l O fric 'r ( C ), where .tny pr,'v iuus 
certifi c.dl ion wi ll b :ls. esscci and ,l(TcptC'ri 
(In the Cilse of full JA R 22 certifi Ccltion ) or ,111 

JssessmC' nt w i II b mad ". 
Th e assessmpnt md)' invo lve d rev iew o f 

the type record , iln engineering evaluati on 
and some form oi fli ght test ing. Any 
expenses incurred during the assessment 
arc the responsibili ty of the appl icant. 
The U K nationalil y conditions, as abuve, 
appl y. 

To apply for a new BG A C of A you will 
need the following documents: 

For a new g lider: 

.J Certifi c, te of A irworlhiness fo r xport. 

-:J Certifi cJte of Non Registrati on. 

'J Factory we ighing report. 

...i C of A report (SGA 267) and C of /\ iee. 

For a used g lider: 

...i 01 A for Export or current domE's ti '. 

C of;\ from exporting counlry or RGA 

Airw orthiness Report (SCA 26<l)' 


Certifi (.ltp of De-registrat ion or Dc tai Is of 
de-reg istrat ion. 
':i Re-w eigh on import. 
o C oi A report ([3GA 2( 7) <"md C of A fee. 

To apply for a new or renew a BCA C of A 
the certification must: 
....i Be on J BeA 26 7 form (either on NCR 

PJd or self-generated). 

-:J He signed by a current HCA inspector 

w ith the correct raling for the type of glider. 

(' (;L' for JII gliders and sa ilpl anes, 'S S' for 

self-sustLl iner sa il p lanes). 


All certifi ca ti o ns on gl iders w ith J SG A 
C o f /\ ITlllst be' cUlll pl cted by a ClI rrcnt 
I-:lCA inspc"ctur. Fil j lure to ( Ils c:! rv thi s coul d 
irlV:tli d<1te Ih C oi A. TIll' C of A w ill be 
issued or renew ed for J 2 months fro III the 
date of the 267 certificati on. You may ask to 
sec I n inspector's Authori sa ti on Certi fica te to 
sati sfy yoursel f th ;lt he/she is current and has 
the correct ratings. 

To appoint a BCA glider inspector: 
.J An application form (SC A n 1) mll st be 

completed. 

U /\n intervi ew with thl' (TO w ill norlll il il y 

be required. 


To ,1ppo inl an inspector outside th U K, 
Ihe SGA can accept a current equ ival ent 
qualifi ca ti on (suc h ,15 LI-:lA G lider Inspedor) 
as drl exemption lor th e interv iew, prov ided 
the privi leges of th is qULl l ifi ca ti on meet o r 
exceed the seA requirement. 
r\.lo l l!: RCA inspectors within Europe, except 

thosE' in former Yugos lavian coun tri es, 
<1r C~ covered by th e SGA top-up li ab ility 
insurCl nce. 

Clider re-weighing 
Th e SGA Techni ca l Committee requires that 
all BGA gliders are reweighed Jt least every 
eight yedrs. ~otwith s tLlnding thi s; the glider 
IllList he reweighed if it has been recovered 
or rep,linted, major repairs have been car 
ri ed ou l or it is bel iewd th at Ihe we ight 
schedu le is inJccurate and docs no t refl ect 
Ilw actua l condition of the gli der, illlCl 
we ighed on iirst SGA registrati on. 

BCA Clider Registration 
Ii you sell or purchase ;1 gl ici 'r, p lease 
info rm the SeA as soon a, po ib le of th e 
change of ovvner. Thi s is very imp()rtant a 
you could mi ss out on any important 
airworthiness in formation that could ,1ffect 
your sLlfc-ty. The BCA doesn ' t charge tor thi s. 
Please don'l WJ it for- the next C o f A. 

BC A 30-day tickets and C of A extensions 
3D-clay ti ckets are issued on completi on of 
th e C o f A inspection and allow limp for th e 
SCA 267 to be sent to th e RGA ior process
ing. Th e 30-clay ti cket shoul d bl' issued at 
the S,l rnc timc as the SGA 267 is Signed. 
)nl y one 30-rlay ticket may be issued. 

If for some exceptional rea on a second 
30-day ti cket is needed, due to it delay in 
processing the paperwork for eXillllp le, 
thi s can only be issued w ith thl' express 
permi ssion oi the e TO. Failure to ob tain thi s 
perrni ss ion will invalidate the C of A il nd the 
insp.'etm's privil eges will be suspended 
pending a Tec hnica l C:ommittc' e dec ision. 

C of t\ extensions CJn onl y be grilllted 
wi th w ritten permi ss ion of the CTO. A copy 
of the w ritten permi ssion is on fil e at the 
I3GA oifi cr? The ext nsions are norrnall y 
for a max imum o i 30 days to allow for 
unforeseen circum. lances. A RC A inspecto r 
must he s<llis(j ed th ,lt th e gl ider is in an 
airw orthy cond ition for the extension. ~ 

Changes to JAR 22 will double the energy-absorbing capacity of the undercarriage 
FOLLOWING on from Tony Segat's article on drop· 

testing a two-seat glider (Drop-testing a glider. April

May 2002. p22). Dipllng Helmut Fendt has provided 

its author with the following information (agreed in 

November 2001) concerning changes to glider 

landing gear requirements that will be incorporated 

into the next amendment to JAR 22. Helmut is the 

Chairman of the JAR 22 Study Group. and is the 

offici I of the LBA (the German equivalent of our Civil 

Aviation Authority) responsible for certifying gliders. 

motorgliders. b;llloons and airships in Germany. He is 

also a keen aerobatic glider pilot. 

1. AI design maximum weight. the selected limit 

vertical inertia toad factor at the c.g. of the sailplane 

12 

may not be less than thai which would be obtained 

when landing with a descent velOcity of 1.77ml s 

(note, this has been increased from 1.5m/s ). 

2. The landing gear must be able to absorb 1.44 

times the energy described in the above paragraph 

without failure. although it may yield during the test 

(note. this is a new requirement) . 

3. At design maximum weight. at a constant rate 

of descent of 1.77m/s , and with wing lift balancing 

the weight of the glider. the c.g. acceleration 

must not exceed 4.5g (note. this has been increased 

from 4.0g) . 

The justification for these changes is as follows : 

The descent velocity of 1.5m/s has not been 

changed since the earliest requirements for gliders. 

although the wing loadings have been raised. 

Accident statistics show that approximately 50 per 

cent of injuries affect the spine. In most typical crash 

cases the landing gear is the main element to absorb 

the energy. Improving the energy-absorbing capacity 

of the landing gear wilt make a significant contribution 

to lowering the number of injuries. 

Important for safety is the increase in totat energy

absorbing capacity, including the undercarriage 

yielding without collapsing. 

The amendments together double the energy

absorbing capacity of the undercarriage 

Dr Tony Segal 
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Costs and margins per standard aerotow to 2,000' 

LOSS 

PROFIT 

Fixed costs 

~ -

iID~eli2 ment news 

The cost of aerotows 

A

EROTOWI NC shou ld be ne of the 
most profitabl e ,lct iv ities on ,1 gli d ing 
c lub 's trad ing and profit end loss 

accou nt. M embers are prep red to pay 
£18-£20 for a launch to 2,OOO ft and a good 
operJting day can gross a lot of income. Yet 
many clubs are struggling to break even. So 
w hat do a c lub need to charge to recover 
the costs of aerotowing? How many tows 
must each tug airer,lft perform per year in 
order to brea k ven? 

O pinions va ry from 4()() to l ,500 tow per 
tu g per ye,lr and milily "ru les of thumb" 
hav evo lved , u5u;] ll y very site-spec ific and 
not necess,Hil y dpplicilble across the board. 

Some useful information has emerged as a 
res ult of many enqui ri ' made in -Llpport of 
appl ica tion s for grant aid by c lubs wish ing 
to buy a tug. I am indebted to the clul - thdt 
have provided me w ith their own del. il ed 
re ord on the subject. 

In order to make a reasonab le stab at 
operation,ll .. ) ts, w hich w ill determine the 
recovery charges th,lt members have to pay 
for tows, th e costs need to be considered in 
two groups: v,l ri ah le cost, and fixed cost 

Va riilb le cos ts arc casy to work out. They 
represent consumabl e items, whi ch are 
direc tly proportione11 to the number of 
launches (fuel, o il , SI);)I"Ps, towropes, etc) . 

The fixed cos ts <Ire Illore d ifficult to aSSQSs. 
They cover the costs to he borne by the tug 
aircraft, more or less irrespective of the 
number of launches it c.:Hries ou t in the vea r. 
Fixed costs cOlllprise insuranc " repa irs, , 
Illaintenance, C of A charges and most 
illlportant ly, deprec ia tion. Fixed costs per 
tug per year are remarkab ly silllilar' on the 
club accounts we hav investi gated. They 
work out at Hl,OOO-£9,500 , nei break down 
roughly as fo ll ows: 

Insur,lnce 2,00U 
Depr 'cialion 2,50(l 
l\Aa int CITclll C(l* 

Fixed costs 
(·i nrludl'~ ('ngirw rC'pid em nl/f<lhnc fC'·cover, d e) 

Fixed costs are always difficult to budget 
since they are " Iumpy" in nature, Illean ing 
that th ey come in large dollops, w hich ar 
not always predictable. A cl ub might get 
away wit h minimal expenses for several 
years ,md then suddenly be fclced w ith a hill 
for £12,000-£13,000 for engine repld cE'ment 
or fdbric re-covering Dr both. It is dlwJ)'s 
prudent, th erefore, to put Illoney as ide as a 
"sinking fund" in ant icipiltion of such costs. 
For that reil son, maintenance Jnd engine 
rep lacemen t cos ts drc budgeted at J fle11' rate 
of .£5,000 a yea r from Year One. 

Var iab le cos ts arc easier to predict since 
they are mainly fue l and oil. A standard 
aerotow to 2,000ft u es about 7 litres of 
Avgas, which cos ts abou t £6. Allow another 
£ I for all the other h its dnd the Va riable cost 
per standard 1,OOOft aerotow is f7.00. Using 
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Above and below: costs and margins per standard aerotow to 2 ,OOOft 
------

Tows per lug per year 400 600 800 1000 2000 
Fixed costs @ £9,500 (£) 23 .75 15.83 11.87 9.50 4.75 
Variable costs (£) 7.00 7.00 7.00 7.00 7.00 
Cost per launch (£) 30.75 22.83 18.87 16.50 11.75 
Club charge, say (£) 18.00 18.00 18.00 18.00 18.00 
Margin (£) (12.75) (4.83) (0.87) 1.50 6.25 

thal outl ine inform ation, it is now poss ib le to 
allocate th e cos ts per standard tOIV for a 
wide ran ge of tows per lug per yeJr, as 
depicled in the ~bove table. 

Interpolation of th ese figures, as illustrated 
on th e graph, indicates that the break-evcn 
point occu rs ClI SGl Idu nches per tug per 
yea r, when the fixed costs per tow ar ' 
£11.00, giving a cost equal to the recovery 
charge per launch of flB.OO, when £7 .00 
va riabl ' costs are added. 

Most club op rations achi eve 1,000-1 ,500 
a rotow - per tu ' per year. Some of th e 
larger, lull-time operat ions achi eve up to 
2,300 ilerotows per tug per year. A profit 
ontr ibu ti on vv ill be necessary but on the 

basis of th ese figu res, th e c lubs performing 
less than 800 aerotows per tug per year wi II 
either have to charge more or lose Illoney 
w hil e the c lub performing at L,()()O tows is 
making a reilsunabll' contri bu tion to profit. 

The c lub providing 1,000 ae rotows per tug 
per year w ill probably need to increase its 
charge for a standard acrotow to say, 
no.oo, in order to make c1 reasonable 
contr ibut ion to ali the oth er c lub costs. 

t------------I---'----- Variable costs £7 per tow ---

400 600 800 1000 1200 1400 1600 1800 2000 
Tows per tug per year 

These figures arc rough ,md read / ,md 
have been C\ · li her.l t · ly ov r-simpl i fied. 
I ~ h ClIl b interested to h ar of other c lubs' 
costings, which could th en be shined. 

Lottery award 
Ec 5t Sussex GC have bee n awa rded a gra nt 
from Sport England toward.:; the cost of a tug 
aircraft to operate from their site at Ringmer. 

Child Protection Policies 
Ju st it reminder to those clubs fa ced w ith th e 
task of writing e1 child protect ron policy. 
The BGA has J poli cy, cop il's of w hi ch Jre 
available from Leicester. The FlCA policy 
may be used as ,1 bdsis for tlw prep:lrdtiun of 
individuill clubs' poli cies. 

Planning permission to aerotow 
Basset law Distr ict Council has granted 
temporary pl<lnning cons nt to D ukerie GC 
for ilcroto\Ving at Camston Aerodrom . The 
permission, subject to conditions, \Va grant d 
in response to an appli ca tion submitted hI' 
thE-' BGt\ deve lopment olfi er. ~ 
Roger Coote, BGA Development Offi cer 
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REVIEWS 


Catch up on your reading 

If you haven't had time to keep an eye on what's been published recently, here's a quick overview... 

On Great White Wings; the Wright broth The Miracle of Flight Percy Pilcher and the Challenge of Flight 
ers and the race for flight - Fred Cullick - Stephen Dalton (£22.50) - Philip Jarrett (£4.99) 
and Spencer Dunmore (£30.00) Merrell Publishers , 01235 465500 National Museums of Scotland Publishing 
Airlife Publishing Ltd, www.airlifebooks.com ISBN 1 85894 128 8 ISBN ~ 901663 56 6 
ISBN 1 84037 333 4 NEVER mind th e miracle of flight: th e photos THISl2-page pamph let was prompted by a 
THIS well -i llustrated book gives th rea der d in thi book seem little hort of miraculous in date that may mean more to glider pilots: the 
rea l taste of turn -of-thc-ccntury aviation themselves . It may not be for you if you're centenary of Percy Pi Icher's death. A gil cI 
activity. It's likely to herald more publi ca ti ons into aircraft and nothing else, but if you'd like summary of his pione rin) work, it might even 
on the subject. all linked to tile' anniversa ry of to know how th e res t of th e anim<l l kingdom prompt you to buy the author's definitive 198 7 
the brothers' 12-second hop in 1903. fli es, yuu won' t he disappointed . book on the same subj ct. Another Icarus. 

Percy Pi lcher....ClaItri'utf; glll 

TaskNAV TN2000 
www.tasknav.com 

• NEW! Arc you ready for the next great . oaring day'? 
Get TN2000 v2.2. the World Championl>.hips 2001 
fl ight planning and GPS analyi!. :,oftwar · . 

• FREE! Topographic vector maps for TN 000 version 
1.2 

• Wor ld gliding coverage . Maps are uvai lable frt:e to 
all ' ll slomer by downloau from the TN web sileo 
Chcck the "'Free Maps" page for detai ls. 

• Top discount upgrade to v2.2 a ailable to all 
licenced users of T~' kNAV v I . 

• TaskN V topographic vector mapping is derived 
from selected public domain layers of the Digital 
Chart of rhe World . Users have full c nlral of map 
colours and of the level of detai l on d isplay ur print. 

• Top quality screen shot examples and full product 
detail · are lIvailabl on the web. or cal l. · 

• TN2000 v2 .2 product CD - £79 • TN2000 upg rade to v2 .2 - Fr ~e • TN v 1.2 to TN2 00 v2.2 - £49 

Contact: D J Robertson - 20 Duffield Lane - Stoke Poges - SL2 4AB - UK 


e-mail: robertsondj@compuserve.com www.tasknav.com tel: 01753-643534 
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Beginning Gliding 
by Derek Piggott 

A&C Black (Third Edition, 2000) 

ISBN 0 7136 4155 X (£17.00 inc. p&p) 

www.gJiding.co.ukor 0116 253 1051 

In its earlier editions. 

this classic textbook 

must have introduced 

thousands of S&G 

readers to the 

pleasures of gliding 

as well as helping 

them to navigate 

around the pitfalls of 

teaming. If you 're a 

newcomer to the sport, 

Derek Piggott s is the 

name you will most often 

see on the spines of 

the books you buy or borrow. CFI at Lasham from 

1953-89, he has written several of the standard 

reference books. ThIS new edition of Beginning Gliding 

includes an additional chapter on thermal soaring. 

The Cape Gliding Club 
- the first 50 years 
by Mike Pascoe, 18 New Way, Pinelands, 7045, 

South Africa ISBN 0 620 25530 7 (£15 inc. p&p) 

If you 're asked to 

think of pre-WW2 

gliding clubs. 

somewhere like 

Dunstable probably 

comes to mind. But 

the Cape GC in South 

Africa traces its origins 

that far back, though 

the focus of this book is 

on the club 's post-war 

development. Its 

worth dipping into for 

the stories alone: 

I particularly liked the two 13-year-olds who stole the 

motor Falke - and lived to tell the tale 

Aliante Italiani 
by Vittorio Panjo 


Macchione Editore/editore@macchione.it 


ISBN 88 8340 045 3 (£19 _50 inc. p&p) 


This large paperback 

book sets out to lis t 

- in Italian text 

sailplanes from tha t 

country produced 

between 1923 and 

2000. including the 

authors own design. 

the V 112. The first 

section of the book 

gives the historical 

perspective while the 

main part is a listing of 

sailplanes. with technical data. three-views and some 

black-and-white photos. too 

June - July 2002 

New supe ships

IIIIIbmIIII. TtI_ 

The Cash Cow: S<!.11 nI~ joy lid rs 
In comfort 10. weddings family 

soaring daY" or group coac~lng 

Designed 10 lOW to , 2,00011. Ihls 

amaZIng machIne means longer 

lltuhl~ - w,lhoul lumlng and upsel 

ling your O,I...IS CIMmneo soon 

lor iIt'fObatlCS and If11Iarted lI'ghll 

A '",ust' for people you've Iways 

wanled 10 glva en adrenahn !luzz

ThnU bossl!S ex-lollers. leenage 

gangs Of the casl 01 Ally MeBeaJ 

76ft. Cost. basoo-

The ClIull: A dlSllngUished c:mrrage 

lOr tho unhurrIed pilot ThI'S fetro 

salipl~ne IS mide 01 91 8-<>11M ·an 

compasi l8 malerial gIVing dOCIle 

handling and Ilghlness whlla relaln

Ing thai Vlnwge look Inlenllonelly 

some malor components are lell oUI 

(or IUIlI won I qulle fill slnoe Ihe pliOI 

Ihal Ihe C·Gu1118 buill 10' lusl loves 

lellllng. glUing. lu,nlng. wOldlng and 

IBlking 10 anyono with",., .61101 

aIlout exaelty wha! h6 had 10 do 10 

gel hIS aall~lan9 8uwQrthy Span 

5411. east. basj", S96 000. wllh 

W~lnul '8"eellraller' $104.0001 

The BI-wlng-a·way : The twl" wlog 

"(fives In the Twenty hrsl Century 

Cftn I handle 1M span debale? W~II 

It don I milltttr trom oow on t'\on"V 

Wllh lIS lift InclUculQ. bo hOllzonlal 

wing p!an(orm Ihis "'pel saolplane 

gives enhanced clImb performance 

be1ween 4(1 and 41 5mph. Ea$y rig 

Irom bolh IraU.,.." Sell laUOChlnQ 

pulse 1811<11avallal)le tn Ille Fall 

Wlng.span 90lt con basic 

S311l.001IEuros 38 and a 011 

Wingspan 

210.000.Eu.o:! 500.000 

TIle Foxtrot rslow slOW qUlci< 

QUICk. slow) Cl,mb w~n Ihe ~aWhs 

~nd speed '111,11 I"" mISSIlesI 

StreO!!lh ~us IIQtllness ana a 

surfrlClt Ihal 5 Imalo.>d wllh Plo

vo ml" B lrom LOr~oI to gwu 11 

nlllu,," 5ln"e V ..IIabl .. WII'g snape 

lea"~ alTlIlfS In lhe shade {or nOli 

In fl lghl re-l>aJlast"'lI peobe ana 

Ag-CSI ballasl81 tug lhat can (J1V 

up 10 live lullloaas Will ~eC1Jre 

many iKII/artlages lor \l,P t81111y 

p'IOI Pile" on applir::allCln 

T....'.,.......-.........._ell. ....,...... 

1IiI ........ctnII--. 
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PLATYPUS 


Time is Money 
IT WAS Septemb r 197 1. I Wil!; happi II' 
cl imbing at 500(t per minutc over th e 
farnoLi s S Air Fore A adem chapel in 
Co lorctclo prings. The radio crackled. It was 
Mark Wild , the rropri etor of BIJck Fores t 
C liderport. " How high are you?" "Er, 14,000 
( et. " I \Va. about leve l with Pi ke's Peclk. 
" H<:w ' you got oxygen?" "No." "C'mon 
down, we have to instzlll J mask for you." 

"DJmn," I thought. "We'll spend an hour 
looking in some musty cupboil rd for th e 
right kit ,lnd Lord knows how long it'll he 
before I get launchcd again." I was quite 
w rong. As I rolled to a h,1 It, Mark CJn1l' 
sp rintin g OLit oi thl' office with ,1 mask under 
his Mill, lik a charging footl).lll play r. The 
tuhes were plugged in, the SchweizN 1-23 
was spun rOllnd to filce the way I had Just 
Lome ;1/lcl hooked on to the tug; in what 
_eemecllike seconds I W ;)S il irborne ;)ga ill. 
(At Bla k Forest yOLl took off down the slope 
away from th e hangar, and l<l nded back up 
th e slope, so that saved turn -round tim e.) 

That WJ5 my first encounter with a 
commercial gliderport. Gliders sitting on the 
ground cam no bread. 

With one exception , every airii eld I hiw e 
flown ,1 glider from in the USA has been the 
home of a privately-owned gliding business, 
c. distinct from a cluh uwned by its mem
bers. The xception was Air Sai ling in 

evadd, where I I,lncied during the 19( 5 
US pen ationJls; however I wa whisked 
out on an air-retrieve too soon to see 
wh ther it wa, different in any important 
way from the commerc i,11 US operation s. 
All I could say about I\ir Sailing is that it is 
not quite so grand as Lasham or St' Auban, 
Ilutthen nei ther is He,lthrow. 

Opportunity for 
fun-lOVing academic 

As you all know, clubs < re the nurm 
Ihroughout Britain and th ontinen t, th e 
b iggest of them USUJlly owning the land 
from ,vhich they fl y. 

Some soc iologist or economisl ca n 
doubtless tell me the reason for the 
difl>r nce hetween the USA and Europe. If 
not, a young gr,1duatc at a forward-thinking 
uni ersity cou ld do a PhD thes is on th e 
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topi c. You could spend a very pl easa nt 
season travelling round AmericJ anci Europe 
visiting dozens of sites, lea rnin g about 
how all these outfits survived e.conomica lly 
(other than by scrounging money from the 
governmen t, in th e ase of the Europe;)Ils) 
and also noti ng whether they prov ided 
accommodation, li censed baTS and uther 
amcn iti es. Th en as autumn creeps in you 
could swing through Au stralia and r ew 
Zea land (don 't worry, mate, they (I II helVe 
bar , but reseJ rch them diligently just th e 
, me). Finally you write c long monograph 
ull of stati sti cs, grJphs and jargon to cover 
up the fact that you had a whale of a time 
freeloading your way round the world for a 
year ,1I1d gelling lots of hours in your 
logbook. Arter whi ch you ca n ca ll yourself 
" Doctor", which is fine so lung itS nobody 
!<l in ts in !mnt of yuu or SIMts hoking to 
dea th. By accident you might find what 
distingu ish s money-m, king gliding 
operation from money-losing on es, in 
whi h ca e do let th e BGA Jncl SSA <lnd the 
ICC know JS soon as ross ible They won't 
th iUl k you but tell them anyway. 

Justi n VVill s's El xp lanJtion for th e difference 
between th e us and Europe is succ inct: 
"Pari of il lies in the comp~ralivcly 
enormous size uf the US general aviation 
movement, and its reddiness to share both 
its airspa ce ane! ia cilities with gliders. 
General aviation activity is seen as both a 
re reational ane! commercial CIsset to local 
communities, 50 airfields dTE' encourdg 'e! 
and often ownE'r! hy tllf' local municip;l/ily 
Jnd then led. cd to a commercial FRO (Fixed 
Base peralor) and 5(ructurcd to encourage 
all fo rms o( aviation. Th e FOO then becomes 

.?T. 

an assortment 

the nucleus to meet ,lilYdemdnc/lor gliding." 
That would apply to Minden, where I am 

wrilin 1 this. TIl man ager of the airport is 
appOinted by the muniCipality, who take a 
li vely interes t in its development. At every 
moment th ere are tak ing off an assortment of 
executive jets, vi nlage Ivlustangs, gliders on 
tow trom two soaring operations, flying
school Cessna 1725 doing touch-c nd-go, 
Rutan experimentals, Lockheed Neptune 
wa ter-bombers, home-builts, hel icopters, 
and mi II ionairc., ' toys su ·h as Czech iighter
trainers Jnd Hawke'r Furies practising for th e 
Reno Air I~J ces. No, they don 't do ny 
winch-launching here. 

Twenty-five metres 
of crazy paving 

American commerc ial gliding or erati ons 
subdivide into a) th ose, like Minden, thJt 
share iln ,Ii rport w ith a bunch of other 
aviation acti vities and b) those like Turf in 
Arizona and Seminole l.ake in Florida that 
are wholl y devoted to gl icling. It looks a 
pr tty tough existence either way. A friend 
of mine owned a gliding busincs5 in th e 
U5f\ for some Yl'ctrs, ilnd emerged still just 
about sane Jncl not ,1ctually bankrupt, which 
was considered <l sort o!triurnph. But il was 
a narrOw sllueLlk . MJri on BJrritt writes: 

"A llhough I think o f all lhe grea t peop/~' 
I met, Ihere w re also the on who landed 
my ships wheel-up; or landed them out in 
remote liclcl.s and just drove home lea ving 
the glider ior me to retrieve; the ones who 
brought them home in Ih e trailer [Jul /i)rgot 
10 Ii ' down the fll selage and vvin8 so they 
drrived with ~ few trailering dings; Ihe 
(/uckil y, only one) customer who went home 
ancl never paid ... " 

VVe know how badly club members trea t 
club equipment - the myth of th e inde
structibility of club gl iders as distinct from 
pri vJte gliders sti II dies hard - desp ite the 
fact th<1t Ihis stuff is their own rroperty. Well , 
you ca n imagine how peop le trea t gliders 
thaI belong to some other roor schmuck. 
I saw a newly-r finished Nimbus l covered 
in weJt gel -coa t cracks becJuse 5 me 
renter had taken it to :-l O,OOO-pl u- eel ;1 nd 
suddenly realis(~ cI h was running ou t of 
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hopelessly lost 

oxygen; he hauled out th e ai rbrakes and 
hurtled back down, putting the structure 
through a tempera ture ch'lnge of some 
50" Centigrade in minutes. Shooting is too 
good a fa te for such a custom er. Seldly, th ere 
are lilllits to what even J l'icv(1cia ju ry wou ld 
allow as I n acceptable usC' or fi rea rillS. 

In the Land of Free Enterpris , soa ring 
pi lots are inciebl edto these hero ic entrepre
neurs, who inves t their l ife "lV ings and toi l 
unbelievab le hours with no prospect of 
getting ri ch. However, bearing in mind th e 
inherent ri sks of our sport, it is a sure bet 
that if th ey did Illake any reel I money, 
ome lawyer would soon find a WJy of 

taking it off th em. 

A Decadent Decade - or 
the March of Progress? 

A tremendous anniversary is upon us. Ten 
year ago I bought my lir ·t GPS, a Garmirl 
100. Wil h its logger it cosl {l ,800 in today's 
monev. To show how far WlO helVe cume, last 
montl; I bought, for a tenth oJ' th e pri ce' and 
a fifth o f th weight, a Garmin EIll;IP with a 
moving map display, a built-in logger and a 
dJtJbase featu ring every airport, motorway 
ex it, sk i lift, pizza parlour and gent's lavatory 
from Anchorage to Ista nbu l. 

In 1992 I de ided that GPS stood for 
Garml es Pil ot's Sa lvat ion, since after 
33 years of getting hope lessly lost I now 
would never do so again. Hence forth 
I would fo 'u very brain-cell exclus iv Iy 
on seeking out th e' best thermals in whi h 
to c limb like il veritabl e dingbat, and 

n;lVigil ting cou ld go hang. Milps were for 
swatt ing fl ies. 

A whole generat ion of glider pilots 
thought likewise, w ith vJriJbl e results. Thus 
J fri end, who shall be nJmeless, screwed up 
roYillly on a goal race to another club by 
execu ting a hi gh-speed linal glide into "n 
empty nWilriovv, thinking w ilh misplaced 
and very temporary joy that he illone had 
compl eted the task. A single digit of Lalor 
Long h,lc1 been mis-keyed - or, si nce the 
goal ,1irfield was th e Cambridge GC, he had 
fo rgotten to tell his CF'S whether th e goa l 
was a few minutes and seconds FLlst, rather 
than W"'5t, of the Greenwich Meridian 
- so easy tu do. \Norse wa. to come: the 
entire results of th ' Briti sh O pen CI,1SS 

NationJls J ft'w yeMs ago w ere thrown into 
chaos by In error in the printed turnpo in t 
coordinates 01 ,1 little plJce ca lled Burbage, 
and prospective ch;1II1pions were dethroned, 
justly or unjustl y accordin g to whoever was 
buying the currcnt rDunci of drinks. 

Dead-reckoning is dead 
- long live dead-reckoning 

Soaring one day over th e Australian Outback 
in the earl y N ineti es I heard the downside of 
GPS wonderfull y dern onstl·ated. Visiting 
pi lots from South-Edst f\ sia had rentecl 
gliders (from J commercial operat ion, ,15 it 
happens) each equipped with GPS. They 
disappeared uver the horizon, enjoyi ng the 
bountiful Auss ie therma ls, not to mention 
th e ex hil d r~ ting ilWdfeness of the Vds t open 
spaces over which they could roam free ly, so 
unlike their horne terrai n. 

A lew hours I;lter, however, there werp 
p ldinti v ' edlls for help on the radio. The 
batteri es in th eir C;P 'cs had given up th e 
ghost (cleJrl y the ,PSes were not p lugged 
in to th e gl iders' 12-vo lt system) ,1nd they 
w re now ullerly lost. 

The ow ner of th e gliders was frantic, 
naturally. The gl iders were in little ddnger of 
being damaged: over an area the size of 
France th p, dd0cks were about a mi le 
square and hac! no st. nding rop. But it 
sou nded doubtful wheth'r he would get his 
mea ns of li velihood - his aircra ft, nd his 
cl ient' liva ll ets - bJck on th e site w ithin the 
next couple o f days. Tak ing to th dir to 

/' 
Humbag! 

/
/ 

old fogey 

ma inta in rad io contac t, Iw kept asking three 

abso lu te ly correct and log ic;) 1 questions of 

ec)e h pi lut : 

1) "Where w rc you just bdore the CPS 

stopped work ing?" 

2) "At what tillle did the cr's stop working!" 

:l) " Ill wh<lt direction have you been riv ing 

since then?" 


Armed w ith th ese pieces 01 inlorlll,lti on 
he l uuld, in th eury, work out where thl 'y 

<J ch weI' , th en ask thenl tu look tlut for 
li1lldlllMk li ke lowns (rare) or ri vers (even 
rarer) and then shepherd th m home before 
the ant ipoc\eilll night cra hed down like a 
ro ller blind. Of course they cuu ld give him 
onl y the haz iest iln5wers to eJch qUE'<;tiun. 

I never did find out whLl t happened in Ihe 
end: I was too busy think ing "There hut fo r 
the gr,Kt' of God go I! " and marking Illy 
position on J half-milli on as I went along. 
Bul an ollV ious lesson, ,lpart (rolll "Milke 
sure th e CPS is plumbed into till' gl i d(~r's 
12-vo lt supply, or carry spa re AA batleri ' 
w ith you" is Ihat (()r' in xperiencecl cross
-ol.ln tr ! piluts th ' constant reli ance on CPS 
will destroy il ny chi1 nc:e o f learn ing to 
J1Jvi gate as one should, namel w ith a map, 
a compas~ , a ru ler ,1nd il \ at h. 

And if that makes me 50Ulld l ik a 
harrumphing old fogey, so be it. 

mdbird ~11 dircon .co. uk 

The PlilfypIJ5 l>;opcrs : 11ft)' years oi powerfe5s pI/maw· 

hMdba ~ , 160 pagco" 100 Peler Fu ll er ,'an,"" ,,) lO>l' 

£ 19.9 0 .50 p&p. Sec www. hikukiw:llp l,," e5.r nm 

11010208 74A 6344, fa x 020il 74 1 I iS 7 

Or buy It ir~)m Ihc BG,\ on 11 11 r. 2 J l a C; I 
\ vww.Jj llding. co. uk 
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Jochen Ewald tries out a Czech 
microlight motorgllder that's 
both a tourer and a soarer 

TOU RI G motorgliders giv· the pilot 
i,nriependent and comparJtiv Iy cheap 
tlymg Jnd soaring. But because 

production modeL are designed to do J 101 
more. like ,1 rotowing, they an be quite 

xp nsive, 01· the Czech mi cro light factory 
Urh n Air, at Libchavy, Jl'e o(fering the UFM 
13/1 5 LalllbJda, a tour ing motorglider, 
whi ch an be certified a a microlight. 

If ItJS fun flying you're aitpr, th n thi s is 
ch eaper than conventional tourers and 
fl yable un a rni croli ght li cence. The new 
model is based on th earli er UFM 11. In 
Germ,lflY, import, engilw and fini sh ar by 
Rud i Hackel and Ccs tmir Sphesta of Flaming 
Air at Oehnd , ncar l3erlin , JAR-c~~ rtifi ed for 
aircraft maintenJnce Jnd repair. 

The UFM-1 I Lambadd with 1 I .B-metre 
spa n dnd fiaperons ca ille w ith the powerful 
wa ter-cooled 1)0 hp Rotax 912 as standard. 
Wh n Urban dec ided 10 develop it into a 
soa rab le motorg lider w it h l J-metre sp<lIl 
(lh FM 13), he fitled airbrake, to the 
en larged w ing's upper su rface. In th e 
1 J-metre versi on, the Rotax ')12 k pt th e 
empty we ight jus t w ithin German microlight 
cert ifi ca tion li mil . 1.3ut for th e gliding 
version, w ith tip bringing th e spa n to 
15 metres, this engine was lOO he vy. 
Inst ael the)' used t.h e 53.6 hp (40 kVV) Sauer 

51800, a lightweight , VW-based air- ' oo led 
four-cy linder boxer engine with single 
(magneto) ignition circu it. I flew FI::iming 
Air 's pro totype sh ortl y Jfter delivery and 
engine insta ll ati on, so ome deta ils were 
still "exp ' rim ntal" . 

Urban aircraft's craf t. mJnship and design 
is coillparabk· to that of the German 
milnufacturers. Apart from th e wing spars of 
ca rhon fibre, the Lambada is CRP. Rigging is 
pasy and takes no longpr th an any modern 
glider - if the 50 litre (uel tank in th e ri ght 
wing i empty, it can even be rigged by 
une person. 

n , is prototype still weigh, 2901295kg 
(639/650Ib) w ith 13/15-metre span. This 
means, with the max permitted microlight 
take-off w eight it is payload-restricted to 
15 - -160kg (3421 53 1b) like many of the 
o ld I3-FJlkes. But the Sauer is not th e only 
engine that w ill be offered: Rudi HJckel 
already got one of th · bra nd new Hirth 
F-.30E, a modern 81 hp two-stroke, four
ylinder engine w ith electron ic ignition and 

fu el management. Using thi s ve,'y light 
engine, and c<liculating that for seri al 
production more ki logrammes ca n be saved, 
th e iJa ' load should come into an M:ceptahle 
range (or two people and SO IllE' fu el. The 
Czech "Kremen" fixed wooden propeller 
\Va iitted when I fl ew it; bett I' things like 
fea th ering props anel mayb something 
folding forwards w re plann d. 

Like mos t Illi cro lights today, this Lambada 
has a robust tri cycl e underca rri age; but ;l 

taildragger version is also ava ilable. Several 
screws are needed to take the m-v ling off 
for the del ily engine ch eck. To check th e oil, 
there is il lid in th ' cow li ng. The fuel drain 
v" lve is w ithin easy reach under the ri ght 
wing, where the 50-litre (11 Imperi al gallon) 
fuel tank is built in. 

In accorcl<tnc w ith G rm an miuolight 
certifi cation rul es, an aircra ft rescue system 
is fitted behind the cockpit in the fuselage: 
its rocket would shoot out through a lid of 
thinner material in the upper surface of the 
fuselage . The canopy is locked by two levers 
on the left and right frame, and an <lddition
al lock at the rea r. It opens at the front, 
sw ings upwards and sli des hackwards, w ith 
th e rear end held in , guiding rail. The bat
tery is in the fin to compensa te fo r the 
weight of the engines wnd the nosewhee l. 

The w ing section used is the 5M 701, 
equipped w ith fla pcrons and known for its 
good perforlllJll f!. Urba n hJS developed a 
brilliant connection system for the fl aps Jnd 
airhrakc·s operati on: ther is just one ca r
hdndbrake-tyr e lever in th e centre of th e 
cockp it. Complet Iy down, the fbpcron s ;lre 
in the 0 0 position, nd Ih airbrakes locked. 
Pushing th knob at the tip of th e lev 'r in 
and set it to the first step anq the t'i aperons 
go down to the +4°, suitab le for take-off 
and th ermalli ng. One stop furlher and th e 
fl aperons go to 60 nd the two-bladed 
Schempp-Hirth airbrake are unl ocked. For 
furth er movement, the lock ing knob needs 
to b left out: from now on you an move 
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UFM 13115 Lambada: cockpit and instrument panel 

both fl aperons and airbrakes together, 
continuously out. With th e airbrakes fully 
out, the fl aperons reach 10". With this 
system, the loss of lift caused by the 
Schempp-Hirth ,lirbrakes on the upper 
surface is compensated by the higher I iit of 
the positive flilp ·etli ng. 

The cockpit is a little awkward to enter 
and not very wide, th e se"ts are comfortable 
but close together. Neither se,lts nor pedals 
are adjustJble. The controls and levers ,He 
well positioned, although the fuel cock is 
hidden underneath the pJnel, and the 
rescue system relea se between the backrests 
should be within eas ier reach. The spring 
trim lever is sited by the left stick and the 
bicycle-type hydraulic wheelbrake lever is 
also here. It can be locked by pulling the 
lever Jnd turning the screw underne:lth in ; 
not very elegant, but it works. The panel is 
large. For gliding, the switches can be set 
so that the radio (and maybe an electric 
variomet r) are work ing, but no other 
instruments drain power. 

I flew the Lambada solo, tryi ng both the 
13- and the 15-metre tips. With a full fuel 
tank and me, the motorgl ider weighs about 
41 Okg (904Ib), and the centre of gravity is in 
the middle to rear position. Comfortably 
strapped in, I can close the c,l nopy without 
diffi culty and lock the three levers. 

As usual with the Sauer, the engi ne sta rts 
immed iately, but it does not run as smoothly 
as I was used to from other aircraft. The rea
son for this would be the very light wooden 
Kremen two blade prope ll er - these VW
type boxer engines need a bit of rot-ating 
mass to run reall y smoothly. A week after 
my flight I phoned Rudi Hacke l, and he told 
me that a MLihlbauer propeller from the 
Falke had been fitted, reduci ng vibrations 
sig-nificantly, as expected. 

The tricycle underCimiage with the 
rudder-pedal operated nosewheel allows 
easy and prec ise taxying. Although th e main 
undercarriage is equipped with hydraulic 
disc brakes, the wheelhrake lever by the 
stick requires quite high forces to hold the 
aircraft with the engine running full throttle. 
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Above: the Sauer 1.8-lilreI54hp engine 

Flaps to stop 1, full throttle, and the 
Lambada accelerates straight ahead ,lnd in ,1 

stable way. Crosswinds cause no problerns. 
As the underca rri age is rel<ltively far ait, it is 
better to leave the sti ck only 51 ightl y behind 
neutral and wait; it leaves the ground 
smoothly at about 75km/h (40kts), when 
you need a small amount of left rudder to 
compensate for torque. Then accelerJte to 
90km/h (49kts) b fore climbing. The engine 
now runs with 2,850rpm, after reaching a 
safe height I set the fl aps 10 0 and reduce 
the throttle to the engine's max rpm of 
2700 at 1OOkrn/h (54kts). It tilkes about 
5 minutes 20 seconas to climb to 1,000m 
(3,281 it) AGL. Vi sibilitv and ventilation are 
both good, and the co'ntrol forces ,lre low. 
Indeed, if I move the pedals and take my 
feet off, they remain where they are and do 
not come back to neutr,ll. For cruising with 
th e fi xed propeller, I have to take the throttle 
far hack to keep the rpm need le at 2700. 
Finally, the ASI shovvs a speed of nearly 
160km/h (86kls) . Aileron forces increilse 
noticeably with speed, while elevator 
and rudder forces remain low. Th e spring 
trimmer is effective across the whole 
speed range. 

The Larnbada's stalling characteristics 
seemed docile with either se t of tips, and its 
handling fee ls well harmonised. Changing 
th e power setting frqm idle to full throttle 
trimmed to 11 Okm/h (59 kts) results in a 
slight nose-up motion but after a short time 
the aircraft clirnbs with the pr~~v ious speed 
again. The trimmed speed also remains 
constan t during changes of the flap/a irbrake 
setting. The controls' effec tiveness Jnd 
harmi)niSiltion are also fine: rolling between 
30° and 30° bank and bilck at 90km/h 
(4 kts) with full rudder and aileron causes 
no ideslipping. The 45 ° roll-rate at 100km/h 
(54kts) shows clea rly thilt the wingtip, are 
not equ ipped with ailerons. 

In the 15-metre configuration I measured 
4.3 seconds, hot too bile!, while you might 
describe the 3.4 seconds of the 1 ]-metre 
wing as quite nifty. 

Even better, the LarnhadJ is fun 10 soar. lis 

light weight and short fuselage mean that 
therm,'lling in rough air demands more 
corrections than a normal glider. But th e 
light, responsive controls mean this isn't a 
prohlem. And she climbs well: I estimate the 
perforrna nce as something like a K-8, maybe 
even a bit better with a fedthered prop. 
Compared to the.> B-Falk , Ihe Lclrnbada is 
the clear winner l Besides that prop, I would 
recomillend the taildragger if you intend to 
do much soa ring; th e pri ce is the same, and 
without the nosewhee l the performance 
should be even better. 

The landing, at an <lpproach speed of 
95 km/h (5 1kts), is easy. The airlmk 5 work 
well enough; for steep appro, ches th e 
sideslip is very effective. Fully held orr, the 
Lambada touches the ground softly and 
soon afterwards nods down on the nose
vheel. Crosswinds are aga in no problem. 

On the one hand, th ·> Lambada 13/15 
opens up soaring possibilities for th e micro
light pilot without reducing his touring fun. 
On the other, it is an int re ting ;J lternative 
for glider pilots wcll1ting to convert to motor
gliders. Thanks to its lightweight design and 
e<ls)' rigging, it offers even more freedolll 
than conventional motorgl iders. The 
13-metre Lambada is nicely soarable and, 
with the Rotax 912 and variable-pitch prop, 
might be first choic for pilots w ho prefer 
fast touring, but soar if the weather is (ine. 
For pilots primarily interested in soaring, I'd 
reconlmend the 15-metre taildragger, and of 
course, a feathering prop. Just oll e hJndicap 
remains: the relalively low PJ)do,]ci. To 
improve this, Fljming Air has JlreJdy got a 
new engine: the 83 hp Gi.ibk>r-Hirth F-lOE 
2-stroke 4-cylinder with reduction gear and 
exhJust system is expected to come in at 
about 60kg (132Ib). I have tri ed thi s engine 
on <lnother rnicroli ght Jnd WJS impressed. 
The hasic pri ce for ·th e Laml)ada 13/15 with 
fixed prop is ctbou t 55,000 Euros - normal 
for modern miuolights, but much less cash 
than the cheapest touring motorgliders 
offered lociav bv the factori s. 
Tl:'xt <Inc! ph;)lo.~: Jochen Ewalr! 
hllp: lldt 'n)k 1l1!)LJ(). m(lcrowJ re. f"7/La 1l1hrld..-H-' Il. hon I 
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XKIO "CLUB"VARIO SYSTEM 
* Over SOO units in use in the UK alone* See us on: www.cairaviation.co.uk 
from 

• 80HelY Vol~ 

I
· Gir 	 LL 

• Three A'Ierager Modes 
• Thermal Tolol A.verage 
• Speed 10 Fly

XK I 0 "ClUB" VARIOMETER • Climb/ Clu;" Mod. Aviation Ltd.~ 
• Audio ,od., climb IDle • Auto Shul Down Overnighl 
• Ilo flask iC1luiled • High ~ok Role A~rt £149 	 I , ,' 

• AVC ,n Oown Tooe • GUll fih"iog £249 • 0 - 5kl' W.,. Mode 	 "You can bank on us" 
• New Instruments: PZL Expanded Scale ASI's. 1.5 Turns 0-140kts £114, 1.75 Turns 0-200kts £124, PZL Zero Resel Varias, Flask and Ring, 80mm (Gliderl £189, Extended Scale (Molar Gliderl £189, 

57mm (Gliderl £219, 12V Mini TiS £229, Sensilive Altimeters £149-£153, PZL Altimeter £89, Mini Accelerometer £159, CM24 Bullet Pedestal Compass £49, LC3 Panel Compass £47, PZL Panel Compass 

£47, Vertical Cord Compass £139 • Surplus Tested Instruments: Horizons with new Solid Slate Inverter, Ferranti Mk6 £369, Mk14 (Coloured DisplaYI £409, Mk31 (Coloured Display and Inlegrol 

Slip Balli £590, 80mm Glider rate TiS £99, Smiths Mk20 80mm Altimeter 6 O'clock Knob, £114, Mini Accelerometers £99 • Radios: Delcam 960 Panel Mount £249, Hand Held £219, ICOM A3E 


£276, A22E £299, Glider BOHery Charger £19.90 • Parachutes: SK94, Type Certified, C. of A. Rapid Opening, Low Descent Rate, Sleerable, Comibrtable, Lumbar Supporl, Bag, 20 year life £509 

• BGA Approved "Ottfur" Releases: Original New "OHfurs" £169, Latest "Ottfur" olternalive release for modern gliders - Aerotow CW400 series £169, C of G CW300 series £199, 


Exchange all series wilh latest madificatians £89, Spring Kils available all series. 


(OLIN D. STREET (Mobile 07971 252619) www.(airaviation.(o.uk 

REPEATER METER OPTION 
• 60mm Mounllog • 1/, Mods Requiled 
• Loom Included £89
• Mellie Versioo 1l-5m/!t' 

:
+. ~11JJ 

)v..:en 

FlightMap Upgrade Offer 
FlightMap is being upgraded with a new range of maps 
which show more detail and which cover a range of 
countries. The emphasis on ease-of-use is retained as are 
the existing facilities for: 

o 	 Task preparation. 


Flight display and analysis_ 


o 	 Logbook maintenance. 

The new maps will become available in FlightMap Version 2. 
For information on availability and special offers for 
purchasing Version 1 with a free upgrade, visit: 

www.flightmap.co.uk 

Illustration shows the new map for Spain. Data is supplied 
by Bartholomew Digital Data. 

~ BGA C OURSES FOR 2002 ~ 

BASIC INSTRUCTOR COURSES FULL INSTRUCTOR SOARING COURSES - 5 DAY COURSES 

£130 (£65 for young persons) PREPARATION COURSES £110 (£55 for young persons) 

BI 1 . ........ May 13 - 17 ...... .Bicester £130 (£65 for young persons) SC 1..... May 6 - 10 ... .. .5altby (Buckminster) 
BI 2 ........ . May 20 - 24 . .. . . ..Bicester FC 2....... June 3 - 7 ......Bicester SC 2... . . May 13 - 17 .....Bidford 

BI 3 ......... May 27 - 31 .. . ....Bicester 	 SC 3... .. May 20 - 24 .....Pocklington (Wold) 

BI 4 ......... June 24 - 28 ... ....Bicester CAA MOTOR GLIDER SC 4..... June 3 - 7 .......Nympsfield (Bris & Glos) 


INSTRUCTOR COURSE SC 5... .. June 10 -14 . ....Edgehill (Shenington)

ASSISTANT INSTRUCTOR 
 SC 6..... June 17 - 21 .....The Park (Bath, Wilts &£265 (£135 for young persons)COURSES . . . . . . .. North Devon 

MG 1 ..... June 29 - July 7 ...Bicester£265 (£135 for young persons) 
SOARING COURSES - 7 DAY COURSESIC 5 ......... April 27 - May 5 ....Lasham 

IC 6 ..... . ... April 27 - May 5 . .. .Bicester CFI WEEKEND - Free £155 (£77 for young persons) 

IC 7 ......... June 8 - 16 ..... ...Bicester CFI 1 . ..... June 22 - 23 ......Bicester SC 7....... .... June 30 - July 6 ...... . .. .Bicester 

To book on the above courses, contact the BGA on: Tel: 01162531051 • www.gliding.co.uk· E-Mail: colin@gliding.co.uk 

BRITISH GLIDING ASSOCIATION, KIMBERLEY HOUSE, VAUGHAN WAY, LEICESTER LE1 4SE 
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WinPilot + Volkslogger + 850 or LX5000 

Flight Computer + Moving Map +Task 
management +Navigation +Thermal 
Mapping +View IGC files +Airspace 
warnings +Ground Feature Map 

TCtUch emr,ty :: paCr ". 
to PAN !J: T€'€'n ". 

i;--......., ... 
Magn.etic NOf1h l~~\ Nonl"nd_ TP 

Touch tor dt1:rn1~ 

Lan(u,b!e TP 
- ". 

.!l..Lto Ie·om ~! TP 
TOLJcl1 for details 55 

-T ....I(!lnlls.wth 
\h,,:::-::!~d,rm:I Sl .!lrt &nd .!:~c1.or, 

(}lidepa1h Indicedol 

Aniv>?!1La1jej~ 
Touch tGr ctet!lJls 

II i, ~. :j. ce l lSbele. 

TOI.l~ t1 for dehlll~ 


NA\l8oX6S 

(Con!lgurabie) 

Advanced £270 needs GPS (NMEA) +vat 

Pro £340 needs Borgelt B50 I LX5000 +vat 

www.crabcom.demon.co.uk 

••• Win Pilot now supports COMPAQ iPaq and LX5000 ... 
WinPiiot is the next generation instrument. It is the most powerful glider computer 
software available, providing a friendly user interface with a fast, high resolution, 
touch sensitive display. It uses palm-sized computers Compaq iPaq, Aero 1550 . 
WinPiiot Pro Combined with an IGC VolksLogger and a Borgelt B50 or LX500 
Va rio creates an incredibly powerful platform on which any option found in today's 
flight computers, and many new ones can be implemented. 

Borgelt B50 £599 +vat 

• smooth , responsive, quicker centering 
• extremely zero stable varia - rely on it 
• different speed-to-fly and varia sounds 
• clear, unambiguous displays 
• installation is easy - no flasks 
• analogue display size - 57 or 80mm 
• Wiring harness for link to WinPilot pro 

VolksLogger £519 +vat 

• IGC Logger, clear GPS nav. Display 
• inc! all cables and software 
• 25 hours logging at 10 sec intervals 
• FAI task declarations and GOTO function 
• BGA2000 waypoints supplied 
• Download flights i Link to Win Pilot Adv, Pro 

GarMax £56.50 +pp+vat -2001 UK Airspace moving map for Garmin GPS 
Still ~most cost effective and complete gliding TP and moving map available! I 

Crabb Computing 
3 Salford Close, Welford, Northants NN6 6JJ 

~ Tel : +44 (0) 1858575665 Fax: +44 (0) 1858575590 
CRABB E-Mail: winpilot@crabcom.demon.co.uke~ 

MEMBER 

JOINT AVIATION SERVICES LTD 
General Insurance 

STANDARDS COUNOlService with Secllrity 

Probably the largest Sailplane Insurance 

Agency in EurojJe 


With Sailplane clients from all over Europe, all receiving the same high 
standards of service and competitive prices 

Our Policies now include free airside coverage f01' your car and your syndicate members cars 

JOINT AVIATION SERVICES LTD 

0044 (0)1420 88664 General Enquiries or 


Terry Joint 0044 (0)1420 88700 (Mobile 0044 (0)7802 708(70) 

Bernadette Pollard 0044 (0)1420 88706 • Facsimile 0044 (0)1420 542003 


Joint Aviation Services Ltd 

No.8 Old Aylesfield Buildings, Froyle Road, Shalden, Alton, Hants. GU34 4BY 


Or visit our website @ http://www-joint.co.uk • Or email jOint.aviation@virgin.net 
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Above: be aware of these two blind spots for the glider pilot. Left: Neit Lawson and Note the position of the thermafling glider 's tail against a point on the horizon; this 

(front) AI Greensmith in Lasham 's Grab Twin Aero III (the White Planes picture co.) should be the extent of its turn (all diagrams by Simon Adlard) 

FOR SOME years now, soaring pilots 
have found it beneficial to fly in pairs, 
and the recent results of our gliding 

teams have proved this to be a highly 
effcctive tacti c. There are severill reasons 
for this, one of which i: the filet that two 
gliders flying in a co-operJLive manner w ill 
almost always centre a therm,d faster and 
subsequently outdimb an individudl. 

Glidi ng, as a sport, oifers us the chance to 
vent our competitive nature. Unfortunat Iy, 
this often comes out in a thermal where two 
pilots have their own idea of where the core 
is and how to centre it in an attempt to out
climb the other. This in itself is not a bad 
thing - except that both gliders tend to get in 
each other's way, and so th e overall climb 
rate deteriorates to below what would have 
been xpected if either pilot had been alone. 

As well as this, the risk of 'o llision may 
become unacceptab ly high if the climb is 
conductecl without rega rd for the other pilot. 

This series of articles is intended to look elt 
how we can maximise our climb rate by 
using other gliders while still minimisin r the 
risk of il mid-air collision. In order to do this, 
we need to obey a few basic rul es (see box, 
below) and mi1ke some initial assumptions. 

If we arc going to be seen by the other 
glider and keep the other glider in sight, we 
must fir st understand the blind spots that 

The rules (1) 
Assume that the other pilot Ilas not seen 
you and that - even if they have - they 
will manoeuvre towards you 

An aircraft that remains stationary in the 
canopy and is growing larger IS going to 
hit you 

Always keep gliders in the near area in 
view and make sure they can see you 
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gliders have and - more importantly - the 
situations that might lead to both gliders 
bei ng in each other'S bl i nd spots. 

Before we consider sharing a thermal we 
will have to think about how we are going 
to join a thermalling glider. This is where we 
will need to make certain elssumptions. 

The first i1ssumption is that the Circling 
glider has found a good climb and is already 
centred on it. This means that no time w ill 
be wasted trying to centre the th ermal once 
live lOin. In order for this to work it is vital 
that th e other pilot stays in the core and can 
concentrate on centring it without hilving to 
worry Jbout avoiding you, 

If we join th e thermal in such a manner as 
to alarm the other pilot then th ey may move 
their turn to give them greJter sepJration 
or comfort; this mea ns that they lose the 
thermal core and you have to waste time 
recentring th th rmal. In other words: 
you've blown it. 

Apart from the obvious disadvantages at a 
lower overall climb rate, the consequences 
of joining a thermal badly can be that we 
confli ct with the other glider, increas ing the 
risk of collision. Remember rule 1. 

This risk can once again be minimised by 
a few basic rul es (see box, tOjJ right). 

The perfe t join is one that pl aces you 
exactly opposite the other glider, sufficiently 
far away 50 th at you can rem ain opposite 
them with a comfortab le angle of hank and 
speed (see diagram, ahove right). Before 
we ca n do this w must first assess th e 
extremities of the other glider's turn. This is 
easy to do but rarel y explained. Simply 
watch the other glider's turn until you can 
see it rea r-end on, th en mark a point on the 
horizon, which will th en Illark the boundary 
of its turn . Provided we fly towards this point 
we will end up intercepting their turn at a 
tan gent (assuming th ey don't alter their turn). 

If it looks likely there will be no coniliet 
then continue on into the turn (see opposite, 
lem keeping th e other glider opposite you. 

The rules (2) 
The ,first glider has right of way 

Join the thermal so that you turn in the 
same direction 

Join in such a manner that the other 
glider does not have to manoeuvre 
in order to avoid you 

If there is more than one glider and they 
are thermalling in different directions 
then turn in the same direction as the 
one closest to your height 

Do not pull up in front of another glider 

This method of joining another glider 
souncls simple enough but is in fact rather 
dif(icult to do, and th e chances of entering 
the thermal when the other glider is not 
opposite you iHe high. If this looks like the 
CJse then we will need to enter the thermal 
in a spiral fashion (see opposite right). 

The first thing we need to do is to reassure 
the other pil ot thilt we have seen him and 
dre doing something about it: remember, 
it is important to us that h remain s in the 
thermal core. The best W,)y to do this is 
whil e vve dr ' flying towarcls th e thermal <lnd 
the other pilot is in a position to sec us, w 
should positively turn away from them so as 
to position our glider some way outside their 
turn. Exactly how far away you place you r
self is up to you, however, put yourself in 
the other pilot's frame of mind and decide 
how close you would want somebody else 
to you. As you now fl y around the outside 
of their thermal you will eventually find 
yourself opposite th em, at this point move in 
closer until you can hold position with a 
comfortable anale of bank and speed. \ . 
Next issue: thermalling together ~ 
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COACHING CORNER 

.... , ... ... ....... ........ ....... , ..._..... , ................... ........... ...,... .... ,.,
~.,. 

The way to winch 

Bob Pettifer takes a look at the 
basics of winching in the first 
of a series for anyone who's 
learning new skills or keeping 
existing ones up to scratch 

HAVE YOU ever had that feeling that 
you are not quite sure what you are 
being asked to do by your instructor, 

or, as I n instructor, thM you r pupil seems 
to be a madmJn who ca n't understand the 
simples t instructi ons? These things Jre 
inev itab le, and most probabl y due to a li1 ck 
of communication . 

SO, with some trep idat ion, Coach ing 
Corner is JI"1 attempt 10 try to bridge th e 
commu ni ca ti on gap, fill in some of the 
detail s, and explain the reasons behind 
some of th e bas ic ilying exercises. It will not 
be an A to Z of flying trai ning but will pi ck 
out some of the things that <:He caus ing 
problems round the country. 

The winch launch 
The most difficult part of the wi nch launch 
seems to be the ground ro ll and initial 
climb. They can be simplicity itself if a few 
basic facts are unJerstood Jnd impl emented. 

After carrying out the stand:mj cockpit 
check CBS IFTCB - pay ihg part icular 
attention to T (trim) so that th e aircraft is 
properl y trimmed to the landing speed, not 
just pushed forwiHd to between neutral and 
fully forward - we are rE'a dy for th e most 
important part, E, (or eventualities (Engage 
Brain). This is the point Jt whi ch )'O U can 
remove some of the diffi culty of the launch 
and subsequent circuit. To avoid dropping a 
wing and ciHtwheeling du ring the ground 
fu n, check the foll owing: 

Offset Cable 

11th... r..ble li~ w~1I off to ont" ~de, Ihto Slidl'r can ~wing 


\'('fY ~uddlfflly lowilordl. U durinC Ih. iniliOliI .aett-ii"'ralion 


Offset Hook 
l e ft of Ihe glider' !> cenln.'-Unc olnd do'it' 10 the wh~1 (ejtl. 

Ih,.; n;I;'I ,",;n.",ml.nd~ 


!] 
A crosswind from the l ~f1 Il's.sl"ns tht.> swing.. 
and may COunte ract it co mpletely 

o Wind directi on and strength. A crosswind 
w ill cncou rJge a swing into wind (Figure 1). 
When the "vind is strong you will encounter 
a signifi cJ nt wi nd gradi ent on take-off 
and land ing. 
o Where is the cab le attachment on the 
glider7 If it is to one side the gl ider 
w ill sw ing away from that side on the 
ground run. 
.J Where is the cab le lying in relation to the 
glider? If it is off sign ifi cantly to one side 
then, when you start accelerating, you will 
have a vio lent sw ing towards it. 
o Which w ing is being held? There is a 
possibility that it could be held back, also 

aus ing a swing to th at side. 
Assess whether these fa ctors cance l each 

other out Or not. If you think you are go ing 
to have a prob lem, don't launch unti I 
something is done about it. For exampl e, ask 
for the cable to be pulled across, or change 
th e w ingti p being held etc. 

If you are in a two-sea ter a,k the inst ru ctor 
for advice. (Instructors - lead by afe 
eXClmple, rather th an: "we' ll probably get 
away wi th it". Remember thilt if )'OU say it 's 
OK, then )'ou've made yourse lf respons ible if 
the launch goes wrong). 

Having minimised the chance of swing on 
t'l ke-off, we need to turn our attention to the 
lilunch failure; which can happen on the 
best of equipment, even if the probab ili ty is 
low. Aga in, wind direc tion and strength, and 
obstacles, wi ll need aSsessment in ord r to 
determine which wa)' ),ou w ill turn if you 
ca n't land safely ahead. 

Traffic in the circ uit should be noted, both 
for the direction to turn at the top of the 
launch, or if th e launch fails ilnd a truncJted 
circuit is necessa ry. "Think ahead" is a good 
philosophy to cultivate. 

Ground run and initial climb 
Now th e cab le ca n be accep ted and the 
launch sta rted. Left hand readv to releJse 
immediately if you get a w ing'drop on the 
ground run . The sti ck position should be 
neutral or slightl y forwa rd of centre (th e 
actuJI amount depends on th e aircraft you 
are flying. It w ill only take a coup le of 
launches to find out). 

As speed increases keep straight w ith 
rudder, and keep wi ngs leve l w ith il i leron. 
Be prepared to use coarse deflec tions if 
necessary. Wait for the speed to increase 
(how long you have to wa it will va ry w ith 
the power of the winch and the \.vind 
strength ). If the trim position is COrrect (set 
for approach speed) then a combination of 
that and the cable/hook couple will rotate 
the glider (F igure 2) to the climb Cl ngle 
suited to th e speed, but be warned that thi s 
doesn't work with all gliders . Above about 
100 ft a smooth transition can be made to a 
steeper climb if thJt is necessary, looking out 
to the side to ilSSess the angle. 

Now where can this go wrong? 
If the wind speed is low and acceleration 
poor, the groLlnd run will be long, so it is 
easy to think you are doing something 
wrong Jnd that the glider "ought to have 
taken off". Res ist th e temptation to pull the 
stick back and pull the aircraft off the 
ground earl y (Figure 3A) . 

A steep climb angle with low speed wi ll 
result in I n irrecov rabl e sta ll or spin. 
If the speed is OK and you then pull up 
immediJtely in to a very steep cl imb, you 
can still stall or sp in, or the cable w ill break. 
It is possible to stall Jnd have a cab le break 
simultaneousl)" but normally one or the 
other happens, depending on circu mstances. 

PrO~(f5Sive ~ tl ck atlju\tment 10 counh'r 
changes in t "abl e. pitching eiieL1 and 
ach it~v!! fin.J.1dimb .mglt' 

Con-"ant AoA - Speed inneasing - lift increasing 
Automatic climb entry without puJling back on the $lick 

If nose fails to ri se normally 
then the speed is: insufHcient. 
Do not pull up steep ly! 

A cros~\\'ihd from the ri ght will worsen the , wing 

Figure 1: lake-off swing (al/ diagrams: Steve Longland) Figure 2: perfect rotation on a winch launch 
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Ib 
Swift rotation requires large vertical lift load 
Ii ,1jf)pe~'d is Jow, or IflstJ((ich~m, 
tllen {herr' will bl2 a /,l(W' IflCrt"lSe 
;n rhe AoA. fhe gliller rn a}' qafl ~ 

Figure 3: oveNotation (A) and correction rota tion (8) into the climb Figure 4: non-recoverable cable break 

If you think you ca n pull up steep ly at a 
higher speed and be safe, think again (see 
Figure 4). Say that you have a brea k at 50ft 
and sOkts, w ith the nose well up. Even if 
you follow the zero G balli stic curve - this is 
the same ' fli ght path' as the one taken by a 
stone thrown at the sam ,peed and ang le 
- you will on ly rega in the initi al sOkts at 
50ft after the push-over, but th en be unable 
to app ly sufficient g to round-out without 
sta lling or spinning. 

If you take into account the delay in 
taking act ion at the point where the cabl e 
breaks (the speed wi ll be reduci ng at about 
20kts per second) aerodynamic clrag w ill 
reduce th e height ga in, and a wind gradient 
will either red uce or prevent any speed 
increase on the way down. 

In prac ti ca l terms thi s makes a break 
during a steep climb at say, 60kt5, and below 
100ft, irrecoverable. (If, as an instructor, you 
teach inexperienced pilots to do this you are 
putt ing them at ri sk). 

In strong winds a high climb rate can be 
achieved with a sensible cl imb att itude. It is 
a steep att itude that gives the probl em. 

Good winch driving G 1I1 also help prevent 
excess ive speeds at sensible climb ang les. 

If you think the probability of an accident 
is low, w hJve had five accidents in the 
last 12 months resulting in fatalities and 
serious injury. 

Full climb and release 
The main part of the climh is governed by 
th e power of the winch and the minimum 
ancl maximum speeds. As the load on the 
glider increases, so does the minimum speed 
required. 

Generall v, the correct weak link is set to 
hreak at t\·;ice the glider's all-up we ight, 
which means that initiall y the stalling speed 
can in crease to 1.42 tim es the normal 1 g 
va lue (th e square root of 2 x Vs, w here Vs is 
th e un accelerated sta lling speed) before the 
weak link breaks. 

For a K-1 3 thi s wou ld increase the stJ lling 
speed to just be low 50kts, so the minimum 
speed dur ing the first part of the l;lUnch - if 
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you unadvisedly hacl the stick well back or 
even on the back stop - would be 50kts. 

The minimum speed is normally bdsed on 
'1.5 x Vs as this is both eas ier 10 work out 
(Vs+50'/:,) Jnd prov ides J smJl1 ex tra margin 
- in thi s case S3kt rat her than 50kt. Th e 
loading can increase towards the top of the 
Idunch, and if the sti ck is on the back stop, 
th e sta lling speed can increase to the 
square root of 3 x Vs, which for a K-1 3 
wou ld b 60ktsl 

In som e gliders the sq uare root of 3 x Vs 
can be higher th an the max permitted w inch 
speed, as defined by the manufacturer and 
slated on th e p lacarcl. 

In terms of stall ing Jnd sp inning, the most 
criti ca l area, largely due to the proximity 
of the ground, is the initidl rotation Jnd 

'If you think the probability of 

an accident is low, we have had 


five accidents in the last 

12 months, resulting in 


fatalities and serious injury' 


climb. ( Me has to be taken not to climb 
too steep ly. 

At the top of the launch one of three 
things wi ll occu r: 

The cable w ill automati ca ll y back-release 
under load. Thi s is not recommended - the 
action is to treat thi s as a cahle hrea k and 
lower th e nose to the recovery ,1ttitude Jnd 
JS speed increa e return to the norma l 
gliding angle. 
D As the nose is pull ed down the back
pressure on the sti ck is reduced and the pil ot 
releases th cable. As before, lower the nose 
and resume the normal glidihg Jllitude. 
o The win -h driver w ill cut th e power, and 
as the nose is lowered the cab le will be 
released by th e pilot, or Jutoma ti ca ll y back
release. Again resume the normal gliding 
attitude. 

If at the top of th e cli mb a slow rocking o f 
the wings is noticed, then th e ai rcrJft wi II be 
close to stall ing or sp inning. A departure 
into a spin or sta ll during any part of the 

climb may be sudden Jnd vio lent since it is 
an accelerated fl ight situation where some 
sta ll warning symptoms are less not iceable. 

Launch failures 
The on ly thing I am going to say about 
launch f,lilures is confined to regaining 
speed ancl taking sensible recove ry action. 
The details of what to do next vary from 
site to site. 

If the speed is dropping towilrds the 
mini mum sa fe speed, then reduce the cl imb 
ang le. If the speed does not increase, rel eJse 
the cabl e Jnd lower th e nose to the recovery 
attitude. When the required speed is 
reached, land Jhead if it is safe to do so, or 
take the appropriate Cl lternative action . 

If the speed is too fast (hut not excess ively 
so), check the climb attitude. If the angle is 
too shal low and the glider is at a safe height, 
then the climb shoul d be steepened gentl y 
to the correct angle, but no furth er. If the 
speed con tinues to increase, the glider 
should be yawed left and ri ght with th e 
w ings level. If the speed is still too high, 
wait until you have reached a sa fe altitude, 
rel ease under tensi on, pause briefly - to 
all ow the cable parachute, it' there is one, to 
dep loy ancl fa ll below the glider - and then 
lower th e nose. An immediate push-over 
after the brea k in this scenario cou ld fl y you 
under the parachute and into the c.: Jb le. WJit 
for the peed to sta hili se, and carry out the 
necessary acti ons to make a sJ fe IJnding. 

If th e cab le brea ks, lower the nose to the 
recovery attitude. The steeper and slower the 
climh the l110re rap idly the nose needs to be 
lowered to the recovery Jtt itucie. W ait (or the 
sp ed to increase to the approJch speed 
then manoeuvre th e glider as ppropriate. 

Conclusion 
I hope thi s helps to underst '1 nd the winch 
launch more full y but I ca nnot gUal'antee 
that wha t I rn eJnt to say is what you read. 
Pl ease ask for CIMifica tion it' you clon 't 
understand. 
Bob, from Bowland Forest Cc, chairs \. 
th e BCA Instructors' Committee ~ 
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A web-based map that shows 
you where to find thermals? 
S&G investigates 

F YOU 'RE a fJn of gliding simulators, 
you've probably found th e button that 
makes the sky display thermal indicJtors 

- hJndy when you've made a complete 
pig's ear of your flight. So far, the real world 
has failed to provide a similar service 
(va riously seen JS either the iuture of oa ring 
or the death of it) . But now an AmericJn 
website is oil'erin g the next best thin g: a Illap 
of thermal "hotspots", based on GPS data 
logged on rea l cross-country flights. 

The Soaring HotSpots Project is a website 
that allows glider pilots from 11 States in 
North Ameri ··a to share informJtion about 
where they fOLi nd lift. All they need to take 
part is an inexpensive GPS unit. They collect 
information while fl yi ng then upload it to 
www.regnoc.com/hotspot The locations 
where th t,y thermal led are plotted on 
con tour maps and show up as lines . Each 
new ·et of GPS data is added to the last, 

so that areas where many people found lift 
end up strongly highlighted. 

This new venture is t.h e brainchild of Jim 
Conger, a cumputer company owner, who 
returned to gliding in 2001 nfter a long gap 
caused by job and family, and is just stnrting 
to fly cross-country aga in . Here Jim answers 
S&G's questions about the site. 

What gave you the idea for the website? 
It was driven by selfish self-interest. I wanted 
to know where the best pl aces to look for lift 
were located. It worked! 

How has it developed so far? 
The website (www.reg l1oc.com/iJo/spot) took 
about twu months to get started, using 
space and internet services provided by a 
software company (which I happen to own) 
to keep the costs down. Since October 
2001, 107 pi lots have made contributions, 
adding up to 918 flights. About half of th ese 
have been direct uploads to site; the others 
were fil es collected by fellow-pilot Carl 
Herold for cross-country seminars and other 
projects. Must flights submitted are well over 

Above: actual recorde.d ground track, showing circles Above: the plaited HotSpots as seen on the web maps 

Data shows that the steeper the slope, the more likely 

it is to be a hotspot (Duo Discus/Richard Hinley) 

300km . Wave flights are typicall y not useful 
because the Jigorithm used to detect 
"hot spots" does not recugnise wave liit. 
The geographi ca l area covered is th e 
western US, and most of the SOcHing is in 
desert and mountain conditions. We think 
of it as thermal soaring, but the topography 
strongly influences where the I ift is located, 
so there is a bit of " ridge" in there too. 

At this point we have almost too much 
data around major gliderports (M inden is 
obliterated by thermals!) but want to expand 
coverage into areas where fewer people 
have iluwn and where knowledge of likely 
hotspots will help more pilots get into tlw 
area. Expanding the Nevada Great Ba sin, 
Southern Ca lifornia, and US North West are 
high on the list. 

The hardest part of managing the site is 
getting access to good topographical maps 
that are not copyrighted. Most oi the maps 
curren tly displayed are outdated US 
Geographical Survey maps . We have just 
had a br·eakthrough in th;)t the good people 
from SeeYou soflwJre have allowed us to 
use maps generated by their softwilre, which 
is ideal for our purposes . 

What about the areas you don't cover? 
I think the project has gone very well so far, 
but I can al ready see that one site cannot 
realisticall y cover the world. There are just 
too many maps to maintain Jnd other 
maintenance issues that get h,ud to manage 
above about 200 maps. 

I'm hoping other people will take the tools 
and build similar sites covering the areas 
wh~re they fly. 
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Have you done any data analysis yet? 
This is where we hope to take the projec t 
in 2002. So far analysis hils been limited to 
just looking at the data. It is clear that lift is 
strongly influenced by the terrain, and that 
the steeper the slope, the more likely it is to 
be a hotspot. We have several excellent 
meteorologists in th e area, who are building 
daily computer maps of the expected lift 
conditions over the areas we fly. Another 
idea is to use the HotSpot data as real-world 
calibration to fine-tune lift and convergence 
predictions for the area. You ca n think 
of every flight you take as an atmospheric 
datil coll ection exercise' 

Sorting the lift by time of dill' would be 
interesting, pilrticularly to locate morning 
thermals near the take-off points and "get 
home" thermals in the lat afternoon. 

Correlating uur data with major weather 
patterns was suggested by severa l people: 
which areas work best when the wind is 
from a particular direction, or when a high 
pressure area is located near Y? 

Finally, three-dirnensional maps of th 
terrain could be used to do proper scien tific 
correlations between the terrain features and 
the hotspots. High-resolution maps have just 
been released into the publi c domain - but 
it is a lot of datil to crunch! 

What exactly is recorded as a HotSpot? 
I've ended up with two levels of submission. 
Hand-held CPS units do not store the 
altitude data, so th e X, Y location of the 
thermal is recorded/p lotted, but no altitude 
is recorded. I've just started recording the 
altitude of the start and end of the thermal 
when an ICC file is submitted. These files 
have altitude data, although it is fairly noisy 
due to limitations in the CPS system itself. 

What shows up on th e HotSpot maps are 
the start and end poi nts of a location where 
the glider was moving, but stayed within a 
narrow area. The only way to do this is to 
circle, so you are looking a location where 
the gl ider ci rcled for periods of over two 
minutes. We just record the start and end 
points of the thermJI, and a magenta line 
connecting th e two points is "vhat shows up 
on the website plots . 

Broad areas of lift where the glider may 
have climbed in strJight flight will be 
missed. If the pilot circles for more than two 
minutes in sink, that will show up too 
(a lthough they will probably find themselves 
on the ground before two minutes are up!) 

Th e actuJI dJta for all of the thermals is 
avai lable as a downloilcl. It is already over 
10,000 data points (thermals), so people will 
need to contact me if they want to get the 
whole file. The file has latitude, longitude, 
and date/time of the start/end po ints of the 
thermal. Soon it will have the altitude, but 
this will not show up when plotted. 

How can you check the data is real? 
I'm not too worried about someone sending 
me a " fake" CPS track. Evervone's thermal 
data is m rg d, so there is n~ gratifi cJt ioll in 
subrnitting a parti ·ularly good trace. Also, 
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Above: the area south-east 01 Minden. Magenta lines show house thermals and a lew more remote areas 01 lilt 

the algorithm used to pull the thermals out 
of the data has been tuned to be very picky. 
Data on tow, during straight flight, and on 
the ground, is quickly rejected. 

How do you hope pilots will benefit? 
I hope it will encourage people to fly in new 
locations. Each pilot who ventures out and 
then contributes the CPS file to HotSpots is 
paving a new bit of path for the next person. 
It is a bit like playing leapfrog. 

What comments have you had? 
I've had a lot of support from the pilots in 
the area, and a lot of good ideas about 
where to go next with the project. The main 
comment I get is that people wish there 
were more data in certain areilS. I know a 
good way to fix that! 

Are there any safety implications - an 
increased risk of collisions, perhaps? 
I think we have that problem with or 
without the HotSpots data. The worst case 
I know of is along th e western slope of the 
White Mountains (Ca lifornia/Nevada). The 
thermals tend to be strongest in a narrow 
north/south band, which draws all the glider 
traffic into the same zone. We have had a 
number of near-misses, where gliders are 
closing head-on at speeds over 250kts. A 
radio procedure ("alpha") has been initiated 
using ·123.5mHz and six positions along the 
rnountains so pilots can make each other 
aware of their position and establish 
sepa ration approach i ng the same area. 

On th e plus side, flying with a CPS allows 
you to be very precise when communicating 
with other trilffic about where you are 
located and your exact heading. I hope we 
can change glider pilots' behaviour to be 

less "chatty" and use their radio time in 
cleJr messages that help us avo id collisions. 

Usi ng tra nsponders is also becom i ng J 
necessity in areas where we fly through 
approach patterns to rnajor airports. I'm 
having a transponder installed in my glider 
this rnonth. From my recent power training 
I found that it takes a fair amount of 
instruction to use a transponder well. I think 
we will need to add this to training 
programs at gliderports. Communicating 
with air traffic control is pretty intimidating 
for most glider pilots, but we are going to 
need to be good at this too. 

Do you use HotSpots yourself? 
I contribute all of my cross-country flights 
to the site. I use the HotSpot maps when 
planning long flights to try toalign my 
cours~' with th e areas where I ift is most often 
found. The combi nation of th e HotSpots data 
ancl the SeeYou softwarl' works well when 
planning a long flight. 

Of course, once you get in th e air the lift 
is wherever you find it, not necessa rily 
where the most people found lift before. 
We had a good example of this last Sunday 
where the statistically "dead" central 
California valley was providing much 
stronger thermals than th normally "hot" 
mountains. Too bad it took me two hours 
to figure this out! 

,....~---. lim COllgI; r, presidellt or Reglloc 

dlware Inc, stilrl~O flying g liriers in 

19110 and g OI hi. Cold Badge ill /91l2. 

Ch ildren and job moves kopr him 

oul of tllp sporl for mdny yedr5. 

/-/(' has J Min i Nimbus, and flies 

mdin/)' oul ()f orrhem C" /ifornia ;I no N evada. 

/-Ie has also jU,;1 qualified as a power (>i/or 
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SALUTARY SOARING 


That was the worst moment 

Dave Shorter recalls his terrible 
reali sation that trees and gliders 
don't mix - as his sailplane 
headed straight for the forest 

My WORST nightmare was rap idly 
unfolding before my eyes. My glider 
was perilously close to the trees 

,wei sinking fast. My nose was down and 
I W,)S head ing straight for the trees l I hauled 
back on the stick - no response. The awful 
reali sJt ion hit me - stalled and no height 
to recover. 

At last, th e gl ider responded Jnd I pulled 
th e nose up leve l, but treetops were all 
around me now, at eye level. I attempted to 
pull up over the crown of the big tree dead 
ahead but the glider wouldn't respond. 

IncreduloLls, I watched with horror as my 
right wing cut into the treetops. 

Unabl e to exerc ise any further contro l, a 
strange detached curiosity took over: "what 
happens now?" fl eshed through my mind. 
Everything blurred - I guess my eyes were 
closed - but I vividl ' reca ll the hollow 
clunking sou nds of wi ngs hitting branches 
and th e w ild jumbled shaking of the ockpit 
around me. And then all was still. 

I loo ked around and there I was, still in 
one piece; I seemed to be uninjured, and I 
was sitting in the glider, level and stationary 
and precariously balanced in the top of the 
forest ca nopy! 

How did thi s sorry situati on come about? 
It's a story I'm not parti cu larl y proud to 

relate, a. clearl y it resu lted from some grave 
errors of judgment in a set of circumstances 
that proved very tri cky. I've learned some 
very hard lessons. Other pilots may benefit 
from my experience. 

The flying camp 
A group of us were having a week's soari ng 
around Mt Kapu tar in Austral ia, operating 
from John and Barbara Michell's farm, 
Castl etop, on the Narrabri/Bingara Road 
nestled in a beautiful valley between the 
peaks. The Michells made their airstrip avai l
ab le to us, slashed safety runways for emer
gencies, and made us very comfortable in 
th e shearers' quarters. We'd enjoyed their 
wonderful country hospitality and flown 
many stimul ati ng hours here last yea r and 
were hack for more. 

Mt Kaputar at 5,423ft is the highest point 
of the Nanclawar Ranges, whi ch are the 
eroded remnants of past vo lcanic activity. 
Most of the mountainous country is now 
preserved as a w i Iclerness area - the 
Mt Kaputar ational Park. Rock formations 
and eroded va ll eys provide some of the most 
stunning aeri al vistas, with wave-shaped 
cliffs, pea ks like coronets, giant rounded 
rock platforms, cli ffs of crystalline-shaped 
rock, deep gorges and, on top of one 
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Tile nortl) end of tile ndge in Mt Kaputar National Park 

(a wilderness area in Australia) Illal Dave was soaring 

mountain, a group of pinnacles standing like 
a congregation of mourners at a funeral. 

During summer the Nandewar Ranges 
produce good I ift and we often fl y over 
Mt Kaputar on cross-country tasks from 
Lake Keepit, as high as possible and fl at out, 
with little time to revel in the scenery. Flyi ng 
from the Castletop airstrip, we were near at 
hand and could safely spend time exploring 
th e rock outcrops and nearby valleys and 
peaks. In August, with prevailing winds from 
the west, there are good opportunities to 
soar ridge lift and even fly in wave. We'd 
had all of this the previous year and we 
were looking forward to more. 

The launch 
I launched on Tuesday at 12.45pm from 
Castletop (1 ,500ft QNH) into J 5-1 Okt 
westerl y in my beloved DG-202, hoping for 
some interesting lift off the north-south ridge 
fi ve kilometres ahead. Befor laun ch I'd 
been discussing local knowledge with John 
Michell, the property owner, and days he'd 
spent in pa t yea rs soaring the fu ll length of 
that ri dge in good westerl y conditions. I'd 
also had one day mys If last yea r where 
I'd found the cliffs on th e north end of that 
ridge working, although th en I'd been 
unab le to climb much above cliff-top level. 
Today prospects for the ridge look d good. 

I released into a non-ex istent th ,'rmal and 
scratched for while, finally climbi ng near 
the airstr ip to around 3,500ft QN H, then 
pushed west upwind th rough buoyant <:I ir to 
Kill arn ey Gap where th e Narrabri Road 
crosses the range, arriving at around 3,200fl. 

The ridge 
Kill arney Gap (2,300ft) is th e low point in 
the north -south ridge. The gap extends north 
about one-and-a -half kilometres to a bluff, 
CamelbJck (3,200ft), where westward-fac ing 
cliffs of the ridge proper stMt. The ridgeline 
gradually inclines upward for two kilometres 
to the northernmost high point of the ridge 
(3,500ft). 

The ridge stands above a deep, thickly
forested valley that drains to the south-west, 

providing an escape route to the farming 
plains out from Narrabri. I'd marked a 
new agri cu ltural strip just five kilometres 
south-west of Camelback, which was very 
handy. West -fac ing c liffs run along the ridge 
from Camelback for about three-quiuters of 
the length of the ridge, washing out to a 
steep slope into the valley towards the top 
(north) end. 

At the north-west end of the vall ey, about 
500m across th e valley from the ridge, Gins 
Mountain rises from the valley fl oor: a steep 
rock cI iff face to 3,700ft. The north ern end of 
the valley is in the lee of the mountain when 
the wind is from th e west/north-west 
- something I gave insufficient thought to 
before joining the ridge. 

Flying the ridge 
From above Killarney Gap I turned north to 
look for lift along the cliffs. In light westerly 
conditions last year this strategy had worked 
and I'd flown some very enjoyable beats 
along these cliffs in weak rid ge lift. Today 
the w ind was stronger and I hoped to ga in 
height on the ridge and perhaps find a 
th ermal tri ggered by th e cl iffs. 

Sure enough, alongside Camelback and 
approximately two-thirds up the cli ff, I 
contacted lift and continued along the cli ffs, 
climbing strongly. Wary of the restricted 
space for turning between Gins Moun ta in 
and me, I turned back after progressing 
about halfway along the length of the ridge. 
From a few th ousand feet above Ian McPhee 
and Terry Harrison, circling in the Bergfa lke, 
watched my progress below from th e 
shadows on the cI iff face. 

I'd climbed above ridge height by the time I 
made this first turn. I W JS cons ious of 
losing a lot of height in the turn and was 
maybe 100ft below th e cliff when I rejoined 
the ridge - it's possible I'd had to lower my 
nose through the turn. When you're up high 
the loss of height is not noticeable, but when 
measured against a ground object there's a 
stark contrast. I thought no more oi the height 
loss as it was quick ly recovered in the lift 
along the cliffs and when reaching the bottom 
of the southward run was approx imate ly 
1 00-200ft above Ca melback at 3,400ft, a net 
ga in of 2-.100ft for the return circuit. 

Turning for a second beat north I quickl y 
regained height and climbed above and over 
the ridge to stay in the best I ifl. I must have 
had some hundreds of feet cl ea rance over 
the ridge. Watch ing the ground shadow, Ian 
Mcphee overhead remarked to Terry: " look, 
he's climbed up above the ridge now." 

With th e extra height I fell. confident to 
con tinue further north this time before 
deciding to turn out aga in. The lift continued 
buoyan t, I had room out both sides, and 
I had more room to turn inside Gins 
Mountain. I don't reca ll looking at my ASI, 
but the glider " felt" good and I would have 
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expected my speed to be around 48-S0kts. 
I believe I was flying on a OC flap setting. 

I flew beyond the end of the cliffs to 
where the steep-sided valley merged with 
the top of the ridge. The lift tapered off so 
I made a normal turn to the left away from 
the ridge. I recall nothing unusual: no wing 
drop, my vents were closed and I noti ced no 
noise change, and control response was 
okay - but I did lower the nose, so my 
airspeed must have been marginal. 

I was probably looking back over my 
shoulder to the ridge behind as I turned 
beca use I got a horrible surprise when 
I glanced ahead agai n to see how suddenly 
things had turned bad. The glider was low 
and heading strJight into the trees. I had the 
most awful feeling in the pit of my stomach 
as the realis at ion hit me thilt I WJS now in a 
desperJte situJtion. 

Anyone who tells you to put your sti ck for
ward when you're already pointed straight 
into the ground and onl y 100ft or so to go 
wi II never understand th e desperate ground 
rush sensation that overcomes you in this sit
uat ion. Up till now it had still seemed to be 
flying. I hauled back on the stick, to no ava il 
- stalled. That was the worst moment. 

After what seemed an eternity, probably a 
second or two, the glider responded and 
pulled up level, but with insufficient air
speed to pull up over the crown of the large 
tree thrusting out Jbove the surrounding 
forest onopy, The ri ght wing went into the 
leaves and the clunking of the wings hitting 
branches was the last thing I remembered 
before coming to a precarious halt in the top 
of the trees faCing the opposite directi on, 
The glider hJd sunk probably around 400ft! 

People have sa id how their whole life 
flashes before th em during the fl eeting 
moments of a life-threaten ing experience 
like thi s. My brother, who was hit by 
lightning, said all he could think of was 
whether he'd paid up the life insurance 
policy. For me, it was a strangely clinical 
experi ence. As the branches started crash i ng 
around, and I was tossed w ildly in the glider 
I was thinking: " I wonder what happens 
next?" Maybe I just wasn't goi ng to die, 

The crashed glider 
When the movement stopped, I looked w ith 
amazement around me - I was sitting in the 
gl ider fac ing in the opposite directi on. The 

Dave's DG-202 nestled in the tree·top 
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gl ider was level in a sl ightly nose-down 
attitude Jnd about 20ft belovv the tree top. 
Two metres of the right wing had broken off 
and was dangling by a tape from the gash, 
the right w ing reasonably supported on a 
downward-sloping branch halfway out to the 
break. 

I was aghast when I looked to the left 
wingtip and saw the slender wisp of branch, 
bent over 90 c

, which was all that WilS ho ld
ing up thilt side of the glider. The wing WilS 
gently wafting up and down in the breeze, 

I couldn't see ilnything below the cockpit 
or behind. All I knew was I was awfully high 
as I couldn't see anything but a dark gloom 
below to th e forest fl oor, I later worked out 
that the gl ider was about 100tt ilbove 
ground. There were a couple of crossed 
branches and a broken stump supporting 
th e fusela ge with no support under the rear 
of the plane, 

A large vertical bran ch about six inches in 
diameter, which had taken the impact of the 
wing, had broken and fallen acros the 
cockp it, crushin g the instrument panel, and 
was attached to the broken stump by not 
much more th an a few strings of bark. The 
nose of the glider was shattered and broken 
off near th e rudder pedals ilnd the front of 
the cockp it was delaminated and distorted. 

The canopy was shattered (I was sitting in 
fresh air) and I released the canopy frame 

'Ian McPhee had been watching 
as I worked my way along the 

ridge. When he looked again he 
couldn't believe his eyes - my 

glider was stationary!' 

w ith the jagged broken shard of perspex 
and threw it overboard. The MNAV and GPS 
were beeping their heads off, distracting me 
from thinking clearly, and I managed to feel 
out th e switches under the crushed pane l 
and turn them off. 

Above me Ian McPhee had been watching 
as I worked my way along the ridge, He 
was turned away as I turned, and when he 
looked back aga in he couldn 't believe his 
eyes - the glider was stati onary! After 
checking agai n, he broadcas t back to base 
that the glider was down in the trees. " It 
looks like a heli copter job," he said. 

Hearing this, I realised that I still had a 
working radio and I reported my situati on. 
I warned that a helicopt r overhead could 
possibly dislodge the glider. Ian passed 
words of encouragement and suggested 
I drink plenty of water and flew off to 
organise ass istance, 

I heard one of th e other glider pil ots 
advising base to let my wife know that I'd 
"outlanded", I requested they give her the 
facts - it would be much fairer for her to 
know, Looki ng at my precari ous situation 
I rea lised it could be my last chil nce to send 
her J "tell her I love her" message as we ll , 
but then rea li sed if she received that so rt of 
message she'd know just how extreme my 
position WilS, 

"I felt so helpless, like a stranded kitten," says Dave, 

a forlorn figure in a fork of the tree that he encountered 

Getting out of the glider 
"What do I do next?" I had two opti ons: 
• stay w ith the gl ider and if it fell I'd hil ve 

the extra protection 01 the fuselage wrappecl 

around me, or 

• try getti ng out to th e safety of the tree, 

at the risk of disl odging th e glider and free

falling w ithout any support. 


I firstly dec ided to see if I could get any 
att,lChment fixed to th e tree, I managed to 
reac h my tie-down ropes fro 111 behind Illy 
head and looped a coupl e of them around 
the branch lying across the cockpit ,lnd tied 
them back onto my pa ra chute harness, They 
were only 6mm poly rope but I th ought th ey 
mi ght hold me if the gl ider I -t go. The 
branch was also pretty suspect, as it was 
only attached by a few strands of bark, but 
that's alii could reach while st ill Sitting in 
th e cockp it. 

The right wing was creaking on its branch 
- sou nded like it was moving on its support. 
It could let go any moment. 

I radioed that I WilS go ing to il ttempt to 
get out of the glider into the tree and that 
I would then be out of rad io contact. The 
moment ca me to undo m)' sea t belt Jnd 
stand up in the cockp it. I hJd trouble freeing 
my left loot, which was trapped under the 
pane l, but after sliding ou t of 111)' shoe it 
came free. I was very worried leani ng 
forward to retri eve the shoe lest the ch;:mge 
of balance upset the gl ider, but I figured 
I mi ght need it. As I stood up I sta rted to 
shake. Remembering lan's adv ice, I gulped 
a mouthful of wil ter and sett led down, 

There was another broken bran ch just 
ahead of the glider, lead ing to its broken 
stump but just out of reach - small, just 
abou t 80mm diameter. My best hope now 
was to get a rope over th e top of this littl e 
stump so that if the gl ider let go I could sti II 
hang supported by thi s stu mp, CJrefull y, 
I leaned forward and managed to lVork 
another coup le of strands of tie-down rope 
along the branch till th y w.ere acros5 the 
stump, and secured it to my parachute 
harness. I quickly then separated myse lf 
Irom th e unstable brilnch ,lCross the cockpit. 
I was beginning to hop th at I might 
get out of thi s yet. 

THEN ... the glider let go! ,'v' y hea rt >
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>- immediJtely jumped into my mouth Jnd 
every cell of my body pumped an extra shot 
of adrenaline. 

It seemed thJt the cockpit dropped six feet 
or so, but in fact the left wing had let go and 
the glider had twisted down about 45° to the 
left. The right wi ng and branches under the 
cockpit were still ho lding, th e left wing 
hanging down in mid-Jir unsupported. 

I was sti II standing in the cockpit. I was so 
relieved I hadn't hJd to rel y on the tie-down 
ropes over the puny littl e stump. 

After regJining my composure, I then had 
to step on to the loose branch across the 
cockpit and just hope like hell that, as 
I pushed off from th branch to reach out for 
the tree tha t the glider held . It did. Carefully 
tying my safety ropes around a liHge branch, 
and retyi ng a couple of times to get pJst 
forks, I was able to slither down a few 
metres to the safety of a substantial fork. 
I was now Jbout three to four metres below 
and away from the glider and behind a good 
bit of solid tree, so that if the glider now fell 
I reckoned I'd be safe. 

Perched in the tree 
At last I could relax ,md consider my options. 
I looked below and I tried to assess how far 
above ground I was - it hJd to be 100ft. 
The trunk of th e tree was too large to 
embrace and hold onto confidently which 
meant I couldn't scale down any further. 
There were also a couple of forks below that 
I'd have to negoti ate. The last fork, the one 
closest to the ground was still about 70ft up. 
Not on! 

I had no option but to wait for rescue. 
When the wind dropped and all went st ili 
I could still hear the radio in the glider and 
was ab le to make out that the Westpac 
helicopter had been called and I strained to 
monitor progress. The MotorfJlke Jnd the 
Maule flew over and I waved to let them 
know I was okay. What else could I do? 
A thousJnd ideas and options went through 
my head, trying to assess how anyone was 
goi ng to get me out. A ground party was 
coming in, but I couldn 't see how they 
cou ld reach me from below - it was just too 
high above ground. I felt so helpless, like a 
stranded kitten . At lea st I was reasonabl y 
comfortable - my parachute provided a 
comfortable pillow to rest on in th e fork . 

I was able to look back up at the gli der at 
last and marvelled at the incredib ly chancy 
weaving of broken branches pinning the 
gl ider in position. The branch across the 
cockpit was holding it down onto a broken 
stump with a couple of other crossed 
branches preventing further l1lovement. 
(Later it withstood the full downdrJft from 
the helicopter without mov ing. Six months 
later the glider WJS still up there in the tree). 

After a couple of hours I heard the 
welcome sound of a chopper, which cir led 
around a few times whi le I waved to 
reassure them I was okay. 

Now I WJS clear of the glider I would have 
been happy for them to fl y over th e top but 
the guy com ing dOlVn the wire would have 

The OG-202's broken wing hangs in tile branches, an 

estimated 100ft above ground level 

to let down through some branches directly 
above me - the chopper decided it wJsn't 
on and then flew off. 

I was devastated, watching it recede into 
the distJnce. How else could I get out of 
this? I heard shouts from a ground party over 
near the cliffs and sta rted shouting back. 
I'm not sure if they heard me. I kept cooee
ing every so often to give the ground party a 
direction. 

Half an hour later the helicopter returned 
and lowered a couple of men . At the same 
time Scott Michell , the first of the ground 
party, arrived at the base of the tree - a 
two-and-a-half hour trek from the roJd 
through rugged wi lderness country. (His 
local knowledge of the terrai n proved 

'I thought what a grand irony it 
would be if I survived this far 
then froze to death overnight 

Sitting in the fork of a tree' 

invaluable, then Jnd later trekking out). 
While the chopper hovered at a distance 
I talked with the guys on the ground and 
tried to convince them that it would be safe 
to come over the tree, but they were not 
convi nced. I suggested that th e helicopter 
cou ld drop a rope to me which I auld 
lower to the ground and let myself down . 

From so far above it was difficult to hear 
what was going on, and when the helicopter 
flew off agai n I thought they'd given up. 
The sun was going down and the winter 
chill was descending on the forest. I was 
shivering. I thought what a gra nd irony it 
would be if I survived this far then fro ze to 
death overnight Sitt ing in the fork of a tree. 

My worri es were misplaced and the 
helicopter returned and lowered a rope to 
me, including a bag with a harness and 
spa re rope - even though it snagged in th e 
tree (a couple of hundred metres of best 
climbing rope - sti ll there!), I was able to 
lower enough to the ground PJrty who 
passed me up another which I passed over 
<l fork and hooked onto the harness. They 
had all the good rope handling gear on the 
ground and then lowered me gently down. 

Mind you, as I let myself onto the rope 
and abandoned the safety on the fork, I fell 

lOft off the tree until the stretch and slack in 
th e rope took up ... an unintentional bungy 
jump. It held, though! 

Terra firma at last - the trek out 
What a beautiful feeling of ea rth under my 
feet as I touched ground! No time to lose 
though, as dark was fast approaching and 
we had a long two-and-a-half hour trek out 
through rugged cou ntry. I realised then that 
my ankl es were fairly badly sprained from 
the impJct of the rudder pedals (some weeks 
later we also discovered a broken bone in 
my foot) but with diffi cu lty we got out. Scott, 
the son of the property owner, carri ed my 
chute and led the way through the dJrkness 
using torches dropped from the heli copter 
- his loca l knowledge of th e terra in proved 
invaluable. The SES (Sta te Emergency 
Service) guy maintained radio contact with 
his base and managed to meet up with a 
4WD rescue vehicle which had penetrated 
part-way along a fire tra il. 

FinJli y we arrived back at the operations 
base. The accumulated tension of the last 
seven hours finall y caught up w ith me as 
I got out of the 4WD Jnd embraced my 
waiting wife. I couldn't talk coherentl y for 
10 minutes as the emotions washed through 
me. It all let go. 

I was astonished to see the size of the 
rescue operation back at bJse, with the 
Bingara SES and Narrabri Volunteer Rescue 
Association, plus po lice from both Bingara 
and Narrabri, as well as the Michells and 
their neighbours and my gliding mates. A 
mobile canteen served up a welcome hot 
coffee and congratulations were passed all 
around - the rescue boys and poli ce were 
all delighted, as their job so often involves 
pulling seriously injured (and worse) out of 
crash situations. It was great for them to get 
a li ve one this time. lowe enormous thanks 
to all these people who gave up their time, 
and combined in a coordinated operation to 
bring me back to safety. Without them, and 
the helicopter, I'd still be up there. It was J 
great rescue effort on thei r part. 

What went wrong 
Even now, six months later, my ski n feels 
pri ck ly and beads of sweat form as I think 
about it again. And I've replayed the men ta l 
video ten thousand times since, trying to 
analyse what actually happened in those few 
brief seconds. What would I do differently 
nex t time? Clearl y there were some grave 
errors of judgment in a set of circumstances 
that proved very tricky. Whilt lessons have I 
taken away from it all? 
Lesson 1 - situational awareness. In less 
than one turn the glider lost around 400ft 
in less than 20 seconds. The glider lost all 
flying speed and was stalled. It appea rs that 
I fl ew into severe downdraft or even a 
reverse fl owing rotor eddy in the lee of the 
nearby mountain. I was aware of the 
proximity of the mountain, but didn't think 
of the lee effect of the westerl y wind flowin g 
over the hill. 
Lesson 2 - safe-speed-near-the-ground . 
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I can't recall checking the ASI, but "felt" 
that I was probably doing Jround 48-50kts. 
Flying low over the ridge a minimum 
of 1.5 x stall speed should have been 
maintai ned - 55/60kts minimum. 
Lesson 3 - when flyi ng in mountains, 
don't rely on the horizon. The ridge sloped 
gradua lly upwJrds. Also, there were other 
mountJins and ranges all the horizon. 
Both could have upset my perception of 
horizon, resulting in even slower speed thim 
I believed myself to be f1 ying.- check the ASI 
more regularl y. 
Lesson 4 - complacency and over
confidence. The fli ght was going well, 
I'd climbed and was continuing to ga in 
height. I felt good and decided to go 
further up the ridge thJn prev iousl y. 
Already a couple of hundred feet Jbove 
the ridge, I felt confident (overconfid ent) 
to stretch the beJt further up north 
above the shJllower part of the vJll ey. 
Lesson 5 - Ridge soa ring is different to 
f1 atIJnc\ cross-country fl y ing. Most of my 
experience hJS been flatland thermal 
soaring. Speed variations up high are 
of little consequence, close to the ground 
they are cr iti ca l. Experi enced cross-country 
pilots may be beginners on ridges. 
Lesson 6 - carry an EPIRB whenever flying 
away from glider base - you never know. 
I WJS fortun ate another glider was overhead 
when I crJshed. I had no EPI RB emergency 
beacon with me and it could have taken 
days to find me in the dense forest. 

All of these lessons learned are basics tha t 
as an instructor I've taught student pilots, 
which makes my experience very humbling. 

Lucky me 
Fortune smiled on me that day. A string of 
circumstJnces all came together to save my 
skin. Firstly, the acc ident was early after
noon, with four to five hours of daylight 
remaining. Another glider spotted the 
accident immediatel y. I was virtually stalled 
on impact, which reduced the force, and the 
w ing took the major impact. I was not 
injured and was ab le to get myse lf out of 
the glider. The glider was miraculously 
balanced and pinned by a fallen branch 
across th e instrument panel. The branch 
missed my heJd. 

And a hel icopter and tea ms of rescue 
workers were available to get me out. 

Maybe a million to one chance, and 
I don't plan to test my luck that way agai n. 
I'm back in the air agai n w ith another 
lovely glider (a Mozzie) and I ca n tell you 
I'm keeping a better eye on the ground 
these dJYs. 

First published in the April 2002 iss ue of 
Australian Gliding!Skysailor, the magazine 
of the Gliding Federation of Australia and the 
Hang Gliding Fecler<1tion of Australia 
(www.gfa.org.au and www.hgfa.asn.au). 

Photographs courtesy of NBNN,Jestpac \. _ 
Helicopter ~ 

July 2347 2002 
at the 

MALL 
GALLERIES 
The Mall, London 

Open every day 
Tues. - F ri. 
lOam - 5pm 
Sat. lOam - 3pm 

BAE SYSTEMS 

I RolIs~Royce 

June - July 2002 31 

http:www.hgfa.asn.au
www.gfa.org.au


WARTIME TESTS 


A nightmare on tow 

John Nesbitt-Dufort was a test 
pilot for part of the war - as 
a rest from operational duties. 
This previously unpublished 
account reveals what he and 
Robert Kronfeld did when a 
night aerotow went wrong ... 

AFTER c1bout three months of test flying, 
during whi ch I had sca red the li ving 
dd}dights out of myself more th il n 

once in V<H ious highly unsuitable tug and 
glider combinations, th e vexed problem of 
positi oning the glider behind the tug whil e 
on tow on a d,uk night arose, 

I suppose th at at th time I was the most 
experi enced Lysander pil ot in the unit, so it 
,vas nJtural th at I should be detailed for the 
fi rst night tug tri al of the type, The gl ider for 
th test was cl Hotspur, In eight-sea ter, with 
the famous Robert Kronfeld <It the controls. 

The problem was th at, at night, glider 
pi lots found it extremely difficult to maintain 
th e co rrect tow position relati ve to the tug. 

To overcome thi s, the boffin s had 
stumbled on th e bright idea of mounting an 
Angle-Of-Approach-Indica tor on outriggers 
immediately behind the rudder of th e 
LysiJ nder - without, it transpired, much 
thought as to the aerodynamic consequences 
of the Jrrangement. 

Thi s now-antique piece oi apparatus was a 
heavy metJI rectangular box standing about 
3ft 6in high, containing a bright light whi ch 
shone through three strips oi aillber, green 
and red glass. The apparatus used to be care
full y levell ed on th e ground 10 the left of the 
run way thresho ld, and when it was switched 
on, all the tired pilot had to do when return
ing irom a mi ss ion on a clark night was to 
adjust his c1pproach angle so th el t the light 
showed green all the time; if he got too 
high, it showed amber, and if too low, red, 
An excellent system for the ground, but 
would it work in the air? 

On June 11 , 1942, an extremely dark 
moonless night, with 8/8ths overcast at 
ab ut 2,000ft so not even a gl i mmer of a 
star showed, I vi ewed with J torch and a 
considerable amount oi misgiving the untidy 
arrangement at the back oi the Lysander, 
The boffins hi1d assured me th at thi s heavy 
lump of met,ll would not put the centre of 
gravity out of the alt l imit , or otherwise 
seriousl y affect the handling char,lCteristics 
of the aircrJ ft , Jnd I, poor foo l, believed 
th em' At 23 .3 0hrs th Jt evening, Lysander 
9276 lined up on the mai n runway w ith 
Robert in his Hotspur hooked up behind. 
He call ed over the intercom, routed along a 
cable attached to the towrope, that he was 
ready, so I took up the slack, and, obtaining 
clea ran ce from th e tower, opened up using 
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A Hotspur on night operations. For the flight described here, boffins ritted a large angle-or-approach indicator on 

outriggers behind the tug 's rudder without - says the author - much thought as to the aerodynamic consequences 

the automatic boost contro l cut-out to obtain 
full power. 

At first, everything seemed to be OK; 
naturally Robert was airborne fairl y earl y, 
but I then seemed to be stuck at about 
48mph, with my madly-shimmying tailwheel 
still firml y on the ground and half the 
runway gone already. 

" High tow, now! " I yelled. 
Robert, at the sa me time, had instinctivel y 

spotted my troubl e; up he went slightl y 
above the high tow pos ition, up came my 

'Robert did that take-off. 
With a less experienced 

glider pilot, we would have 
been ploughing a furrow 

in the adjacent field.' 

tail, and our speed slowly started to build 
Jgain, With the sti ck hard forward and full 
nose dow n trim I saw th e red boundary 
lights getting nea rer and nearer, We had 
been committed to take-off as soon as the 
glider got 'li rborne. Now at onl y 5 mph, 
I had to do something Jbout it fa st. 

" Down J shade, Robert, for Chri st's sake! " 
Aga in he had almost anticipated my 

troubl e, as just before I eased a fraction of 
forwa rd pressure off the sti ck, I got a sli ght 
accelerati on, the tailwheel banged back on 
the ground, its oleo bottoming, and at onl y 
57 tnph, w ith the good old Mercury scream
ing defi antl y, we were airborne and th e red 
lights fli ckered by J few feet below, 

The boffins must have been joking about 
th at centre of gravity, as it was certainl y a 
hell o f a way aft of limits. Robert, in fact, 
did th at take-off, his su perb skill being 
responsible for us getting airborne at all , 

as with a less experienced glider pilot, we 
would have been ploughing a deep furrow 
in th e adj acent field, He perm itted himse lf 
a mild " Phew! " over th e intercom, and 
I mentall y agreed, but was too busy to 
answer, as although our speed had now 
built up to 59mph, our rJte of climb, which 
was showing as onl y 50ft per minute, 
seemed infinites imal and the cylinder head 
temperatures were well over th eir limits 
already. 

Normall y the stalling speed of a Lysander 
was well bel ow this, but it should be 
remembered that I had the additional weight 
of the heavy nylon towrope, not to mention 
the mass ive stee l box on the ou tr iggers 
behind me, 

Anyone who has flow n over England 
during the blackout on a rea lly dark night 
knows tha t it is absolutely essential to sti ck 
on instruments, but I must admit th at the 
temptation to look ahead for the inevitable 
obstac les whi ch must have been tea ring by a 
few feet below my underca rri age was nearly 
unbea rabl e. At just over 60 feet, Robert 
called cheerfull y that he was hav ing no 
difficulty staying in the green, but how about 
a little more height? Swea ting profusely, 
I was too busy to answer, but after an age 
we seemed to have wall owed up to a 
hundred feet with the ASI stuck at a steady 
65mph, so I ca lled Robert and told him that 
I would have to leve l out for a minute or so 
to try to buil d up enough speed to cool my 
engine, as the cy linder head· temperatu res 
were now off the cl ock. Reluctantly, he 
agreed, as a sei zed engine at that altitude 
would have mea nt curtains for both of us. 
In 'view of th e fact that I had very limited for
wa rd movement of the sti ck to pl ay w ith, I 
had some difficulty in getting the positi on of 
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Above: Robert Kronfeld, who flew 

the Ho/spur and who died in a test 

flight in 1948 

Above: the author during the war 

Left: his logbook notes "NIF tug

ging light Hotspur" in different ink 

the little aerop lane a fraction lower on the 
artifici al hori zon, but eventually the speed 
started to creep up without any perceptible 
loss of height. At 74 mph and just over 
11 0ft, the engine temperature was back on 
the clock but still dangerously high, 

Wonderful! I' ll see if she'd hold that speed 
in a shallow c limb, I was about to ease off 
a shade of the forward pressure on the stick 
aga in when I noticed a slightly sloppy fee l
ing about the rudder pedals. Before I could 
investigate, th ere started such a violent 
judderin g of the ta il that the instrumen ts 
blurred in fron t of my eyes, and suddenly 
the rudder pedal snapped over to the full left 
position and the Lizzie slewed off course . 
There was loud veil from Robert of "Take it 
easy, John! " as I 'applied brute force to the 
ri ght pedal and tri ed to centrali se the rudder, 
but with a loud bang, it flipped over to the 
full right position, a savage correction and 
over it went aga in. 

For what seemed an age I fought those 
madly-k ick ing rudder pedals, as, whilst still 
on instruments, I careered all over the inky 
black landscape with Robert griml y hanging 
on behind . 

A snap glance at the engine instruments 
showed me th at it would be suicidal to 
slow up agai n, and soon the cyl inder head 
temperatures h'ld gone off th e c lock aga in, 
but in add ition the oil temperature was 
now also way above limits and th e o il 
pressure ilbout hal f what it should be. The 
unfortunate Mercury was still screa ming 
away at full boost and revs in fine pitch with 
the cooling gi ll s wide open. To bale out at 
th at altitude was imposs ible, so I must 
at all costs save my engi ne, and this meant 
maintaining my present speed or better. 

Eventually, by half standing up imd 
braC ing myself aga inst my straps with my 
legs rigid I was able to keep that rogue 
rudder centralised, but it was a bitter 
strugg le and before long both my legs were 
ach i ng abomi nabl y. 

There had been silence from Robert since 
his ca ll on my first frantic swerve, but this 
was understandabl e. It must have been 
compl ete hell trying to keep line astern 
formation in the dark on an unpredictable 
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and wildl y weav ing tug. Afterwards, he told 
me thilt he rea lised at about the same time 
as I did what W,lS happening, which was that 
th at damn angle of glide indicator, being 
immed iately behind the rudder, had exact ly 
the same effect as if it had been immediately 
in front of it. It blanketed the rudder off 
completely, ac tu ally creating 
back-pressure over th e ru dder and fin, Jnd 
rendering them worse than useless. 

I now reassured Robert, and nlVself, that 
things were more or less under c~ ntrol, and, 
subject to the engine not havi ng an epil eptic 
fit with a rate of climb of very nea rl y 20ft 
per mi nute, we might even gain sufficient 
altitude over base for a sa fe cast-o ff and 
landing. At p ak revs we were ga ll opi ng 
through th e gravy, and as our weight slowly 
came down, our speed crept up, but w ith 
only an infinitely sma ll improvement in 
engine temperatures. 

At about 78mph , a further complication 

'I longed to be rid of my 
towed burden, but there's an 

unwritten understanding 
between tug and glider pilots 
that the tug never releases .. .' 

set in, and for me it was very nearly th e last 
straw. With a gentl e thud, the lead ing edge 
slots closed, also automatica ll y raising the 
flaps, necess itating forwa rd trim, which was 
someth in g I had run out of from the start. 
Up came the nose out of control, clown 
came the speed, the sl ots opened, down 
went the flaps agil in, and so on, with the 
rudder still trying to break free every few 
seconds. Thi s was altogether too much for 
me. To hell with it! If the engine cooks, it 
cooks! After expelling every oath I knew, the 
next time the flaps ca me down, I caught her 
and kept the ASI at about 7Smph or below. 

I longed to be rid of my towed burden, 
but there's an unwritten understanding 
between tug and glider pilots that the tug 
pilot never releases, that is alwilYs the glider 
pilot's respons ibility, and quite ri ghtly so, 
unless there is an extreme emergency, such 
as a fire, in the tug ai rcra ft. 

O n eventuall y reaching 500 feet , I Glil ed 
for a back bea ring clnd was lucky at that 
height to get a very faint Class C. Somehow 
I managed to get the aircra ft round onto its 
reciproca l and we headed for home. Fif'ty 
five minutes after take off we were back over 
base at just under 1,000ft, ilnd Robert gave 
me a brief 'Theerio" and cast off. The Li zz ie 
leaped forward and I immediately felt the 
effect of the w hole weight of the towrope as 
th e aircraft reared up like a frightened horse. 

Without th e slightest compunct ion, 
I immed iately dropped the rope and was 
myself on the ground four minutes Jfter the 
Hotspur had touched down further up th e 
runway. (Th towrope was retrieved from 
someone's back garden a couple of days 
later). I drew a large exc lamation mark on 
the otherwise blank test report on my 
kneepad, un st rapped it and handed it in. 
Si lentl y, Robert and I made our way over to 
the mess, woke up the barman and dragged 
him out of bed. 

After four doubl e scot'h s - Rob rt was 
normally pretty abstemiou - we looked Jt 
each other and started gigg ling. The tension 
was over but we were still both sweating. 

For this and milll y other equally exciting 
exploits, Squadron Leader Robert Kron Id 
became the first t\ustriJn to be awarded the 
AFC, a common enough aWi!rd for test pil ots 
at Farnborough and Boscombe Down, but 
strangely very rare amongst the test pi lots at 
Ringway. Tragica lly, not long afterwards, he 
was kill ed testing a tail-l ess glider. 

mi, stor), IJ)' the I" te Wing Commander John ,o'vcsbitt

Duiort DSO, Croix d(~ Cuerr~, is lY)nt.l ined in ,lrl 

unpuNished memoir describing 11is advenlures ,,(It'r 

operational tours on night intruders and ferryi1l8 ,lgcnls 
in and nut of France in tbe carl)' part of Ihe war (Ihese 

an" descrihed in Illack lysa nder, oblain"bl" from 

Whyc/own Books. ww\\'.wh),<iownbo()k,. om). Sadly, he 

died in 1975, hefore this ;;pcond hook IVas completed. 

The 0J8!1I reldleel here oCClJrred during an operarjollal 

PSI period, when he was posted ,1S a 11'5t pilor 10 the 

Airhome (oree, [xpl'rimentdl E.'lahlishmclll al 

RinglVay in Man;h 1'142 . As an 'xpericnccc/ pil(ll 

and instructor, his mdin 1:l5k was the Icsling of 

glider-lug combinations 
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Above: the cloud of snow kicked off by the tug on the ground run 

Main picture: Oils/a on a good wave day, looking west with Om/allet on the left; 

Right (top): the rigging area; (bollom): iust before aerotow at 01lsi6. The 

runways, snow-ploughed out by the local farmer, are lust 15 metres (50ft) wide 

(Photos: Paul Bramley) 

Diamonds and Dali ~ 

EVERY March for the last 42 years, the 

tiny Swedish village of Ottsjb has been 
invaded by up to 30 trailers - holding, 

they hope, ai rworthy gliders - and more than 
100 pilots and hangers-on . The 50 or so 
permanent villagers rent out their homes and 
move into their basements or Jttics for a 
fortnight. The loca l shopkeeper stretches his 
credit limit with his suppliers and spends the 
eveni ngs looking at holiday brochures. For the 
Swedish equivalent of £1,500, local farmers 
plough ou t a omplex airfield IJyout on the 
frmcen lake, hopi ng for more snow so they will 
have to do it all again. 

The Ottsjb jallflyglager (Mou ntain Flying 
Camp) is a gliding "club" thJt operates for just 
two weeks a year. Its members are other clubs 
and there is no CFI. It does have a committee, 

Ian Dunkley was at Ottsjo's frozen-lake airfield during the best week 
for 17 years. His account starts our look at Scandinavian wave camps 

which may seem to be its only downside, but it 
still works. Each club that takes part is respon
sible for its own aircraft and pilots, including 
check flights and flying limits. Tugs arrive from 
loca l clubs and Ottsjo Fj:illflyglager rolls out 
the stored infras tructure before the mob arrives. 
It all works like clockwork. The rest is up to the 
weather. 

Although 42 years is history enough, there is 
a story behind the operation . Carl Erik Ougard, 
a well-known glider pil ot in the 1940s and 
ea rly 1950s, organised a small exped ition in 
the area to seiHch for a wave site. Whilst there 
was some success, and obvious wave activ ity, 

"the idea l site" was not found. Carl Erik went 
off to join the Sierra Wave Project in the USA 
and died, aged 36, when his oxygen system 
failed at 12,500m (4 1,OOOft) in the Bishop 
Wave in Ca lifornia. The last of the photographs 
that he was taking regu larl y of the altimeter 
also showed the oxygen gauge; it indicJted 
only 15 minutes left. A close study of the 
recovered, damaged barogrJph suggested 
that the gl ider with its unconscious, or dead, 
pilot went much higher before it began an 
uncontrolled descent. This is why the briefing 
at Ottsjo for pilots new to wave includes a 
deta iled discussion on oxygen and a graph 

Nine Diamond heights and 32 Golds in three days of wave Salvador Da/i-designed clouds directly overhead Ancient meets modern: a dog team on the frozen lake 
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clouds 

showing useful consciousness time at altitudes 
if the system fails. 

In 1960, Rolf Algotson , who was taught to 
fly by Carl Erik and knew of the exp ditions, 
visited this part of Sweden, and aft r looking al 
way clouds and possible locations decided 
that Ottsj(j in winter cou ld be the place. 
Confirma tion was obtained from loca ls who 

IS told him of th e loca l winds, and that in south
westerlies, parts of the lake in the lee of the 
local mountain became quite rough. "Aha! " 
said Rolf (and he reall y talks like that) " Rotor! " 
and the rest, as th ey say, is history. 

Incidentall y, you can see from the air where 
the rotor has blown snow away from the lee 
side of the mountain and the lake ice where I the turbulence occ urs. 

1986 was Diamond Year, when 83 height 
gains - and 233 Go lds - were accepted, and a 
further 20-ocld rejected; similar problems this 
year prove that some lessons are never learned . 
From 1961 to 2000 the total score was: 148 
Diamonds (which shows how good '1986 was); 
90U Golds and 1,091 Si lvers. All this from a 
two-week-a-year "club", w hich flew 19,000 
launches and 15,000hr5 over th e same period. 
They probably have more launches and hours 
each year than th e average Swedish club flies 
in the whole summer. In fact, one day a few 
years back they had more movements than 
Stockholm's main airport. 

The day that promptedlhis article delivered 
not only 12 Golds and six D iamonds, but other 
ga in below 3,000m (9,840fl), the highest of all 
being a gai n of 5,650m (18,540ft). >

June - July 2002 

W'hat it's like for a 220-hour pilot 

I STUMBLED upon the Ottsjc (pronounced 
approximately: "Oat-hwer") Wave Camp some 
three years ago - writes Paul Bramley - on a 
trip to Are, Sweden's largest ski resort, when I 
spotted a runway marked out on a nearby 
frozen lake. Last year, based in Stockholm 
through work, I secured an invitation for a 
colleague, John Bailey, and I to the second 
week of the two-week camp, which is also a 
wave training course. 

It is a 20-mile drive from Are along an ice
covered, forest-lined road, which suddenly 
emerges into the village of Ottsjc, with its 
panoramic view over the 12km long, 1 km wide 
lake (500m/1 ,640ft ASL). On the lake's south is 
the 1,200m-high Ottfjallet, its cliff face drop
ping to the shore, and insignificant-looking 
Middagsvalen (1,000m/3,940ft) - the source of 
good wave. On the other side is gently
sloping forested terrain - often a thermal 
source. The lake is aligned east-west, as are 
the two take-off and two landing runways. 
Ideal wave requires southerlies and runways 
18 and 19 cater for it. I was assured the ice is 
safe to fly from when at least 25cm/10in thick! 

The course runs from Sunday to Friday; we 
were pleasantly surprised to find only three of 
us on it, with two instructors and two 

K-21 s. Flying mixed with theory lectures 
(technique, weather and physiological/med
ical effects). One limiting factor in this latitude 
is the weather's inconsistency; it can close in 
very quickly. With a ground temperature 
(excluding windchill) of -10°C, good clothing 
is a must. Out of six days we flew four, but the 
experience was very special. Lined up behind 
the Pawnee on a cloud-free morning, ice crys
tals sparkled in the sun. All-out is followed by 
an initially alarming gale of powder whipped 
up by the tug, but within seconds we are free 
of the lake and climbing towards Ottfjallet - a 
spectacular ride along and over the escarp
ment until we pull off at 1,300m (4,265ft). Less 
than 50km to the east is Norway and its more 
mountainous terrain; south is a geologist's 
paradise of glaciated U-shaped valleys; 30km 
north is Are. No wave on our first day, but we 
did soar for an hour or so in thermals, which 
bought me time to get to grips with circuit 
planning and radio etiquette. 

After a couple of flights. each with the 
instructors, John and I were allowed to fly 
together and enjoyed several fine thermalling 
flights. It really is a place where you are 
occaSionally willing to enjoy the view! On 
the fourth day, we arrived to find a huge >
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~ lenticular parked over the lake; the 
camp became a hive of activity. Although 
not spectacular by Ottsjo standards, we 
still achieved 3,200m (10,500ft) and I had 
my first taste of the site's potential. 
Limited by lack of oxygen and time 
(etiquette dictates a handover of shared 
gliders after around one hour), we 
returned. Over the week John and I had 
only five and seven flights respectively, 
but each averaged an hour. The flying as 
well as the camaraderie was enough to 
lead me back a second time. 

This year I decided to spend two weeks 
there; I arrived to be greeted like an old 
friend. Swedish is not a prerequisite (most 
people speak good English), but the morn
ing briefing was usually in Swedish, which 
after 18 months I was just about able to 
understand! Ian Dunkley joined me. After 
check flights we were cleared to fly 
together in a K-2l or Puchacz. Having lost 
two days to snow showers we had thermal 
flights until the Saturday - when the most 
amazing lenticulars appeared. Two huge 
wave clouds dominated the sky: one par
allel to Ottfjallet, the other like a Dali mas
terpiece, with a huge hole in the middle. 
The southerly wind was strengthening all 
the time. Ian and I launched in a 10kt slight 
crosswind and quickly reached 3,660m 
(12,OOOft) in 10kt climbs. Lacking oxygen, 
we topped out at this height before 
descending to enjoy the magnificent 
panorama. Frustratingly, the radio crack
led with pilots reporting their heights, the 
highest 6,100m (20,OOOft). After landing in 
a 30kt-plus southerly, I took two more 
flights that day, reaching 4,270m (14,000ft) 
and 3,355m (11,OOOft) as late as 4pm. Wave 
was weaker the next two days but we still 
managed 2,440m (8,000ft). Weather then 
deteriorated to snow, diverting several of 
us towards the ski slopes, but by then I, 
for one, was happy to live off the memory 
of half a dozen fantastic flights. This had 
been the best wave since 1986: 32 Gold 
and nine Diamond heights in three days. 

Over the fortnight I did 10 flights of 
about an hour each on seven flyable days. 
By contrast, three other UK pilots who 
came out in the second week were not so 
lucky, miSSing the good wave days and 
suffering from a rather high pupil:glider 
ratio of 5:1. Variable weather can result in 
a brilliant or disappointing experience, but 
at least you can go and ski! Hosts Lennart 
Zetterstrom, Pall Einarsson and Jan 
Mattsson, and all the other Swedish pilots 
made us so welcome. It was refreshing to 
be in such a well-organised and non
competitive environment, 
where every pilot's aim 
was to catch, as Rolf put 
it, "bacillus lenticularis". 
Paul. 41. from Lasham. has a hall • 


share In a Discus and 220hrs. He 


worked in Stockholm from 2000· 


2002 as Chief Financial Officer for a 


financial services company 
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:» Barograph or logger problems will prevent 
some other claims, but what a day! I left 
4m/s lift at 3,lOOm (12, 140ft), 4,000m 
(13,125ft) being the Swedish limit without 
oxygen. Old men are on borrowed time, 
lake elevation was 500m (1 ,640ft), so 
why push it, when you have to be back in an 
hour (ish) anyway? 

The average age of the pilots is quite high. 
Some have been coming for the entire 
42 years. I am not sure if the longevity is 
due to glidin g, diet or Swedish women - I 
wou ld rather hope a combination of all three 
- but if so I have left it a bit late for two of 
them. Rolf Algotson considers the reason 
is Bacillus Lenticularis, which - despite 
causing some marital problems - delays 
cell degeneration. Whatever the reason there 
are lots of old men hidden under layers of 
warm c lothing and very woolly hats, as well 
as welcome young pilots. 

The impressive organisation of the fortnight 
is worth describing so you can compare it 
with your own cluh expeditions - or your 
own club, for that matter. All the equipment 
needed to operate from the lake, short of 
tugs, gliders and pilots, is stored on the lake; 
that way, nothing is left at home. El ectricity is 
even laid on to the rigging area on the ice 
for tug-engine hea ters, and for hairdryers to 
unfreeze wheel I)rakes. Stored equipment 
includes fuel trailer, oxygen trolley, contro l 
tower (I thought this was a porIa 100 with a 
view when I saw it) caravan, and a very sl ick 
logging/departure and arriva l system. 

Tugging from the lake provides interesting 
flying for the pilots, one of whom has 
accumulated more than 55,000 tows. Three 
tugs, one equipped with kis, were avai labl ' 
and it was the wheeled versions that had the 
hardest time. Fine on packed snow but tricky 
on polished ice, when directional control 
can be hJrd to mJintain, particularly in a 
crosswind. Quick thinking prevented a nasty 
accident when a gust blew a turning tug, 
with engine running, sideways along the ice 
towards the ready glider with crew standing 
round the cockpit. The pi lot promptl y shut 
down and usually sedentary glider pilots 
rushed to grJb the wings ... Hie skied aircraft 
lands fine on snow but slid gracefully on 
ice so it was genera ll y partnered by wingtip 
holders, a tight turn eJrning the outer wing 
holder sixes if they remained standing. 

At Otlsjo I first learned from Rolf, who 
mJY be his inventor, of a mythical Swed ish 
pilot named "Edvin Bystrom", who makes all 
the collective mistakes that can be made. 
No-one knows when he will arrive, but they 
know he will . Over the years, he hJS tried to 
climb in rotor, entered cloud deliberately, 
refused to take , dv ice, failed to allow for 
wind gradi ents, and flown long low base legs 
(in the turbulent areas), approaches at high 
speed and low turns. 

In fact, if it can be done wrong he does 
it. .. but of course it's never his fault. 

This year he arrived too late to be at the 
first morning briefing. Everyone there was 
reminded of the need for every aircraft to 
ca rry first aid, flares, a torch, matches, and 

Above: the airfield on the frozen lake at 500m ( 1, 640ft): 

the runways (centre right) kink to create separate landing 

and take-off sections (Ian Dunkley) 

emergency food etc and heed th e surviva l 
guide. Overkill? \lVithin five hours "Edvin 
Bystrom" got lost after needlessly penetrating 
a regular snowflurry, iced up his canopy 
(despite double-glazing), landed out, 
reported by radi o and then disappeared. 

Two tugs spent two hours in poor flying 
conditions seJrch ing, without success, the 
rescue services were ca lled out; everyone 
worried; and "Edvin" WJS finally spotted 
- buying food in the village shop, with his 
mobile and CPS in the car, where they 
had been all day. 

The aircraft had landed about 15km from 
the airfield, in a remote area of frozen 
marshland, at a higher elevation than the 
<lirfield, in snow one metre deep, "Edvin" 
reporting that he did not know where he was 
but that his altimeter read zero, which of 
course it did not. Not a good start, but he 
then left the aircraft to go to a hut he had 
seen from the air - wi thout telling anyone. 
This meant the search was conducted in all 
areas at the same elevation as the airfield, 
that is, in the wrong places. Just before dark, 
fl ights were made over the landing area, 
but the white aircraft with orange wing 
strips was not seen, buried and partly snow
covered . 

Even if the aircraft had been found, whJt 
about " Edvin "? That night the temperature 
dropped to - 1 5 dc. Had he read the survival 
advice sent to him before the ca mp? 

After struggling 100m th rough very deep 
snow, "Edvin" found th e hut uninhabited 
- hardly surprising. Who did he expect, 
Eskimo Nell ? He was by now too exhausted 
to return to the aircraft and was very lucky 
that he had crossed a sk i track that led him 
to a hamlet of two houses 6km away, where 
he was picked Lip by a pass ing snowmobile 
(in time to do his shopping). By the time he 
was " found" in the shop "Edvin" had made 
nine identifiable mistakes from take-off. 
This worked out as £86 per mistake and 
after a "c lub" meeting he had to pick up 
50 per cent of the cost. It took two members 
of the rescue service, three local farmers 
with three snowmobiles and toboggans plus 
a few fit club members all the next clay to get 
the K-21 over 5km of deep snow to the near
est road and back to the lake. This event 
brought home to everyone the potential 
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The lake and main runways are east-west but other 

runways cater for southerly wave. The ice is safe to fly 

from when at least 25cm (1Oin) thick (Paul Bramley) 

dililgers of flying here: it is remote, cold 
and apa rt from skimobile tracks has to the 
south onl y one dead-end road. From the air, 
though, it is ,l beJutiful , peacctul, arctic 
landsca pe. 

TIl E' snow-covered ice runway <1lso 
provides potential problems for the glider 
pi lot, not least because it is under 15m (50ft) 
wide and has snow banks either side. Where 
the snow has blown away, sh iny ice i. 
reveilled and this ca n make life interesting in 
a crosswind, CIS directionJI control, once 
lost, becomes debJtab le. Gliders can slide 
quite a long way sideways on the ice before 
stopping very quickly when the snow hank is 
hit. (One "Edv in" of course demonstrated the 
need to keep pointing at the tug on telke-off 
elnd land without drift as well showi ng how 
an improv ised snowplough can be made 
from a groundlooping glider, espec iall y if the 
brakes are open. ) There are no real problems 
if good flying practices are followed, and of 
course they generally were, dJmage being 
unpopular at the start of the season. 

An "Edvi n", if not demonstrating J snow 
plough wingtip final turn , wh ich uses littl e 
runway, shows the altern ative braked stop 
into the pile of safety snow at the "k ink" at 
the landing runway's end. This is cleverly 
intended to prevent him hitting a queue of 
waiting gl iders; at least, that was the idea . 
"Edvi n", after one of his high-speed landings, 
fou nd he cou ld not onlv reach the end of the 
landing runway but a l s~ perhaps tJxi to a 
stop in the kink, just li ke the pundits. He not 
only taxied into the kink but continued onto 
the take-oii run way, and th en cleverly 
dropped one wing in the snow so the other 
scythed over the top of a glider and crew, 
thu s demonstrating another snowplough 
instead of removing two heads and two 
expensive ca nopies. It was not hi s fault, of 
course: the wheel brake didn't work. 

If the mythica l "Edvi n's" exp loits make the 
stanclJrd of fl ying appear low, thi s is not the 
case. It is taken very seriously and is, in fact, 
high. Over the 42 yea rs onl y one aircraft 
hilS heen seriously damaged - by an "Edv in", 
of cou rse . H is a very useful character as his 
errors are publi cised which, hopefully, 
ensures that no one without his luck tries 
them. 

I expect a relation of " Eelvin's" is a coll ec-
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tive melnber of your club; if not his exploits 
may come in handy. 

Wave is wave, so the actual flying was 
no diff rent to anywhere else, and the main 
differences were only loca l and the hostile 
environment. It helped a lot that the tug 
pilots know the "hot spots" (if that's 
appropria te at sub-zero temperatures, 
although there was good thermal flying as 
weill, especially as wind direction on th e 
lake could change dramatically: 1800 for 
only small changes in upper winds. This 
meant that the towing route changed 
frequently but if there was wave the tugs 
invariably found it. The on ly decision left 
to the glider pilot was when to pull off 
- generally too ea rl y, in my purse-pinching 
case - and what to do next. 

Cloud cover could be a problem: wave 
slots closing, lower cloud forming, or the 
wave moving rapidl y in some wind 
directions. Snow fall ing over part of the lake, 
almost to according to Rolf's timetable, 
whilst leaving another area relatively clear 
of cloud was a problem on some days . Lift 
was often in th e order of 4-5m/5 (8 -1 Okts) or 
more and very smooth, whilst this year the 
turbulence was mild. This may have been 
because the briefings made it quite clear 
which areas not to fl y in . On the Diamond 
Day the sun was shin ing, the sky was full of 
wave, with quite va ryi ng orientations, and 
with up to '12 stacked layers . No photogrJph, 
unless tClken with a 360" fisheye lens, cou ld 
show how dramatic the sky was. In 1986 
one photograph shows a wave look i ng just 
like a 747-approaching heael on; this year 
we had Salvador Dali-designed clouds. 

As any pil ot will know, to get two weeks 
of gliding over a two-week period is quite 
improbable. We ilew for nine consecutive 
days until it snowed for three days, coverin g 
the <.li reraft and fi lling in the airfield. The 
prayers of th e owner of th e big tractor were 
answered. Unfortunately, he had underta ken 
to fi nish a house he was building - a multi 
talented man - in a week's time: and his new 
Jssistant "chippy" had cut off his thumb. Hi s 
name! "Edv in Bystrom", of course. 

No run ways cou ld have meant no flying, 
with th e exception of the skied tug. So the 
fa rmer with a small trJctor cleMed narrow 
runways on VVednesciay eveni ng, in time 
for them to be filled in aga in on Thursday. 
I am writing this on Thursday, and lookin ) 
out oi my cabin window through snow 
falling from low cloud can 5 e in the 
distance a cont rol tower Jnd caravan 
gradua ll y hibernating in drifts ... 

Total score nine Diamonds and 32 Golds, 
and the days that were non-flyable were 
almost as enjoyable. As is often the case, 
fl ying was a bonus, the two weeks agai n 
showing that the gliding fellowship is truly 
internati onal. I Jm lucky that the flying time 
I lost when you nger due to work can now be 
regained all over the world and amongst 
pilots that one ca n relatC' to stra ight away 
(except, I hope, "Edvin"). As Rolf puts it: 
" It is great to see so many aiel fri nds 
you have never met before". 

A typical wave 
flight at Ottsjo 
It all starts, writes Ian Dunkley, when the tug 
opens up and promptly disappears in the 
cloud of snow that you will shortly fly through, 
conveniently hiding wingdrops or sideways 
skids from spectators, who in any case turn 
away to avoid the same cloud. The tug turns 
towards the mountain that drops to the lake, 
turns again and begins its climb along the 
steep snow-covered slope, with only the near
vertical rocks showing through. On your right 
is the rotor with the rotor cloud above it. 

As you reach the summit (if you haven't 
pulled off already) you can see its undulating, 
glistening peaks, the morning sun casting 
shadows over the tree-lined valley and lower 
slopes, contrasting with the ice and snow 
below you and the higher, snow-covered 
mountains to the south. The lake gets smaller, 
your feet get colder, and you start looking for 
gliders, appreciating their orange stripes, and 
marvel at the views, which get whiter 
and bleaker by the minute. Two cross-country 
skiers, lunching on a peak, share the panorama 
that you have achieved with much less effort, 
and give scale to the vastness. 

As you get higher - in very smooth lift, but 
in often quite short beats with frequent "stitch
ing" into wind - distant mountains appear as 
does the glacial valley that funnels the wind to 
produce the waves. Away to the south-east, a 
textbook U-shaped valley under frozen snow 
looks as if the glacier is still there. To the west. 
the mountains of Norway can be seen beyond 
a large frozen lake, which is your goal. 

Eventually the local wave tops out at about 
4-5000m (13-16,000ft), and you move to 
another system at almost right angles to the 
first, generally above the lake's edge (most 
Diamonds are reached here) . Quite often the 
transition is seamless; the systems combine. 
The sky is full of wave, each valley and hill 
seems to be getting in on the act, so often two 
parallel clouds are "connected" by another at 
right angles. Having to descend can be frus
trating : wave that may have been hard to find 
low down is now all around you . 

Each circuit has a descending sector, 
where you report by radio then spiral down 
with others to 300m (985ft), having been 
given, if necessary, your landing order. Then 
you call downwind, receive runway/surface 
directions, fly a high base leg clear of rotor, 
and line up to land. The sun is behind the 
mountain : the lake is in shadow and the run
way is not as easy to see. You appreciate the 
use of a reference point and the kink halfway 
down, say, runway 27, between landing and 
take-off sections. Gliders go a long way on 
ice, so you make sure you don't land too fast. 
too far down, or with drift, and you keep your 
wings above the snow banks. If you need the 
wheelbrake you realise this as you roll on to 
clear ice, when it makes little difference. ~ 
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Perhaps, as John 
Bridge suggests, you 
could achieve more 
by allowing curiosity 
to overcome fear 

A
NARROW shaft of sunlight squeezed 
through a tiny wood-pecked hole 
in the shutter, pier ing the silent 

darkness of the room and, for a moment, 
I was mesmerised by the dust waltzing and 
sparkling across the sunbeam. I listened to 
the clinks and clatter of plates and knives 
being gathered for breakfast, until the rich 
smell of coffe - lured me out of bed. 
I opened the heavy wooden shutters to let in 
the blue-white brilliance of a Provenc;ale 
morning and felt its heat push into the 
room. Blinking, I gazed southwards to a 
sun-washed mountain that glowed under a 
deep blue sky. Small puffy clouds were 
air ady forming over the montagne de Lure, 
on the far side of the Durance valley. "Here 
we go agilin," I thought, with a curious 
mixture of excitement and resignation. 

Outside on the patio we ate our breakfast 
Jnd il.ssessed how this morning compared to 
previous Alpine spring days, Experience told 
LIS that we would be enjoying many hours of 
soaring that day, so we quickly cleared away 
the breakfast debris and drove down to the 
airfield, just in time to rig before briefing 
- six pilots can rig six gliders in 20 minutes 
if they are up to speed and we had already 
h, d a week there to fall into step. 

Briefing at Sisteron is a casual affai r, 
although pilots are generally not encouraged 
to fly unless they attend, or at least come 
armed wilh a convincingly original excuse. 
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We had just enjoyed a number of hot days 
with good soaring and today's official 
forecast was for more of the same. After the 
usual round of verbal admonishments fired 
at transgressors of the previous day, the 
duty instructor glanced out of the window, 
as he always does, looked at the windsock 
hanging helplessly in the still morning air 
,md advised, as he alwJys does, that we 
would be using the piste face nord. We 
returned to our gliders, finished tap ing them 
up and shuffled them closer to the runway. 
This was a holiday ,md there was nothing 
more that we needed to do before launching 
began. Apart, of course, from lunching. 

I chose a light salad and drank lots of 
water in the shade of the airfield's restaurant 

I shall be telling this with a sigh 
Somewhere ages and ages hence 
Two roads diverged in a wood and I 
I took the one less travelled by. 
And that has made all the difference 

Robert Frost, The Road Nol Taken 

terrace. Many of us were planning to fly 
north, past the lac de Serre-Pon~on and on 
towards the high mountains of the Ecrins 
and the Queyras. 

Further north still lay the mountains of the 
northern Alps, out of reach to many of us, 
myself included, although I always liked to 
delude myself that next time, I will cross 
over, I will ... 

At the now-traditional hour of 1.00pm we 
heard the sharp burst of a tug engine firing. 
A glance at the windsock confirmed that the 
valley breeze had started and so, once 
again, we would be launching at 1,800ft 
above sea-level, at a temperature of over 30° 

Above: the mountains of the Ecrins, in the French Alps 

Celsius, with a taitwind. There was no rush 
to the grid, with only a score of gliders to 
launch and three tugs available to help. 
We pushed our gliders onto the runway, 
switched on their instruments and made our 
final checks. We looked at the sky for a 
suitable drop point from our tow, listening 
out on the loca I frequency for any scraps of 
information . The half-dozen gliders ahead of 
me on th e runway quickly dwindled to one 
and I strapped myself into my LS6c to wait 
for my tug. In order to avoid roasting under 
the perspex I postponed closing my canopy 
until the last moment, as the tug was taking 
up slack. At last, rope tight, the wing was 
raised and I begJn to feel some relief from 
the heat as we startcdto move, the canopy 
scoop forCing warm but wel come air onto 
my face. Off the ground at last, we made a 
left turn above the nea rly dry riverbed, over 
the power wires and into the blue. 

The tug took me towards some other 
gliders circling in the house thermal behind 
a small hill called I'Hongrie. Releasing just 
over the mast at its summit I quick ly found 
3kts and took a blue thermal to 6,000ft. 
Although the Sisteron vall y was still cloud
less, I could now see that there were cu 
towards the mountains of Colombis and 
Guillaume and that their bases were well 
above the summits. This indiG)ted that there 
was at least a 1 O,OOOft cloudbase ne(l r the 
lake and, if the weather went to form, 
perhaps another 3,000ft towards Brianc;on . 

I flew to the rocky scoop of Malaup, to the 
north of the winch-only site at la Motte du 
Caire, where I took another climb before 
moving on to Monserieux, abeam the > 
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",.. airfield ,It Gap-Tallard. The day was looking 
good. A steady Skts over Colombis got me 
into cooler, more comfortable air at 9,000ft, 
giving me easily enough height to get to 
Mont GUill,llIme, just to the north of the lac 
de Serre-Ponc;on. I h,1\Ie oftt>n thought that 
Guillaume is a useful mountain but one 
does have to fly uncomfortably close to its 
steep slopes to get any real benefit. I had 
noted in the past that, sometimes, sad 
reminders were left on the mountainside. 

Perhaps I should have heederl Eddie's 
advice - always fly straight to Prachava l, 
near St Crepin, which works from any height 
and goes well without the added stress of 
havi ng to hug eve.ry littl e nook and cranny. 
But I happened to be at Guillaume and 
I eventually managed to make it work, 
S-turning up its slopes until I flew through 
a parti cularl y strong sUrge that teased me 
into making a turn . Still below the summit, 
I checked that I had adequate clearance 
from the mountain before starting to circle 
tightly in strong lift, carefull y, ca refull y 
WJtchitlg the rocky slope as it swung back 
in front of me Jt the end of my first turn. 
Now well established in my thermal , 
I quickly left the mountJin and its lonely 
summit chapel well below me. An excellent 
day, I repeated to myse lf, much better than 
average. With the bonus of an 11 ,000ft 
cloudbase over Guill,llIme I no longer 
needed to ily around the corn ers of 
Clotinaille and Furah but inst ead could 
follow a short cut, over the snow-covered 
WJstes of the high-level col de Couleau. 

An unexpected and startling 9.8kt climb 
swept me up to 13,000ft just to the west of 
the tete de Vautissc, allowing me to make 
short work of the next couple of ridges on 
the way to the tete d'Amont, a littl e to the 
south-west of the town of Briant;o n. The 
air in this valley was crystal clear, quite 
unlike the hJzy hot conditions th at I had 
left behind at Sisteron . I passed th e sta ti c, 
frJctured white streak of the Glacier Blan , 
pouring down from th e summit spade of th e 
Barre des Ecrins. To the north lay more 
cumulus and more opportunities - I had 
made good progress So far and there were 
still mJny hours left in the day. 

I glided high above the deserted ski 
stations of Serre-Cheva llier towards the 
north-east side of la va llee de Guisane. 
The co l de Galibier lay a li ttle further to the 
north-west and I knew that I would soon 
have to make J dec ision. Topping up once 
agai n t'O 13,000ft, I looked 80km further 
north to the majesti c Mont Blanc, standing 
proud over il s siblings, beckoning me to 
come just a little closer, just for once, to step 
across the divide. I recalled a conversa tion 
I had once had w ith Kl aus Ohlmann during 
a visit to his airfield at Serres. He exp lained 
what I hJd already guessed, that a pilot's 
skill often progresses in jumps, from one 
plateau of experti se to the next and that one 
of the biggest obstac les faCing pilots who fly 
in the mountains is a fear of the unknown. 
Many experi enced pil ots from southern 
Alpine clubs wil l soar quite hclppi ly up to 
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th peaks over looking the Modane valley 
but, when they get there, they look towa rds 
th e lowered cloudbase to the north, consider 
the limited outlanding opportunities and turn 
back, preferring comfort to uncertainty. 

I recognised myself immed iately in his 
preC is. A great deal of soaring expertise 
depends on what is going on in a pilot's 
head and Kl aus 's argument was that when 
faced with thi s sort of choice on J "good" 
day, one should always be adventurous. 

All things being equal and with one's finJI 
glide ca lculator set onto a reli Jb le safety 
fi eld, what is the worst that could happen? 
A landout, yes. An expensive retrieve, 
certainl y. But that's all , and the pilot would 
have learned something. 

Sitting under my cumulus over the co l, 
I still had my doubts. Logic doesn't conquer 
fear eas il y and I was definitely looking 
down on the cloud-tops over the northern 
mountains. A glance at my L-NAV told me 
that I was 12,000ft above the level of the air
field at Albertvi ll e, which was on ly 
another 60km away to the north. And there 
were one or two safety fi elds on the way 
there. And the airfield at Sollieres was only a 
short distance away in the other direction 
along the Modane valley. And I could see cu 
ahead, albeit lower than I would have liked. 

'Sitting under my cumulus over 
the col, I still had my doubts. 
Logic doesn't conquer fear 
easily and I was definitely 

looking down on the cloud-tops 
over the northern mountains .. .' 

On the other hand, the pull to return to base 
was strong and I was attracted by the 
prospect of a simp le downhill glide acrOss 
known mountains with plenty of landing 
opportuniti es and th e certain knowledge that 
I would easily make it home. I dithered for 
severa l minutes under my cloud before 
I made my cho ice, plucking up the courage 
to set off northwards, into th e unknown. 

Well ahead of me I saw a single well
formed cloud, although it was difficult to 
determin e just how far away: its ground 
shadow was masked by an intervening ridge. 
When I reached the south-western edge of 
the Vanoise Na tional Park I rea lised thal the 
cumulus was much further awav than I 
would have wished but I ca rrie~1 on, aware 
th at I was getting closer to my 
escape fi eld at Albertvi lle whi le my height 
margins for arrival were becoming even 
more comfortable. As I approached the 
cumulus I felt a famili ar, anti cipatory tingle 
creep up my spine. Sliding undernea th the 
cloud I flew straight into the cor~. of its 
thermal where, grinning like an idiot, 
I pulled back hJra on the stick and heaved 
the glider onto its wingtip . From despair to 
supreme confidence in three seconds fl at ... 

I looked down at the emergency field at 
th e village of Landry and decided that it was 
best to pretend that it didn't exist - it looked 
so small and difficult from where I was. In 

the valley just ahead lay th e. town of Bourg 
St Maurice beyond which lay my goa l, only 
a few kilometres further, the huge expanse of 
rock and ice of MOht Blanc, rising in steps 
into a layer of cumulus c louds. 

Mont Blanc had looked impress ive 
enough from 80km away but seen from its 
flanks it was abso lutely massive. I was 
enjoying the moment but still had difficulty 
in <lppreciating the sh eer scale of the rock 
and ice spread out before and above me. I 
toured along its upper slopes, aware th<l t 
I would be unable to reach its summit that 
day, although this was no disappointment to 
me whatsoever. If I had landed out th en, the 
flight would have been worth it. 

That 's not to say I didn't want to try to get 
home. It was getting late and, although I had 
only spent J few minutes at my goal, it was 
time to move on. The clouds to the east of 
the Vanoise looked the highest so I set off 
along the Isere valley, taking any strong 
climb I cou ld find . Near the sk i resort of 
Val d' isere I spotted a couple of high-fl ying 
paragliders and quickly found their thermal, 
rising again to 11 ,500ft and within gliding 
distance of the airfield of Sollieres. Although 
I was not yet half-way home I was almost 
within reach of known territory, just need ing 
J climb at Petit Cenis to get over the pass 
at the col d'Etache. The mountain was in 
silhouette as I approached from the east but 
I reckoned that the sun was still high enough 
to throw off thermals from its western face. 
Sure enough, as I flew from the mountain 's 
shadow I found a climb and slid bJck over 
the pass to familiarity. 

I continued to the Pointe de Peee, a 
massive, ',Nest-fac ing ridge to the north of 
Brianc;on, cl early created so lely for th e 
purpose of growing thermals. Now within 
reach of St Crepin, th e remainder of the 
flight would be easy, just another 1 OOkm or 
so down the hills. Back at th e tete d'Amant 
I decided that I had enough height to get 
through th e pas de 13 Cava le which, at 
9,000ft in the heart of the Ecrins, is a handy 
short-cut back to the Gap va Iley. 

I had forgotten thilt the gliding gods rarely 
provide gifts for free and I ittle did I rea lise 
th at I was about to be Jsked for J token 
payment. As I crossed the va rl ey towards Lhe 
tetE' de Lauziere I lost more height than 
I wou ld have expec ted bUL carried on 
anyway, expect ing lift along th e su nlit face 
of the ridge thJt led up to the co l. More 
sink. A nagging doubt crept into the back of 
my mind. Should I turn back? If I did, given 
the lateness of the hour, I would probably 
end up on the ground at St Crep in airfield 
- no big deal in itself but the lure of getting 
back to base on my own had the greater 
appeJI. I cohtinued Jlong the ridge, drop
ping through 11 ,000ft w ith 10km to go. 
The ridges looked threatening amongst the 
dark shJdows of earl y even ing and were 
now giving sink rather than lift. I kept my 
eyes fixed on the pass, which was getting 
closer and closer but not mov ing relative to 
the ca nopy, indicating just how marginal the 
glide was becoming. With growing conce rn I 
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noted th at the ridges either side of me were 
starting to co nverge and every few seconds t
I repeated to myself: " I can still turn back," 

aware that St Crepin was still well within 

reach, just around th e corner behind me. 2,463 km I!!! 

I watched the altimeter unwind to 10,500ft, 


in 14h 20m =172kphthen 10,000ft, still with a few kilometres to 
go. I was not sure I would be ab le to get 

Independent self-launch through until I was about 2km out, when 
I could see that the pass was starti ng to Power climb 800ft/min , 
move underneath me. I sc raped through with Range over 650 miles , 
less than 300ft to spare. 

The gods st ill weren't fi nished with me. Yet or Glide @ 50 :1, 
another pass still lay ahead of me, one Comfort+Sociabilityonly 
I had never noticed before, because I had possible side-by-side, 
never been that low before. After this 

1-man wing-fold for 
start I ing discovery I rea l ised that it was a lot 

easy ground handling lower than the previous one and that I would 
easily make it over the top. My heart was 150 S 1 O's now delivered 
hammering away and I became very aware 

15 to UK that my entire nervous system was on its 
stops. I resolved that there wou ld be no 

For information on new and
more adventures today, so I followed the used S1 O's and how you can 
ridge into the wide, welcoming Gap va lley. make spectacular use of your 
I traced a path back over Co lombis, valuable time, please con tact : 
Monserieux and Malaup, mountains that Mike Jefferyes, 
now glowed softly in the evening sunshine. Tanglewood, 
Once back in the warm ha ze of the Sisteron Fingrith Hall Road, 
valley I flew some lazy circles over the loca l Blackmore, Essex CM4 ORU 

Tel/Autofax: 01277 823066 hills before finally calling it a day, joining 
the circuit for a landing. MikeJefferyes@ 

After the world stopped moving I opened STEMME.co.uk 
See alsothe canopy to let in the hot evening air. 

www.STEMME.co.ukOther returning gliders threw up dust from 
the parched strip as they rumbled to a halt 
behind me. I derigged the LS and was sti ll 
coming down from my emotiona l high as we 
set oif for our evening meal in ou r village 
where, after the day's exc itement, my post
flight beer never tasted so good. Olll" friends 
had enjoyed their own flights too, so we .adrank wine and ate our Wily through the Learning to Glide? 

evening, swapping stories and watching the ~ 

mountains blush in the setti ng sun. No Course availability? 


After our meal Ar iane and I wa lked back 
to the gite under an ink-black sky sprayed U Check out Shenington
with brightly shin ing stars. The moon began 
its ri se over Trainon as I reflected on my en 
two moments of drama, of reaching the The Friendlly Gliding Club e
mountain and of edging through the pass. 1
Had I really achieved the former? Would I We a1re special and this is how we do it: 
ever again have the courage to try the latter? -a ~ 


To more experienced pilots my flight had 1- ~ • Flying 7 days a week 
• 
been no more than a milk run but for me, -
during that one brief moment over the • Grass/Hard runways (weather resistant!) U 
col de Galibier, I had let my cu riosity over •" .a 

0 

• Value for money courses - guaranteed
come my feMs, Now, another day beckoned, e ~ number of launches only hours ilWilY and prom ising its own -opportuniti es to ilccept or reject as we ..0 U 

I 
• Professional Instructors - maximum ratio 2:1

chose. Such is the tyranny of soaring that, endespite the volume of adrenaline I had • Winch , Aerotow and Motorglider available m cpumped during my flight, I cou ldn 't wa it for ,
another day of burning blue sky, of snow and C • A friendly welcome to all visitors 
ice on heat-soaked mountains, of being I- I
given the chance to sit underneath another "- Clubhouse, Bunkhouse - Bar facilities availe en 
cumulus over ilnother remo te and desolate CI) • able to members and visitors 
high pass, to discover whether I would have 
the courage next lime to face the unknown. .c Shenington Airfield, Oxfordshire OX15 6NY 
S8tC is pl<lllning d comprch :.nsive look at flying in U) Tel 01295 680008 • Email: gliding.club@virgin.net th" Alps. If you have sturics or photowaphs ),OU I
"'.lilt to cOlltrihute, please contact the editor 
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Is what you can re ly on if you're insured 

through us - because we know the score! 


MEMIICR 

e ll aviation !iJinsurance 
<ienerallnsuranmh services ltdI 

Phone, fax or write to: Stephen Hill 

Phone: 01765 690777 Fax: 01765 690544 


Unit lA, Sycamore Business Park. Copt Hewick. Ripon. North Yorkshire. HG4 5DF. 


F \)t.\fu l 01./
so'a-r ,.o/)} The y»e~ I)Stable O OWl)s 

• Two to Five Day Holiday Courses, run by John Jeffries 
• Aerobatic Courses 

_~t:--:. Field Landing & Navigation Courses in a powerful Rotax Falke 
• Cross Country Soaring Courses 

• Coaching for Full, Assistant and Basic Instructors 
• DUNSTABLE REGIONALS 17-25 AUGUST 

sy Rig 35:1@50knots 

01432 851886 
www.russiasailplanes.co.uk 
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In his fifth article on mountain 
soaring, Gavin Wills describes 
how to get into wave 

W
HEN, from the Nor'west, the dust 
streams off the river beds and the 
poplar trees bend double above the 

ratt ling glider pick t lines, sma ll cows may 
somet imes be seen soaring inve rted over 
th Omarama wi nel-sock! It is then, above 
tortured bands of rotor-cumulus, th at hard
edged lenticul ar clouds stretch in stacks 
from horizon to horizon. On the ground the 
wind gusts to 40kts. Bo lel gl ider pilots dr ss 
ior i O-hour flights at 30,OOOit. Nervous tug 
pilots run for cove r. 

After releasing the towrope, the wave 
surfer's first cha llenge is to find a way 
through the maelstrom to the powerful liit 
in the smooth <:lir of the w.)Ve above. 
Of course, you can bribe the tu g pilot to tow 
directl y into Wc1ve but then th e asp iring wave 
master may never lea rn the crucial skills 
required for ca tching waves. 

To be successful, you need to understand 
the atmosphert/s ~a ru cture from the grou nd 
to th e wave's laminar fl ow, to recog ni se 
sui tab le stepp ing stones thJt lead to the 
wave, then, utilising a range of spec ial 
techn iques, ca jole the glider skywards. 
Thi s is the art of soaring into wave. 

Structure 
The diagram above illustrates the bottom of 
a primary wave triggered behind a moun tain 
range. Due to the atmospheri c condi ti ons at 

the time the wave train happens to peter out 
downwind. A couple of random mountains 
are posi ti oned downwind of the tri gger. 

The " tra nsition zone" is the boundary 
layer between the stab le laminar fl ow of the 
wave and the un stab le turbulent flow below. 
A temper<l ture invers ion il nd a strong wind 
shear mark the top of the transition zone. 
The th ickness of the zone varies, as it relates 
to the strength of the wind shea r, and grades 
out downwards. It m<1y velry from a few tens 
of feet to several hundred feet thi ck. 

If you can see the transi tion zone then you 
can visuali se the shape of the wave above it. 
Recognising th e transi ti on zone, both from 
afar and when you are in it, is an importan t 
iactor in ciltching waves. The transition zone 
is often marked by certain clouds and/or 
by the onset of the short sharp turbulence 
associated w ith w ind shea r and rotor. 

Fortun ately, when the wave is marked, 
several types of cloud form in or nea r the 
transition zone. Note, on the diagram, the 
clouds that lie direct ly under the transition; 
the cloud CJp on the mountain tri gger, 
cloud wh iskers in the transition zo ne and 
rotor-cumuli beneath the wave itself. The 
dynamic shape of the top of th ese clouds 
actually marks the top of the transiti on and 
outli nes the shape of the wave. Compare the 
shapes and positions of the clouds marking 
both the primary and secondary waves and 
you may see \vhy in this case the shall ow 
flat secondary wave is mor difficult to get 
into than the steep primary wave, ex tending 
well below cloudbase. 

Rotor-cumuli are the dominant cloud form 

below the Wilve system. These clouds are fed 
by therma l broken into rota ting bubbles by 
the wind shear. Sometimes hard to 
distinguish from regular cumuli vvhen 
viewed from below, rotor- umul iii ne up 
crosswind and often form bilrs of so lid 
cloud. They dppear not to drift downwind 
but condense on the upwind leading edge 
and dissipate on thei r trailing edge. If lhe 
top of th e rotor-c umulus reaches into the 
tr;lIl si ti on zone it w ill be shaped by th e w ind 
shear into a typical lens shape. This nlay be 
impossible to see from under the cloud . 

Cloud w hiskers form along the transition 
zone as wind shadow therma ls rise to the 
w ind shear. These whiskers are important 
m<lrkers oi the transition zone dnd hence 
the position and shape of the wave ilbove. 
Typicall y, they mark rolati ng bubbles of 
thermi c air that c limb and grow up the 
transition to jo in th t, main rotor-cumuli. 

Thermal activity is common in the 
unstable air below th e Wilve. On clays 
w hen thermal activity docs not occur the 
overlying Wdve tends to be a fl atte r shape 
and shallower. Thermals are inhibited 
beneath the down of wavt' and enh <1 nced 
where the wave is go ing up. Downw ind of 
a rotor-cumulus the therm als may climb 
in to w ind towa rd s the cloud if loca l w ind 
reversa ls tJke place beneath. the rotor. 

Kidge liit may also be enhanced or 
inhibited by wave. If a ridge is workin g 
unusually well then it is likely to have a 
wave overhead. If mountain and wave are 
out oi ph3se ridge, liit wi II he weak, broken 
and not carry you much above its crest. 
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Stepping stones 
The soaring pilot generally has to step 
through severa l different kinds of lift in order 
to climb into wave. The object in using the 
following series of stepp ing stones is to 
arrive at the transition zone at the leacling 
edge of the best looking rotor-cumulus. From 
this point you can acce lerate through the 
fina l part of the transition zone and burst 
into the smooth laminar flow. Here, as you 
catch the w.we, the wind speed and the 
climb rate may both double. This is the entry 
to gl ider pi lot heaven! 

Over flat ground thermals are used to climb 
to the rotor-cuillul i. Remember that un I ike 
regu lar cumuli these clouds are being rotat
ed by the wind shear and the ri sing thermi c 
bubbles become broken and torn up. 
Therefore one must con tinually search 
upwind for a new therm<:!1 until the glider 
arrives at the leading edge of the rotor 
cloud. 

In mountainous terrain move around to find 
a ridge that is in phase with a wave above. 
Occasionally, in-phase ridge lift INil1 lead 
directly to the transit ion zone and into 
wave. More comillonl y, ridge li ft w ill give 
way to broken thermals which must be 
worked upwind in J soa ring dance c(1 lled 
the rotor-walk. 

Wind shadow thermals from she ltered 
hotspots in the lee of the mountain trigger 
Illay burst upward through the coo ling, 

descending air to reach the transition zone. 
These th ermals are very narrow and 
strong and are surrounded by areas of 
intense down-draughts. They can make for 
a wild ride! 

The wave trigger itself offers an interesting 
opportuni ty for getting into the wave. If one 
can climb on the upwind side of the tri gger 
a daring clive over the bJck of the mountain 
may lead the pilot stril ight into smooth lift. 
At le,1st the glider should arrive near the 
des irab le entry po int on the upwind edge of 
th e rotor. Th is is an exciting bu t comnlitting 
route to the wave! 

Soaring techniques 
Rotor-affected th erma Is may requi re adapted 
techniques for a succcssfu l c limb. Th ink of a 
rotor thermal as a rotating sausage of air. It is 
ri sing strongly on one side and descending 
on the other. To remain in the rising air on 
the upwind side of th !" sausage one must 
either make very sillall circles, or into-wind 
beats. The thickness of th e sausilge will 
determine whether sma ll steep c irc les or 
beats are best. 

The rotor-wa lk is the strilnge da nce that 
the glidcr makes as the pilot works his way 
into the transition zone. Pull up in lift 
and turn throu gh about 60~ ; if the lift is 
weak turn back ilnd make slow beats 
until the lift dies, then accelerate into wind 
in anticipation of bcing dumped by the 
next sa usage. 

If the lift is strong make one or two quick 

[urns but always search into w ind for th e 
nex t burst of lift. 

Turbu lent bursts of rotor are the pilot's 
lead when dancing rotor-walk. Airspeed will 
typ icall y osci llate between about 40kts and 
70kts as the glider descr ibes a seem ingl y 
random seri es of beats, pull-ups and steep 
circles. Thc vv ilder the dance becomes 
genera Il y the closer one is to the wave. 

On the upper edge of the transit ion zone 
the pilot is poised to break into th e wave. 
If whiskers of cloud are growing up and 
towards you then you have it made. Simply 
punch ou t in front of th e nearest whisker 
and catch the wav . If the wh iskers are sti II 
above then you must continue to ·Iimb 
below each whiske r un ti l at about clouclbase 
an upwind push will ca tch your wave. 

If the whiskers remai n both elusive and 
above you, you may have to climb right to 
cloudbase on the lead i ng edge of the rotor 
cumulus, acce lerate in th e li ft and th en 
punch lip into the wave. If that does not 
wmk try a cloud cl imb' 

A successful wave-Gl[ching battle Illay be 
turbul ent and tough but it is well rewarded 
by the smooth power of the wave, the peace 
and quiet and the view. Once in wave and 
tracking, a whole new soa rin g opportunity 
opens up; Diilmond height ga ins, world 
record distances and phenomenal speed 
triangles. But tracking wave is another story. 

NL!.xl issue: Cdvin Orl lfc/eking wdve 

For details of G.lvin 's rn()untain sOclrifJg schoul, 

see ww\v, GlidcOm,l rllIllJ.CUI1l 

Looking for a Windows software program which can 
upload your EW unit, analyse IGC format files as well 
as task set, upload your Garmin logs and download 
your TP 's to your Garmin? Look no further than the 

tried and tested EWView3 for Windows program. 

The EW "0 type" 

IGC approved flight recorder. Just 


£275 plus VAT and delivery. 

IGC approval for use with the most popular Garmin GPS receivers. 

Comes with DOS software and aI/ you need to connect to your GPS and 
computer. Ideal for competitions and badge claims up to Diamond C. 
Incorporates the fol/owing features: 24 hours of recorded position and 

height data at a 4 second sample rate, motor and pilot event ports, 
electronic declaration, 9-16 volt external power input and 9 volt internal 

battery giving up to 40 hours stand alone recording time, standard 
electronic barograph with 15Km altitude range and 5m altitude 

resolution, user selectable sample intervals from 1 to 999 seconds, 
extremely robust and simple 1 button start up routine. 

Free trial disc set available on our web site. 

Just £49.95 inc. VAT & p&p 


Upgrade your existing Model A & B GPS recording 

units to the latest IGC approved FR specs 


£ 75.00 + VAT inc. of servicing and 2 year calibration 

certificate. 


Upgrade + Calibration + EWView3 £95.00+ VAT 


Visit our comprehensive web site 

~@_;ft@@DMtr 

or phone us to get more information 

about any EWproducts.· 

EW Avionics, Seymour Barn, Widmere Lane, Marlow SL7 3DF, England. 


E-mail ew@ewuk.co.uk - Phone & Fax 01628477999 
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GLIDING GALLERY 
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The beauty of flight 

Above: End·of·task exhilaration as two finishers, photographed by Stephen Kirkby, swoop towards the line in last years Open Class Nationals at Lasham 

Left: Matt Cranes picture of a K-13 at RAF Halton with a rainbow and a K·8 in the background reminded us of this year's spring showers 

Below: Mike Fox of Wolds GC took this atmospheric shot of a tow plane 
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~ • State of the art~?m~;!~~ra~~:~er Pilots Parachute
VJJJj • The Pop-Top. External seated pilotchute providing the fastest possible deployment. 

iflOMAs • Fully encased risers resulting in a snag free parachute container system. 
~ • Steerable parachutes in a range of sizes to suit all sizes of pilots . 
~. Soft, slim line design for the ultimate in comfort 

• British built, quality assured to BS 5750 
• Reliability, comfort and efficiency when it matters 

THOMAS Sports Equipment Limited 
Lofty's Loft· Pinfold Lane' Bridlington • East Yorkshire' Y016 6XS • Tel: 01262 678299 
www.thomas-sports.com • Fax: 01262 602063 

IGC CaIibration Service for Barog'raphs & 'loggers (All Types and Makes) 
FAI rules require IGC loggers to be re-calibrated every 2 years; and all other barographs every year. Full BGA approved 

calibration certificate, computer calibration file, quick turn round and return by Special Delivery 

Only £15.00 + £6 return post

IGarmin memory batteries replaced - All models - Only £7.50 I 


Problems with your vario system? Thinking of replacing it? Radio problems? Repair or replace? Ring for free advice 

Dickie Feakes on 01869245948 or 07710221131 
E-Mail: dickie@fsd.uk.net 


Cambridg:e Instruments • UK Agent for Service and Repair 


fly the Vale of York 

• Brilliant site • Tarmac & grass runway's • No airspace restrictions • 2 pawnee tugs • 2 winches 
• 3 x 2 training gliders. 3 x single seat. 2 motor gliders for faster glider training. Approved site for 
glider pilot to PPLSLMG • Plenty of caravan and trailer spaces • Full time staff 7 day operation 
• 5 day courses £330 • fixed price to solo £850 (winch & aerotow) 

Rufforth Airfield, York Tel: 01904 738694 www-users.york.ac.ukl-mdc1/ygc.html 

York Gliding 
Centre 
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30,000ft in a cu-nim 

Midland Ge's Mark Wakem 
suggested this classic tale from 
1960 by Gordon Rondel 

S ATUKDAY the 18th oi June ",as a vcrI' warm day 

.ll M aTham with sli ghl haze .md one or two 

OktJS oi cumulus, bJse 4,000it. Suri, cc 
tcmpl'ralure ;,t 14,00 1m, was about 80" F, Instab ilitv in 

the local areas IV;! , not vcrI' marked, ~lthough isolated 

Iherma ls oi the ord "r of 300 Lp.m. could e.l ~ ily be 

worked up ",hen iound, 

Pilol Oiiicer 1:111 Sirachan lowed Ille "ff in the 

Olympia 2B, Ihe machine which Iw had ilown to 

25,900it. 111'0 weeks before, At Hillhorough, iour miles 

south of Swafiham, I ca st-off, 1 ,900it. ;Ibove M"rh. m 

airiield h(!inhl. ,vty inienliull was to SO(:lr Incl.-lily with 

the poss ible .1im oi ga in ing a Cold C hl·ight if Ihe 

opportunit\, ,In".', although at Ihe time il seemed 

('xtremely unlikely, 

The iirst hour 01 Ihe fl ight wa s mosl uncew, rding: just 

.1 s'r ies oi iumbles w ith Ih<:rm., I, ba rely wurlhy 

oi a name, Th en at 1,400it. ncar Milrhilm, \Vhilst cun 

sidering th e "dviscbililv of prolonging th e ilight. I iou nd 

a 400 Lp,m, thermill under the most unpromising 

looking c/ou,,!. I sOOn cl imb d to 4,OOOil. and look ing 

aruund I Wil S ab le 10 pick out, with the aid oi polaroid 

sun gltl5 Se ~, J n'Jw 01 cumulus clouds hrc<lking throLloh 

th haze layer to the north, The w ind WilS \V('sterly, and 

Ih(' possibil ity of eXlensive c.Unlulus growth in the 

COJsta l convergence zone of the ,\.;ort l1 Norfolk coasl 

!Pel me 10 i ll' in th.ll direction, 

At iour o' c luck I h;KI reached Hunstanton, At th is 

point it became ouvious that the reall y big stuif was on 

tl1<' other side of Ihe Wash, n~<1r Skegness , A iurther 

hall-hour oi iumbling and I mJnilgee! 10 climb to 

7,00()il., a sufiic ient height irom which to attempl a 
crossing oi Ihp watE'r Iyinn between nl(:' and the Cu-nim, 

\\'hich was obviously at least lO,OOOfl. high, 

comprfsing Illdny separate cells strl'lching irom Bo:-.tnll 

to Skegncss, In the tm-knol head-wind I SCi myseli il 

mi nimum contact height oi 4,OOoit. ilne! headed 

towards tlw ciou(i. 

The coast li ne behind had disappeared from vielV 

ill the haze IVhen, .ll 4, 1 (lOfl'., I S"IV th(~ iirst vl'ry 

wdco rne Ilicker oi green ball on the Tot.11 Energy V"ho, 

In the nexi h,,11 hour I hild ample time to ruminilte on 

the advisability of Ihe 51 ps which I had so f", tak en, 

Thi s WilS undoubledly the most inact ive Cu-nim base 

ever, Eventually I fuu nd Ihe l irst decent updraught , 

about 120 Lp,rn, I cl imbed IJboriously to 7,OOOit. in 

torrential rain, w hich c. me into Ih,,' cockpit through 

('very chink, then s lout 10 linellhe real core 01 the 

sto rm by il yi ng lowards Ihe noise dnd Ilw lighlening, 

n,C, ilrtiliciJI horizon was working Ix'rfect ly, but alredely 

th.. Cook comp.'I" IVilS ieeling the di('ct ui 11ll' heavy 

static discharge, 

The D iy W;JS h€'having vl'ry nicely showing 

remarkable stilbility desp ite the turbulene , The only 

worry was a p.1rticular h igh-ircqucncy vibr,ltion on the 

"lev.lI0r cont rul. This disJppe.l red as Ih", liit smoothed 

oul and the c l imb continue" through hail and Irghlning, 

at sp~'eds in excess 01 1,000 i.p.m, up to I2,000it. AI 

that height I switch d on till' oxygen ilt the reguiillor 

dnd put on m~' mask. There \\IilS no more rai n to stream 
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into the cockpi t and my clothes suon dried out; no 

doubt I was \-veilting suliicif2ntly to assist thi s. 

The ratl' of climh was hI' now complele ly off the 

cluck: a iai r guess would he 1,500 i,p,m , I stdrted to fl y 

coKe-track patterns, wilh 3D ,econel legs, The r.lte of 

climb increased still iurthE'r. IJy c;1 1culation the cure of 

liil in excess of 1,000 i,p,m, measured 1,000 yds, by 

300 yds. IVilh ilS axis N.L to S,W" although by now tbe 

compas~ was not too re li able, and it may havr hE'(:\rl 

nearer to ,'1,15, 

By now Diamond H f~ i g hl \Vas in th e bag, and I was 

intr igued by the possib il ity oi bea ling lan 's Club 

Rpcorcl, St i ll with Ihe green balls in Ihe lOp oi the tubc's 

I continued to climb, Very i irw grains 01 rime ice blew 

into Ih cockpi t in clouds now and then, The eleva lor 

cuntrol was becoming less Jnd less effective, and 

soon the nnly melhod of reduci ng speed increases due 

to Ihe turbul('nce was to take oii bank and so utilisp 

the conlrol iorce, which had been used to rna inla in the 

lurn, to raise the nose, Thi s resulted in some rather 

gorbl imey orbits, 

1\1 V,OOOit. I remembered that Ian had Just lall en 

,hort oi John Willi,lI11Son's recurd, so, as the climb was 

still a rcspeclable Ihousand ieci per minule I con linueci 

the climb up to nmrl)' 30,000it. At this point I dec ided 

to leave c loud and 110.10 WPSI. The foreea,t wind was 40 

knots at Ihis heighl "no I must be well over the sea by 

now, At iirsl I lost " few f(~el, Ihen I hil another upgust 

which stal led the O Il' and carri ecl me up ""olher sewn 

ur eighl hundred feel. Ailer fi ve minute" the air 

smooth,,'d out and I r<~alised thai I was in th e c l ~ar, The 

direci v ision panel wa s iced up and I had no vis ible 

prouf oi being out 01 cloud, 

Rel ~x ing unce more, I looked il round ilnd saw that 

Ihe i ' whi ch hild begun tn form on Ihe cockpit \Va ll s 

Jnd canopy I 20,00011. was no", almost a quarter 01 an 

inch Ihick. I scratched some oi it ofi and was relieved 10 

ee, when I had descended tu 25,O(JOft or so, that there 

V/J5 very Iltde airframe ic.:ing on th e wings. 

I hdd k ' pt the conlrols free on the dimb by (!xerClsing 

thl'r11 to full Iravel evpry lime a I'lrge change oi .Itli tude 

wa s called (or. 

The direct v i ion parwl was st ill i irmly i 'ed up, pMtly 

due to the heavy rJIIl at low level which had frozen 

during th e c li mb, The ie> on the w ings waS in the form 

oi isolated water droplets w hi "h had (roze'n th re, 

During Ihe lale slage·s 01 the ' Ii mb II had been 

necessary 10 wipe tlw instrunl tent gla5 s fdirly 

frequ ently in order to keep th em legible, and the T.E. 

heild h"d blockccl up, I waS wC<1I'ing b.Jr<1the, slacks, 

ligh l shoes dnd socks , and a le'rv ice issue park<1 which 

provided completely ad~quate prolection in view of Ihe 

short tinw I spent at .l ltituele, Whil st wcaring silk inner 

gloves ilnd CilP" leather outers I had felt frequent sl ight 

eleclric shocks from the ontrol coi limn. 

I! seemed an awfu l shomp 10 thruw "lllhis height 

ilway, but in view of the 50-knot h ad\\'ind any flight to 

the, weSi was sl riel ly impossib le anri I hild no map 

cover,lg" Inr the North Sea, Subsequent calcu lations 

show that I coulri in i.let have rl'ached th e West 

Gc-rrnan horaer without any further gain 01 height. 

I descended 10 the weSI at GO to 70 knots, and when 

Ihe canop)' cventu<1 l1 y cleared sufiic ient ly I saw that 

I was ilyi ng clown a vallC'y between two forty-mi le long 

((l\-\,S 01 e ll-nim. Hl'nealh, there-' was comp lete cover 01 
strJtu at live or six thouSdnd ief..!t. Ait ~~r 30 minutes on a 

westerly heading my est imated fJo5i tion was near to 

BranGlster, I SilW the only brt'ak in the cloud cover 

helow, Thruugh the gap I could see l1<llY palches of 

gr.'en ,1nd yello\V: lanel .11 lasl. I put the ar rbrakes out 

and Ihrew away 10,0001t. as Illy ()xygt'n supply r<1n out. 

r\S I IVenl dow n inlO the break in the cloud ;1 ship 

steamed into ~ jght : I had no dltl'rrhl tivl', th er I were no 

mure breaks in Ih" cloud cover, 

At 4,000il. I was ( Ie"r oi cloud and heading west 

once more, resolwd to return to the shifl ii the shore 

oid not soon show up by j ,OOOit. It very soon did, about 

six miles on the port si de, I coasted in at Cromer and 

decided to try to l11"ke my way back to ivl.lrhdm, The 

r"le of movemenl oi that Cu-nim had be n at 1.'a5t (,Okl. 

I IVilS b",lked by ila t air over Ihe rain-drenched 

counlryside', I was down to i i lleen hundred fe'et ski rting 

a storm over Co lti shall when I SdlV d su itable field on 

Ihe outskirts oi North Walsh"m and I decided to 1,lnd 

there, I was met by the local pol ice constable and 

schoolrnilSIE'r, an ex r-l ighl Lieutenant. These gen tl emen 

treated me with the utmost court(lsy. Thp retri eve cre\V 

arrived at '),30 ,-Inc! we were on the rOdd home hI' 

10 o 'clock . TI,e journey home w ith the b.ll'ograp h Wil S a 

greater nervous slrJin than the itight. 

The Fenldnds Olympia 2B was [Jresenled to the 

RAF,G,S A by Ihe Nuiiiei d Trust in 19Se, It5 equip

menl intl udes ,1 suction drive I\rtifici al HoriLoll by 
Ottley Motors and an oxygttn ~)'stem capable 01 opera

tion up 10 42,000it. I installed Ihese items last year in 

preparation for the Nationdl s, and ('xcepting i,'i lures 10 

top up the oxygen boUle andlor accu mulators th ey have 

functiuned perlectly ev r since, Th accumu lalor whi ch 

dm'e, the electri vacuum pump is provided wilh an 

in-silu chMging plug, so Ih.lt Ihe accu mulalor is charged 

by the power suppl y to the trailer during the retrieve, 

I would like to take this upportunily to th,lnk ~II 

those people who h Iped me to make thi, ili ght. Ian 

Strachan parti cularly he was Offi cial Observer, Tug 

Pilot. and Ket rleve Crew Chi i - whi ch didn 't leave 

mudl else' 10 be (lone, 
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Offering outstanding workmanship, efficiency and service in: 
* All glass, carbon, kevlar, wood and metal repairs and modifications 

ROGER TARGETI * Motor glider engine approval 
* C of A renewals and general maintenance 

Sailplane Services * Weighings, including accurate in flight C of G positioning 
* Re-finishing in all types of gel coat and paint 


Bristol & Gloucestershire Gliding Club 
 * Hard wax polishing 
Nympslield. Nr. Stonehouse. Gloucestershire GL10 3TX * Competition sealing 


Tel: Workshop (01453) 860861 • Home (01453) 860447 
 * BGA and PFA approved 
Mobile 0850 769060 * Canopy perspex replacement 

- email roger@sailplaneservices.co.uk * Aircraft recovery 

www.sailp-.laneservices.CO. uk 

MIDLAND 
GLIDING CLUB 
ON THE LON(3 MYNO 

An entirely new course structure for 2002 means more skills based training and reduced prices. 

Spring and autumn courses on a pay as you fly basis that start at only £35 per day· Courses 


structured to your needs - Novice. Bronze to Silver. Cross Country, Cloud Flying, Competition 

Training. Professional instruction. winching, catering, and administration. On-site centrally 


heated' accommodation. private rooms, bar. Fleet includes three K21 s, two K23s, Discus, K 13. 

'K8. Falke. Pawnee, Skylaunch and Knox2000 winches.. 5ml long west facing ridge and bungee 


launching. Book now to secure a place. Discounts on second courses in the year. 

Call Janet in the office or visit our web site for dates. details and prices. 


Courses from March to October. 


VISA Long Mynd, Church Stretton, Shropshire SY6 6TA 01588650206 
lNVVW.long d.com ..~ 

• Full board ree extn. ~ prke plus pay ro~ flying a t half nonnal dub ntes with an aver"a,g" £20 per day cap. 

Tasman V1000 Vario 

Instruments 


• No flask - simple to install 2.25" • Digital audio LCD display with average 
• Digital differentiation for precise response • Variable response speed 

• Inbuilt speaker • Low power consumption • Voltmeter display 
• Repeat display for two seat installation available 

Special introductory price £315.00 inc. VAT from 

SOUTHDOWN AERO SERVICES LTD 

0044 (0) 1256381359 • 0044 (0) 1256381816 


E-Mail: info@southdownaero.com • www.tasmaninstruments.com.au 


50 Sailplane & Gliding 

www.tasmaninstruments.com.au
mailto:info@southdownaero.com
www.sailp-.laneservices
mailto:roger@sailplaneservices.co.uk




COMPUTER LOGKEEPIN,G 

* LogStar GC * 
Club System for Logkeeping, 


Treasurer, Membership, Statistics 


* LogStar Glider * 
Personal Logbook £25 

See web for details 
Pay by Credit Card Tel: 01329221992 


Web: www.turnpike-technics.co.uk 

Email: Sales@turnpike-technics.co.uk 


73 Old Turnpike, Fareham, Hants, UK P016 7HF 

GLIDER 

INSTRUMENTS 


(M. & P. Hutchinson) 

PZL, Winter and Smiths Instruments 

repaired and overhauled. 


Contact us with your requirements. 


Write or phone: 

'Tanfield' 

Shobdon 


Nr. Leominster 

Herefordshire HR6 9LX 


Tel: 01568708368 


SF 25C Rotax-Falke 
TIlE IDEAL MOTORGLIDER 
FOR TRAINING, SOARING, 
CRUISING AND AEROTOW 

SCHEIBE-FLUGZEUGBAU 

GMBH 


lJ-K522 ! I)ac llaLl . Auglhl-I'Ltl t /.-St r. 2:\ 


Tl"i : 004') :·n 5 1-720tl5 or -720K4 • r"x: ·7:\i'1')H) 


UK Contact: Peter Serge Fink 
Tel: 01293 885147 • Fax: 01293 873214 
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THE SCOTTISH GUDING CENTRE 

'P~ 

Innease your airtime 

The best of Ridge Soaring from 


Southerly through to North Easterly 


Snatch the Ridge with confidence 

Large Airfield at the base of the hill 


Scotland's Premier Training Site 

Training Courses for 2002 


May to October 

Clubhou~ accommodatiol'1, caravan olld camping space 

Call Irene on 01592 840543 

The Scottish Gliding Centre 


Portmoak Airfield, Scotlandwell KY13 9JJ 

Web http://www.scottishglidingcentre.co.uk 


email: office@portmoak.force9.ca.uk 


The Motor Glider Club 
uJler. 

SLMG Courses 

RT Courses • PPL courses 


Nates Dlial lIire 
Motor Glider £,55ph £,45ph 
C150! 2 from £,70ph 
Cherokee from £'78ph 

HINTON IN THE HEDGES AIFIELD 
Tel: 01295 812775 
/1 1 Ass()ciatiul/ Il'it!? 

1I=In.CiT 
FLIGHT 

TRAINWII 

Tel. 01865 370814 

'~'~:~I~~~' ~l~I~~I~~~o~ll~b e

f\ hnv n e for Ollr raln(ll~~ -, 

win t.: ' r wa v(' - we a re o pe n a ll <4' 

r eel r .1nJ cross co u n h y is flO 
prol,lclll l (OIl lad I.(oy ul Lhe cllll,. 

Wave Season - buo l" i ll~; no", I '~in ~ 
La ben fu r 5 epl/ d 1002 

Holidays & Courses - lai lo rell \0 the 
intlivi d ua l - ca ll for our new sf ru c lu rc & 
prices . 

UK Mountain Soaring Championships 
- a grea l, fLIn co lll pd ilion - 1-7 q L' pl 2001 
Cnnt''1Li : 


Wave Bookings 
~'L1[y-Ro"c Smitl, 10l u l S(I l ) 73061'7 
All other enquiries - Roy 1)" ll i ,, ~ a l ti, e Unl, 

Tel/F,,, 0 13398 i\S3 <) 


1='H"il : o (fig;!U .I c~. i ,lcgliiliu~L IHb. cu . " k 

\Ve!'silc: hl ll'lI"~,,, ·.,L" i' C.;J i. I i 11.;."11.1 h. l . .. " k 

Wells Design Ltd 01608 685790 

I '"' 

Shenington Gl idin g Cl ub o ffers Ind ividual Tuition 
wi th Bruno Brown. Specialising in : 

CONFIDENCE BUILDING COURSES 

INSTRUCTOR WORK UP TRAINING 


GROUND STUDIES IN ALL GLIDING ASPECTS 


All courses wi ll be tailo red to you r own requ irements 
bu t wi ll include : 

,( STALL APPRECIATION AND SPIN AWARENESS 
,( lAUNCH FAILURE RECOVERY TRAINING 
,( UNDERSTANDING THE DANGERS OF LOW FLYING 

"SAFETY THROUGH KNOWLEDGE" IS GOOD 

SAFETY THROUGH UNDER
STANDING IS BETTER 

Talk to Bruno on 

01295 258700 
e-mail: brunobrown@tesco.net 

Gavin Wt1.b' Mountain 

Soaring School 


OMARAMA 
New Zealand 

The worlds best mountam 

and wave fIyrng 


from October through M 'u:ch 


www.GlideOmaram a.com 

Sailplane & Gliding 

www.GlideOmaram
http:Ic~.i,lcgliiliu~LIHb.cu
mailto:office@portmoak.force9.ca.uk
http:http://www.scottishglidingcentre.co.uk
mailto:Sales@turnpike-technics.co.uk
http:www.turnpike-technics.co.uk


news 

Andreas (Isle of Man) 
"THE winl h engine needs a quick Ov rhaul ," says the 
Te( h Oiflcer. "Qui k str ip d(M'n, check the piston" 
v,llvQ guides, h ad rebu ild Jnd , Idl' i t ,II I bJc~ logether 
Jgain - won'l takp long" . W hy do the simplesl of jobs 
uk" three limes as long and cost twic!' as mllclt l 

~eri()~"ly. the (I ub i~ gratelul to Dave Jnd Tom 
\Vheman, who 'penl many J long hour overcomillS just 
.1bout every difficulty going, to rebu ild tilE" engine. The 
hurrit Jne "edson fi nall y gclve II ~ tl breclk over aster; we 

got om~ much-needr.d currency check rides wi th a 
linle local soari ng. Six members aMI an I..J 3 So lo were 
m.lde very wek ome at I~ow l <tnd Forc'S t G soon 
,1itetwards. We were JDi ned by our good fr iend from 
Dorset C Pele Molloy, whD came up to "bJg" another 
tvp"- Dave's 133 is hi; 115th. O ur hoSL 13 h Petlller, 
m"ul' sure we all had orne interesting fl ying. Ou r 
thanks for his time alld enthus i~ m and the dub's 
hospita l il )' : we w ill be back! 
Brian Goodspeed 

Aquila (Hinton in the Hedges) 
SO,\RING best describe our spirits - nnd our gliders 
lor thai mJltl'r The sea on I, lind 'r " ,1)' dnd w 10rJk

' 
forward to welcoming V I itors and p ilots al ike. Our 
f;~ 2' has heen beautifull y restured in Poland, and is 
" aw ing ('vervone ilt thc Idunchpoin tl Incll'eli. illanv 
m"mhers have been un intention,dly landi ng i t long, 
such i, its newlv-acquired sl ipper iness. \ e :lfe taking 
Ev ni ng rly in!\ Gr()ups on a J!rL~booked hasis 
lJj"'up @dqui/aglidinlrco.uk). Serluus fcttling of club 
Jnd private glider; has ocgun, some in our new 
\\ orkshop. Wi th th e Regional Task Week running frDIll 

luly 27-August 4 and Qur IIwolvement in the Int r-c lub 
l eaflue, Aqu ila looks furward tu an unrestr icted seC.1 on. 
K('PI' up to dale ,II wlVw.i1 '1uil~Bliding. co.uk 

Hugh Gascoyne 

Bath, Wilts and North Dorset (The Park) 
TH( workshop has been busy as many pilots tin ish thei r 
- of A. but so far thi ' seasun Ihe on ly soari ng wCdther 

seem to 110 on Mondays. VV have ,1 growing number 

At Andreas (from left): Gareth Glaydon, Bob Fennell 
(eFI). Dave Wiseman, Bob PeWfer (Bowland Forest), 
Tom Wiseman, George Bridson and Brian Goodspeed 

June - July 2002 

of new rnembe~, some aiJ in itio dnr.i some jo ining 
fmm other duh;) dlter moving into Ihls ,1rCil. 

Congratu lations tn new sulo pilots ,\-t il 'o lm Rousl' ,mel 
Andrew Perc iv.!! , and to Chri ... l:lr~i th\ l1 il(,; llnd M~\rk 

Rad icC', who htlve rc·soloed. l)oug Mi ll s has g,\II1 d his 
Cross-COUnlr)~ Endorse.ment. \ I\lc \Vek()m(~' Simon 

Iiousden, who jo ins our inllTUc tors. Wednesdal' Ilying 
has bcen res ume.d :Inri is increasingly popul.1f Ihanks to 
the sma ll band of enthusiasts who help. 
Joy lynch 

Bidford (Bidford) 
I3 IDFORD wel comes our n 'W tllggic dlHI COLI " '" 

instructo r lor the s<':<lson 2002 , ,mel is looking forwdrd to 
Cl l oad saJ5wl Jhe-rld. vVc h.lV(', howC:.'vpr, lost (Jnl' of 

our greatest ~idel i m-' icons th is yeJr: we regret th ,1 t Pam 
Hai ley, Rol l'" wile, has jJdssed ,1W<lI'. ""' 111)' oi those 
whu h,lVe visi ted ollr club wuuld h,w(' spotted h " 1' 

ca tching lortv wink> on th ' Ilank in the· shad.". We w ill 
alw,,),s think oi her with the londest memories . On the 
orightE'r side, G- URB is Ildck on line and Ollr wt>"kend 
tuggie; Jr - champing at the bit 10 g ' t back into the 
swing of it. 
lynne Taylor 

Black Mountains (Talgarth) 
t\FrEK J ratllt'r prutr,1 -ted C 011\, our PCiwnee is now 
bark on line thank> tn 50111(' timely help lrom the l ong 
M ynd with spares . Thanks, guys! Apologies to , ()Il1(' of 

Bob Gassidy took this shot of the tug at Borders 
GC's site at Mi/field Woo/ler 

our v isi tors from East Suss!'x over the prubl ems. Tlw ddy 
the tug returned, we hdd Gold height asterl y W,lVe 
right over the clubhouse plus (clnldSl i ridge flYln!! (or 
six consecutiv dHY5. Work is rac ing _,Iwad wi th til t' 
n"w ciubhousell,angor wi th sewr" I pair f w il ling 
h,"1ds ,III getting sluck in cill d J super club spirit ever)'~ 

where. " "new" fitted kitchen has been obt,' ined but WE' 

have had 10 ke"l' it under lock ~ Ild kpy unti l it i, 
in,;talled as s('vcral members mumbl ing something 
JIJoul "beUer than I'vt? got at hump" wcr' seen iJcting 

suspiciously in the vici nity! l emhit ()p ik MI' has kind ly 
"greed 10 r erlorm the formal open ing 01 the h;lIlgJr at 
the start of ou r ,mnuil l task wPC'k un August 24 ~u now 
w" jU\! I lAVE tn iin ish it l O n il sad note, Tnny Burton 
ha~ pa ssed Llway (see o/)itud ry pfl 1), 
Robb ie Rolwrlson 

Booker (Wycombe Air Park) 
WE 'v r just had a 5ucce"fu l expprlitioll to Shobclon dnd 
dr~, at th -' tim(, Qf writing, .lhout to leave for IJci), 

Spdin, led by DCFt Jed Edyvcan. We are t:lking our Duo 
Di scus. nel ~ dub D i scu~ - more th.1n tP I1 glider~ in all, 

Includi ng thu,e Iwlonging to the pri vale owners. I\iter 
Over 20 consecutive dry cia '5, the fir< smJII iront 
brought:1 Duple ui 5005, including ~ po»ible recnrd
br · "king fli ght by Matt Cook i f) Booker's Duo. Our con
gr:>tu lations to Marlin Ffuulk es uf the SBC Grnup on 
uecomlng a BI. Currently we <If 5<, llIng intensive cours-

Mike Harris with the cup he received for services to 
Bristol & Glos Gc. It was awarded in memory of club 
member Malcolm Gay. who died in an accident in 2001 

es at il ""mark,lbl<' rdte; p rhaps il.'s Ihe free reservati on 
syS1em fu r Inslruct ion, nOW running seven days J w eek. 
At t ht~ recent AG -I, Ihe firewo rks w '1'1' not coniined to 
the ti i, cussion: the OH I' intended to b ' used for ~ pre· 
scnl.lIion burst spe lacularly in to fl ames. We have just 
'o ld another 'IBOhp Cu \), to b repla(e j short ly by 
anothpr _60hp Pawnee. Our iree highly-c(lmj1('!titivc 
reglon " ls will be held at the end of August, entri ,,- Jre 
$I ill wclcome; see www.bookergliding.w.uk! 
Roger Neal 

Borders (Milfield) 
i\T the AC," I in MJrch, Ian lin st"ppeci down ,IS ch Jir~ 

man, to be repla oed by Alistil lr Fi h. I ,~ 11 was aw."ded 
uur Pr sident's Cup (or service to the club. )'mll', tru ly 
got th h ight trophy lor two 11),OOOIt cl imbs Ibut 51111 
fail ed to get Diamund height!!. Richard Abercromb ie 
gut the trophy for be t dehiev"r, h,wing soloed in styl e 
w ith a Iwo-h<Jur fl if\ht and a 7,OOOft climb. lie hJ' 
,in e mailltaincd his record, lugging mur(' thJ n I U 

hours solo in less th n twO month . . AI1 c1y I lencierson 
he), been ,'ppointed deputy CF t with Ian Sim, to assist 
Bill Stephen, uur n w CFI. Andy is fldrticul.Hly keen II) 
develop crus5<ountrl' sO'lfing from the 5ile and Wi ll usc 
th " cotl ish ASH, when ava ilable, fOf' leJd dnd fol low. 
Bob Cassidy 

Bowland Forest (Chipping) 
WE were very p lcJsed to wel c.ome members of And rea, 
Gc. Unfort un Mely, the weather " > rath(~ r unki nd, bu t 
th y thoroughly enjoyed dying Our ridge. Th(' ilelu has 
nuw dried (J ul wonderiull y wel l ilnd we are "II busil y 
getting cu rren t! The weather has nnw ill1proved, thus 
allOWing cross· ountry fly ing to start. Our Super Falke 
moturglider has 110\,\1 come into servicf>. 

Eileen Litller 

Bristol & Gloucestershire (Nympsfield) 
AN excellent curry night wilS held wh n BGA chairman 
David Roberts v isi t "d lh ' club tu speak about th" BGA 
;1I1r1 " ns \/('( '1uestions. About 0 l11embe<r5 w re a tract
~'<.l by R;), dnd lackie l cmin's III als and DaVl(I's tal k. 
ConB"' ts to ne\ Bis Kevin Neav.:: unci Alison Mu lder; 
al 0 dssistant alS Mdtt Crane Jnd Mark PMker. We ,1fe 
tu do some ilying for the Faulk 5 Foundat ion, organ ised 
bv Si rnon Robinson. A comlllillP ' ba n on smok ing in 
the bar w~s r6cinded ntil il is c:qn~idered at th ' ·/\GM. 
Rid1<lrd Smi lh, Ray Payne, Graham Morris and eh" ir
man 'teve Parker exp lored downwind to tl", fllurcnge 
;lI1d illong to Hay Bl uff on two (by~ >n April Jnd two 
made II hack from l alg,lfth after (incling wave tn >-

Please send your entries 10 helen@sandg.dircon.co.uk 

or Helen Evans, 7 Ollney Road, Minchinhampton, 

Stroud GL6 9BX to arrive by June 11 fo r the August

September issue (August 13 for October-November) 
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Club focus Club news 

~ 1O,OOOft. We want an [54 to replacp the ASW 19, 

sold 10 il mcmbers' syncli Cdtc after r<!-gelling . 
Bernard Smyth 

Burn (Burn) 
TI IERMi\ L~ ~ I 1,1SI ! "" rly i\pril gel"" us (,-akls Jnd clouel
11.1 e over h,OUO(t - hul vcrI' pOOl" v;s On April 12 the 

north w incl bl ew in, lowcred c loudbase to J,OOOfl bUI 
improvpd ' hie' vi s r onsidf'!,;1 hly. Our !l (-'W laullchpo int 

n Jl1 tro l is n\idring compl~l i()n "fl('r Ihe o ld one fl ipped 

whilst being towed by - if yOu ['Qa ll y IVdnl 10 know, ,,1 5k 
J Il)l 13urrl 11l(' rnber. VVP ,H{-' still t:' xperi c:> IlL ing a steady 
flow of nelV member,; trom bOlh .' n(b uf lh • ,JIl" conge, 
which is very encour,lging. OUi landlord has be('n laken 

over ily a Ger11lan comp:1I1y; "' $ the It.~d e. reneWJ I i, <.i u" 
snon, we hope il will unrie"t,lnrllhe need:. nt' :;lrdll1g. 

John Stirk 

Cairngorm (Feshiebridge) 
SPR IN G is fin ally here (1I1(J every )'uunS glirler pi lul's 
iJeMt, cl nd Ihought , tu rn 10 eFI Andy ( artpr', ""h initio 
co urse \",1 .ek l' 

, anrl W h,lt a tremendoLJS success it \>V(1S 

thi' yea r. nlr('<' fi rst sulos (twu in une d:'Y !I .Thi l w a' 
surely" gredt in troduction to Scottish mountai n sOJ ri ng 

lur nur fu ture [lundi ts, he lperi ,' lring by Ihfi: griod cx~m 
pie set by N ick NL1rl11an and Ian Currul hers who buth 

completed " 320krn Id.,k ( )11 the Id I ddY. O ur sinccre 
Ihanks go to /\ I"lcr Morrison and f\ nely C.lrter ior th ei r 
hard work in ru nn ing thi s LlIl t,'l sti c course. RJdge c l (.l i m~ 

this monlh include: Jim Riach ID iJmonri goall; hris 
Fiorent ini (D iamond goal); S,mdra Forres! (First so lo): 
Mike tvlurrison (Fir>t sui,,): Sarmerl ,,",jrz<l (Fi rst sulu): 

and John Whytt! ( Sll v~ r du r,lti on ). Oll r Ihanks .11 50 gil to 

John vVhyte for buil ding the n w <:! ubhou s<' pord l. 

Dal eS for your d iary: M ayfes t, M ay G-t ? IgfC';Jl oppOrtu
nity to ~heu the winler 1,I ues ,Inri enjny ,ome superb 

Sco tti sh mOLlIl !3 in SOil ri nglscen r ); Inler-,Iub League: 
;\ II f,;U st 10-12; and of cuul se our fil moll~ and celebratpeJ 

Octobertcsi Sept _HI-Oct 25 (gr il l fu n fur al l !). PI~ase 
iJuok cdr ly lOr OCl.oborfesl (no I)ouki ng fee) with our 

5eU el dry Ruth on 01 667 49345 9 or Ihf' cl ub on 

01 r, 40 651317 S"f: \\""w,glidlng, (J~~ 

Chris Fiorentini 

Cambridge (Gransden lodge) 
TH[ win!ci' pari)' \V~\S another gr ,-l l SUCCf'SS, princ ipally 
due to Ill(' uOl iring efforts (~f (I ;",' Colton. Th p st.lrl ot' 

the soaring 5bl $on g<lVC Chr is IVlill 50n the ch,tnu~ 10 

complete two Bn)I1l(' legs on tile S.1!ll(' d:l),. nd the 
f'x cc 'I I<'llt c()lHlili()n .... of I\pr i l 1(i S~IW 1)I1il jll n e ... sef ~l 

n('w 1 S-metr" 5()Okm Iri,lnf! lc recll rd. I<i charu W ass and 

C I.Jr<~ Hooper hdve both fe-su loed. VVe ,cem to be 
;)ttrdcl ing nevv members ,J" th (..J \-veatlw r improve,> and 
qUite J fe"''' fo rmer memhers are refO lOi ng. P 'rhaps Ihis 
is it si gn of r ~v ival in the numher of Jcti vc UK p ilot 

John Birch 

Robin Dransfield went solo at Deeside on his 16th 
birthday: father John tugged They were the club's third 
father-son combination in a year. Is this a UK record? 

Sailplane & Gliding 

NEEDWOOE> FOREST GC, in the heart of the 
Midlands, is at the north end of the corridor 
between East Midland and Birmingham 
CTAs. We're a small but lively club with 
around 60 members from 14 to 80 years oldl 
We run a highly successful cadet scheme 
and have several young solo pilots, while 
most of our Wednesday flyers are retired. 

The club was formed in 1965; a group of 
local gliding enthusiasts obtained a T-21 and 
formed the Burton and Derby GC, operating 
from the disused WW2 airfield at Church 
Broughton in Derbyshire. 

In the early 1980s, the club bought an area 
of land next to the village of Marchington and 
changed lits name to Marchington GC. 
Members cleared the site of bushes and trees 
to create suitable runways and, as before, the 
club occupied a site used in WW2. ThiS had 
been a camp used by American forces; one of 
the roadways was used as a runway until the 
1990s, when the Home Office announced 
plans to build a prison on the site. 

When the club was forced to move again 
the search for another site began. It was clear 
that this was going to be no easy task and to 
everyone's relief, Mike Shelton the club's CFI 
and operator of nearby "Tatenhill Airfield" 
agreed to the club using a grass strip along
side his main runway as a temporary base, a 

At a glance 

Membership: £190 

launch type and cost: WinC~l, £5.50 

Club fleet: 


K-21. Super Blanik. DG-500 Elan, K-23, K·6cR 


Private gliders: 10 


Instructors: 10 


Type of lift: thermal 

Operating days: 


Weekends, Wednesdays and Bank Holidays 

(also club weeks: see website for dates) 


Contact: 


01283575578 

nfgc@GoGliding.co.uk 
www. GoGliding.co.uk 

liaison that lasted some eight years. 
The club eventually succeeded in negotiat

ing a 25-year lease on a 70-acre greenfield 
site at Cross Hayes, just five miles from its 
previous home. Development work involved 
preparing the flying areas, building a size
able glider store (that's what the planners 
call it!), a small but pleasant clubroom and, 
yes, another change of name. The gliders 
were flown to their new home in November 
1998 and, overnight, the previously all-aero
tow club became a winch-only operation. 

The site lies west-north-west/east-south
east and is 1,200m long. A Skylaunch winch 
offers consistent launches to 1,500ft (2,000ft 
on windier days). Our launch point freq uency 
is 129.9. Airspace is open up to FL45 above 
site; local agreements with East Midlands 
Airport allow access to severall areas of 
Class D airspace up to 5,500fl. The "club 
triangle" gives safe cross-country flyingl for 
early solo pilots, using turning pOints near 
Ashbourne and Newport, the more ambitious 
pilots set 300km tasks to the west or circum
navigating the Birmingham CTA. 

If you fly power, we're sorry that planning 
restricts us to gliding only - no power air
craft or motorgliders are allowed. 

Visitors are always welcome. We do not 
charge bona fide members of other clubs 
a reciprocal membership fee; we have a 
first-class fleet available and you wi ll be 
guaranteed a warm welcome if you call in. 

Andy Chapman 

Both the privately-owned and the club gliders at 
Needwood Forest GC range from modern glass-fibre 
sailplanes to beautifully-restored classic aircraft 
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Burn GC's under-16 brigade (standing from L): Karl 
Zatorski, Raymond McLearnon, Matthew Raywood. 
Adam Walker, and Matthew Walker (who soloed on his 
16th birthday). Michael Walker and Tony Flan nery are 
the oldies in the cockpit 

Clevelands (Dishforth) 
DESPIT[ I n in.luspic inus 5tJrI to th(' yedr, two students 
made good us of 111 ' clrcuit ·bashing weath,' r .lnd 
clchieved ' rst solos . CongraW I<l li ons to Tim Digins 
(LUU GSI Jnd Andy Pc I. Jim lJunald m,J lldscd tu finrl 
something 10 slJ \, up in .lnd compleWd twu Brnnz(' 
lel'\5. VVc hosted Ihe Yorbh ire Inter-elub I eague over th" 
Ed~t r weekend. The haze on ly allowed us on task d.l )'. 
~nrl Clevelands Clme out on 10 1' wi th Derek Smith w in· 
oioR th ' Pu ndil Cldss and Alan Jen~ill s the Novice class . 
n le top hul lday destination fur gl iclpl' pi lol5 thi s ye", 
JPpedr5 to be Chile. Mr CHI d Mrs CFl l Kevi n Jnd Liz 
Ki Iyi vis ited the gliding site ill Jntiago earl y in the 
year em hulidd\,. <hortly 10 b,' fo ll ow d by D ick ole, 
who took p,,,·t in Ihe official RAFGSA exp (li tion in 

February. fly Ihe time this go s to press, James Prus,." 
and 13dluriLk (Paul M a on) should h;,ve cOll1plete<l 
Iheir A si tilnt Instructor rating. Wchmaster I<obin 
Sin ton has revamped uur websile - take a look at 
II' lVlv. dish(urthairfi"ld frees (Ve. co.uk 
Polly Whitehead 

Cornish (Perranporth) 
AFT f.( the IJst dismJI report we cun no\\' b a li tt le 
more opljm i ~t ic. For a tart, we'r '~ fl ying again . A new 
(Qll1milt h ~s b~en beavering dW., y at rev,ul1ping Ihe 
club's ill1ag . Jnd fortunes, and we'r lllakinHgood 
prugress . We've kitt ed out J new r'aravan to replace th e 
t;lther run-down anti b" iI 'red previou, on , all w ry 
Sn1(1rl. New p romot iOI1;tl materia l i nOw avail Jble and 
bei ng cir lated tu th e ,m ('s , hop fully giv ing u, " 
more 111 0<1 rn and dynamic imege. VVe have started 
uffenng Irial lessol1 10 va rying heights in rl!5ponse to 
people a,killg fur sct tilll ~< in J glider, 10 giw long r 

- --:s:::::--~..... 

Nosey Parker, a bear who does things he's a little bit scared of to help children overcome their fears. went flying 
at Dukeries GC courtesy of the local paper He's the one in the rear of the cockpit (Photo courtesy of Jon Knight) 

fl igh l . The ROils-Royce f1 ig ll! j ~ Ihe M ile H igh 'I"h 
(no -x requ ired ). It is h .lrteni llA to ,ee Iltal une in 
three peoJl le elect higher lOWS, <lnd this, it is hop d. 
\V iII brin ' about a big chJnW' ill rl1(' fort ul1(~s uf the 
d ub . Wlw we woefull y I.K k at present is enough 
instructors to make li fe eas ier, hLit we arc in the prucess 
uf br inging more on line. II w ill he h.>rd work, but we 
are determin c1 to succeed. I am sure we w il l. 
Dean Penny 

Cotswold (Aston Down) 
OU R summer courses ilnd eveni ng fl ying have st"'ted, 
<lnd we welcome flo N ilsson, Ihe 'ourse instru ri or. \'II 
now have .m L-Spatz on site and the club has acq"ired 
a PHalLls B4 lor prL~S il ve r pilots. Gary Fry r and Helena 
llrogdpn Invc been cO-upted to 11'1 ~ committee. dlld w e 

expect great Ihing, from Ihem. n le MoD hu ildings at 

SIOIl Do\vn have now been sll fel. but since we o\vn the 

Jirfif' lc1 we expe<.t only minor rh.lnges to our 
orcrations. Bc,t wishes lOr a sJl eel)' re Qve,y tu Dav id 
Roberts after his accident. 
Frank Birlison 

Cranwell (RAF Cranwell) 
THE seemingly end les w interfinall ), f"ded mid-March 
cl nd we beg7l n lQ log somt: !)Ign ificant soaring times. 
O ur sec(lI1c1 K· 13, ubtail1E'd when Phoenix (UrLlggcni 
disbanded last year, fi nally pmprgc<l from tht' wtlrbhop 
and took to the ;l ir in new livery IOllovvin' a major 
rebuild. The club AGM took pldcC in ('arlv Apri l w ith 
priles awarded to Sue \'\10 0<1. Mick Lee It hreel, PI ' 
Kingwi ll , Ben eluder"", Arthur Do h rty (IIVO), Ian 
Mountain (twoi. Mi"k Il aker and hari ,,' Skicra. 
Bouquels we, pre, "nle<J to lune Mil ls. Suc Wooc/. and 

Va nes cl and Ri chard Gre ory for their 'terllng ellorts 
in keep ing u, nourished Ihroughout Ihe year and 
,-,speci ,llly during a particular ly indelllPllt w inter. 
Paul Skiera 

Dartmoor Gliding Society (Brentor) 
WI 10 and wa ter, cleve rl y ~ lt er n Jli llg . prevcnted dny 
fly ing (.on , our site f()r the frrst th"~e months 0 this 
year. 111e chairman, John Bult, w ith I.lns Reedi!' alld 
Rol fe ,md ' tevl' Lew i<. ,p III many hour, ill1pr,)vin 
th l ield surra e. Nothing, though, can alter the basic 
geo logy it few int.hC5 uf abs<)ru Ilt 10p,Oi l cov ' ring " 
deep layer of ill1p..rvi ou clay - wi th even very minor 
changes nellcl ing approval by the Na ti ona l Park 
Authurity. Fortuna tely, when fly ing b g,1I1 CJ5terly wincls 
I:!t o ff 1m.,: I w clve givi ng all memh rs n stimulati ng st.art. 

I'eter Slapl '1'011 , vis iti llg front North Hill. took his Astir 
to 15,500ft and was sti ll cl imbing \Vh(~n , t()ppc''; by an 
oxyg n proh lem - con firmat ion thi1 th e Dartmoor 
W ,I\ syst m has much more to ofter than g ner, l ly 
recognised. Pilol, wi th Ih" ki t dnd desire to explore it 
for themselve!> from .1 winch launch - sti ll only it iiver 
- wil l be welcome vi sitors . A we ll-attended I\GM was 
delighted I(l re·clect Ihe pr ~pnt <;ommil tee en N oc 
wi th a great d al of vdluab le and v<Hi I . dv ice Jbout 
how tu improve fi nances on<.l recruit th \'uung 
members the- cluh -0 urgent l) requ ire>. 
Phil BreU 

Deeside (Aboyne) 
n -II: year gnt off 10 J ' = 1, t.l rt w il h three so~ ring 

f1i 'ht of marc than two huurs all J,lnllary 1. Grdham 
M ann ..ncl Ri dldfd Ka lin fl 'w LSOkm in D uo Discus 
3D. n'e Piri e hrotiler> ~, cllleved Ihelr usua l ,'Jew Year's 

Sandra Forrest (left) and Mike Morrison were two of Sarmed Mirza was Cairngorm's third soloist in a The refurbished R59 (which came to the UK from the 
the three pilots who soloed on Cairngorm 's course week. You may recall his account of starting to learn now-disbanded Phoenix GC at 8ruggen) takes to the 
for ab inilios (Alister Morrison) (New Kid on the Block, February-March 2002. p28) air again at Cranwell in its new livery 
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'Club news 

> 	 soa ring fli ght , w ith tlwi r usual gu\, (O; 1i rry C:1\'\' thorl1c 

was the tug p dot. Don't Ihese guys celebrate 

f logman.lyl Congr, lul il l ions 10 Ron Oss ton " nd Robi n 
r~ n 5fi Id on Ih , ir ~() I o Il ighls, Rohi n wen l , 01" on 

his LJ ' rl hdav; hi, ralh r John was i l yin ~ as lug pil ot. 
Thi , I11d ke, the th ird lU I presen l/pJs ll idllwr - son 
combination with in a ye,l f, is f h i ~ ,1 new r'(I('orrl for 

a UK gliding cl uh~ " '/e are plei1 ~ed 10 hnve Dave! 
Hallsworth as tuggy lor the season; Dav' is d DGC 

member and experi enced in i l)'ing glider at Abo)'ne, 
\t\l Jrc looking forward to a gre.,! so.1ring season, 
and the :J lh K Mounl,li n Soaring Champinnship in 
-eptc~mbef. Th is cnmpetit ion is becomi ng iamnus not 

only lor its 50Mable we3 ther, uut ior the number oi 
bou les of w hisky ofiered as priLes, TIlE' cl ub is open 

seven (bys a wl'ek; Roy Da lli ng is happy to t,l ke 
course book ings. 
Sue Heard 

Denbigh (Denbigh) 
Tl-l f dnnu.)1 d inner wa; well ,Itiendec:i , Th " Cl alyst 

shield Wa5 pre5ented 10 Ton Cooper ior Ihe tastesl ridge 
run und a trophy w ent t(l St('ve Gut lt'r io r the must 

i lllpro\.ed pilol. Sn ol ls w ere pro;.scnted to Rob in Filer 
and to John Fr l nd in appreciation o( their nlJt<ta nd ing 
serv ices In th e clul; , A new gearbox ha, been i ill ed tu 

our ~olls- Royc", standby w inch and the area around th e 

hangar ha, be II Impruved, At our GM, I'.ei l Kyte 
relired as chairman <l nd Chris y n,ompson ~s ecret ar)'. 

W Ihank th m for all thelt effo rt~ , lal olm u t in Wd 

elected as chairman and Brran Allen n secretary, 

CFI John Dean h dS de ided to 1110 e 0 11 to Bidiord dnd 
the chairman Iha nked him for hi sterl ing w(lrk. W all 

w ish hi m well. Ton)' Dick inson has been appo inted as 
CFI. Visitors irom sk. Cosioru and Ea~t Su ssex made 

the most of the fl yinil c.ondltions and lerry Bank 

c limbed to l l3 ,OOOrt In elusiv ' wave wh ile 1110 t oi us 
WfOr Ihemld ll ing_ Improvemenls to laun hpoinl\ 3nd 

our new rel rieve 1r.1 c, k have helped Ihe la unch rote
,1I1d w e CLi n !l OW get into our gli der \\'i th d~J. n shoesl 

Brian Allen 

Derby & Lanes (Camphill) 
o M rch 5, Ron Farnell jump :d Iruli l th e K- l tl ovCJ 

cuuntrysid • neM Abney, l ie parachuted down and i 
afe and well , The Jccidenl i, b(' inR investigaled by the 

AlB. Wc'rp now (p rilling (-'v 'n days a w eek, In April , 

20 m Illil rs tnok " C"mphill P(I(.hacz to P()cklmgto ll 

for an .I" roto trdi ni ng CJI1lj1. "Vith over nine hou" 
flow n there were fUli r n""" fi ~t .l er!)tow solo and threp 
rC-5010 ' Al l of this wo)s pulled tngether lw Dave Ma rt in, 

O n March 28, ChristophE'r h, Im(' rs-Brnwn look Ihe 
last Il ight of the da)" H i> firs1 solo . He flew it imp Ct,l 

bly, W ell donc' 
Diane Reid 

Devon & Somerset (North Hill) 
C NE of th l ' I'ro l liel1l oi wril ing thest! entries is tha i you 

have to rio it .l lillost illllll ccii,ltcly I h(~ prevl ou~ is ue 
appt' ,lr, in Ihe cluhhouse, Consequentlv, ii we al least 

aupmpl to aplw", UplO rlate w e h~v" 10 Ill' d li ll ie bit 
or ,I mysti c ci t t il11l'~ . \Vht;l1 I .,~\ id the tug \\I,),:> back, 
I mean t I hoped Ihe tllg woul d b(' b,1Ck~ Wel l it wasn'l 

and I g It .1 lot oi sti k, ilnd tlwn il \v," - hrid ly, NQ'" 

I hop it w ill be bxk by thc li lllc you read this, OK? 
The s on has tarted with encouragi ng ea~t(!fli e, ;,\11<1 

good "'ave i li ght" Pele'r Siapleton look a winch launch 
al i:lrenlor and rd isecl th ir lub record to 15,500il. Ron 
Johns imd Crt Malcolm Chant fI.,w th" AS H to Rnadiord 
Res rvoi r and ba ok, ~Inppjng t() en joy the ed5terly Wd\lC' 

at Oarl moor un the wal'. Th,,1' Me also Ihl' NDrih Hill 

ent ry in th e overs e.a s n<ltiona ls in Sp.. in. Pres~urt', w hoJl 
press ur~? We hilve hild d ub exped itions to W ales, tl", 

:\ol ynd ilnd Portmoak, mC'a nwhile Sieve VVesl lil ke has 

been uoi ng the' rounds encourag ing memlJN~ to p~rti c i 

pa le in Ih Inl~r-( Iuh League, lei's hope lYe can 111Jke a 
showing th is yei)[, 
Phil Morrison 

Dukeries (Gamston) 
W [ played host 10 Ihe Relford Times, who brought us a 
new (tel;,' m C!mber, ., r:l th (~ r large I){;'ar by Ihe n<l flle o f 

t\:oscy Pa rker. H ~p~l i 1,1Ii 5eS in doing things th dt he is 
just J l illi e btl Irighten d oi so th " t th e local child«:n 

ca n be re<lS'-;ured. In th is G1SP he 'Y.l S " litt le w o rri E'cl 

"bout heights, Ai ter li ll ing in Ihe required fOlm5 (so Ihe 

treasurer cnul d "mure the UGA gut ils J:I ,50 temp 
membership fcc ), Nospy fl ew w ilh Glen 13 ,1((('11. 

Can the BGI\ tell us i i i\ pawpri nt i, a I .. ga l sign,lturc! 
M att Cnpestakc, who went solo a 1'<:1,/ clays aiter his 

I 61h hirthddY, has lefl us to , peci" l ise in aerobal ics " I 
SYGrston, we w ish h im wel l. 
Mike Terry 

Essex (North Weald/Ridgewell) 
AT last it seems th,1t the good \Vr' Jlher has takeJ1 its i irst 

51 'ps out uf the shado\V of wi nt('1 Ihuw ly ri cal an you 
gC'I!I. enabling us to open up Our Ridgewell sile fOI th e 
sOMing <; ao.; un \IVe h.Jve c;m joyl:.'d som e. super evening 

",I ks by members, ~ ill)Jh HdWlfeC un ,os~-co unlry 

navigiltion anu Ian Barn e, On ti ,e more techniCdI 
innarus uf our gl iclPfs, M~n)' lhanks tu John Whitwell for 
Ql'gil ni, ing these pvenings, Our ,~C I\0 1 , , l S we ll dU(;nded 

and our Chairman Br ian Murphy donatc<1a superb 

sil ver cup to be wlVMded anl1u"ll), to Ihe member who 
has been out,t" l1 dfng over th e ypa r, Thi s lVas duly 

presented, deservedly. to A5 istCl nt lnstruc tor Geoff 
M arti n, T()n)' Hampshire lI'al appoi nted th l' cl ub', 

Bu ild ing Manager io llowing th "x ~", lI cnt job he .m d his 

team d id in redecorating the pr omise . We a indebt d 
to 11,<, Squadron i1 t Nurth W aid, who lent us tlwir mess 
ior our dnnu,l l d inner, Tha nk> <1 1. 0 go Ill: all tn 

Cl)l11mit iee fdr their haru w ork during a dir t u ll year; 

Sue M arlin Jnu Lin Brennend ior pru\' iui ng the 

refre~hl11en t s for ,dl th evening activ iti ; and not least 
10 C ordon Horscrou from the Essex and Suffo lk dub 
il nd Ph il D uffin from Bi(i iord for their h Ip wh d, t sOl11e 

of our inst ru cto rs fo"ook us ill( warnp r cl imes! 

Peter Perry 

Essex & Suffolk (Wormingford) 
WE have negotiated 1 Itl, uur Idfldl urd to lease 1110 re 

land to cnClble us to extend our runwilY by an Jdditi )ndl 
400-pl us m tr , giving us 1.500 in to ta l. When this 

com -'s into u e we \·v ll l be J.ble to move ou r JdU IlCh 

poi nl 10 enable air ' ait to IJnci downwind of it thus not 

LJlocking Ihe launch run, which , hou ld Improv(! our 
iJunch rale no ('nei, Thr<' (' oi ou r number have r 'enll v 

h n lu Bire pr and ~}.l i nl.'d ,l ssisldnl rd l inH~ ~() 

ongralu lntions to Roubie Nunn, A lan d ' Tourtdon und 

Euull' Led ( h, 

Steve lones 

Four Counties (Syerston) 
W E had a very su C,,' lui Ea~t e.r til. ~ W~~, fly ing every 
clay in Ihe sunshine fo r 10 dJl's, P nnv M ason and :vlatt 
C()pes t (l k (~ h;)vl' gon ' $ol(), (lnd Andy L.Jngton, EWdr'l 

fluro II and Huw Wil li .1m; "II gained Silver d istance, 
TIl<' expediti on to l'urtrnoJk IVa, en joyJb le jor all 

despi te the l,lCk oi wave', TIlt' cross-counlry 5 " son is 

now und r way ,\lId Ih" qU Clp i'or Ih(· motorgli eier is 
ii n:lIly dying down l Don 't lorget th ai you can keep up to 
da te w ith th.. Sidle oi the crop, ancl i iQlds by vis iting 
\ \1\ VW. field-fo;lndings.('0. uk 

Sue Armstrong 

Fulmar (Easterton) 
W E ,l(e sti ll sharing the site at [ J, tcrton w ith Iligh lJ nd 

, but we hdve uecided to spli l Ihe r lub new s, so hOlh 

clubs can report Iheir suer-esses iu ll y, SuCC!!' is one 
Ihing IVe il re not shorl oi, sta rting w ilh Sluart N" ylor, 
w ho ,Kh ieved Cold distance on tllC' GSA exped it ion to 

I\ ustrd li " in NOVEmber then w mplete<1 Go ld Wilh J 

wave cl imb to '16,jOOil in April. Ian Thol11son went so lo 

" ",rotolV Jnd wil l no dOllht til k", over d~ CAli (chief Ast ir 

hogl, Trevor Couk is about to leave w ilh Ihe GSA 

lor Ilwir unnudl Si stcfOn exped it ion , hoping 10 31so 

cumplctt' his Cu ld, We have dl\ o started goillg ( W S,,

coun try: I l lew 200klll in thermals on the last day of 
March, I ,l lso g,l ined Ihe "monkey of Ihe munth '; award 

for maki ng a Gold Iwight climb wi lhoul a barogf<1pld 
Frrd k we have s(,veral 1Il'1V ,J !J in i llOs, many 01 whom 

should so lo over th e next few monlh ~ . Ii th is is wh.Jt "'\Ie 
( an (1 ch iev -' OVl' r wi nl!'!' then roll on th ~ rea l wea t h e.r ~ 

Mark Brown 

Highland (Easterton) 
W I: have had J good stMt to Ihe )'C'M, with plenly 01 
ri dge and lVaw flv ing il nel Ihe firs t II1<'rl11al s, IN c hope to 
st.ut work on Ihp n(!\\ d ubhou!lt: ill th e· /lpxt few \ eek . 
\Ne've just h,ld our first Il ying week, which resu lted In 

Ollle goud cross-cuunl ry ilylng In bot h til rrn.l l and 
wave, The week fin ish d w i th a b.ld'e u ", thanks I 
Guy Davidson, ,on ' ratu latinl1s to David Chal mers for 
his Go ld h ight dnu the Lompll't ion ui his Bd,ic 
Instruclors cou",,; Roger Chri, 1i t Jrl hi, 100km 

D iplo l11 d (I n a li tt le over two hours), w hich gave him his 

Sil ver, fo llowprJ a few day> IJter by his Cu ld height; dnd 
to ('olin Conti on goi ng solo . I gol my Silver h ight. 

COI'grdtuld ti ons to CFI Rohert Tail un heing award , d til(' 

BGA De Havil l.lnd Trophy, 
Roy Scothern 

Imperial College (Lasham) 
\ Eheld our tradi tlon,l l 1:.1,ler course at the end of 

M arch alld, unlike recen t YC!ilrs, only On" ou t of thE> 
seven cl ay- IVd lost to duff wpalh",,, No li,,1sofos to 

report from th cou rse, bu t AI " n managed his l irst so lo 
soaring il ight for hi5 Bra,,,,.,. r\pril - w the arrival of a 
slatiL carav,\f1 at I ~ham fo r Ihe use or I and Surrey 

Universit)' G ' IUd nl . Manv Ihanks to HOrizon 
Te hnology for dona ting thi, _H. ving ni e plJce to 

, lay should enLllumge more tudent> 10 ~t,ly at I asham 

OYer lhe weekend and get more fl y ing clnne, By the time 
you r 'ad thi , we should have L-Nal'S installed in both 

Ollr ASW 24 and our Discu>, W~ ar ' v ry grn tefu l lo Ihe 
Harlrngton Trust for their f inancial support , -n1e L-Navs 

wi ll be put to good u<e, ~< we Jrt'! hoping 10 .~n t~ r an 
Ie l ex -IC teem in th> Inl el'-( lub League, 

Katie Sykes 

Kent (Challock) 
\I E have had some sonrable days in recenl weeks w ith 
sev '1',,1 Bronze legs achieved in both thermal ,1Ile! ridge 

lift . 11 numher o! members an: jusl iin is h f n ,~ II,ei r Cross
ountry Endors<:!menls so \-\le .1re hopIng lor a bZltch oi 

Silver (bt"nn " h(' ior ' long, The r pn l expedition to 
Spai n did not i ind mueh W,1Ve, but everyone cnj oyed 
~(J ille i inc flying w ith spe t~L u l ar view>, On Ihe gruund, 

w c have had som very sueees ful l'ven ings, The fi rst 

IVdS a qui7 niRht, thl'n J symposium ror oii ic iil l 

observers and, most recently, " ldlk by Derek Piggott all 
his " clw il ture$ <IS J p ilot in i i lms, ueh a The Blue Max, 
Caroline Whitbread 

Kestrel (RAF Odiham) 
M I\R(I' I and ,\prrl have provi ded some welcome rell d 
fr(m1 c. ircu it h.l shing with th e opportunity !'or ~omF' go()d 
suar ing. Ait e r n:-"' lurh i:.hillg our K~ 1] \ \V i l1g ~ [WI) ,;e.,lfS 

ago WE' have takell th e psycholo l iGti step o j comm i tt ill g 

to do ing ti l<' fu,,, I, gr· by ripping all th,' lahrl L ui i', ,'icl 

going back no\\', Well dOll(' to BJrry St',ll ey w ho is 

lead ing the jJcujc -I. \! e are worki ng 1.0 gel our Tosl 

el i ' ' I w inch op ' ration • ., 1again and -0 cut our petrol 

iUl,1 hili>, t jlfl' '111 it i w ry chc~Jl to run but ~ ives .. 
P(lor launch - because it 1"011'1 start. There bas bet'n 

much d~hJ le ..huut GrdnI1Y\, sheepshanks .Ind h,ll ihu l ' 

as IV" si ruggled to i ind .1 knul th.lI Ih" g" I,,> would no l 
undo wh('n \V0 5('(ur~d a ne\v pc l l1lc t to our 19 14 
Al'ssonn('.1 u t('nt hangar, In th,,' end J ha li sh("epshJn!< 

i isberman 's ir iend w ilh J doubl" cow's head hilch se<"rns 
to hal' done the tri ck and w e now h ve several .1pp l i

ca tion, pend ing fO r members hip oi tl1<' In t" rn alion,, 1 

GlJlld 01 KnOI Ti crs. 
Simon Boyden 
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Lakes (Walney Island) 
W('R £ lindlll' d glid ing club again, Ihe i<lir wealher ha, 
relurn d, all the gliders now have Cs of A, so Ihe mood 
o( Ihe dub i, ,1 hit more upbeat We have already 
I,Llnllcd ,I couple of trips away 10 sampl The dl'lighb 
nlhel clubs have 10 oficr, Hus SOl is first OVl ' f th~ 

jubilee Dank Huliuay. Wl! c.:d.n Iry Oul th"ir therm,,'s 10 
,"" if Ihey differ from ours. Our workshop is now wel l 
used by members lor inspections unu g'2IH2c,11 rn,l illle-
"once, the> onl thing thdt won' l iiI in i, Ihe bus dnd Ihe 
lUg, peaking o( lugs, it', nnw time krr their annual 
-heck , lot's hope all go' , ell and Ihey rl'turn wilh ,) 
dean bil l oi hc,)llh . 
Peter Seddon 

Lasham Gliding Society (Lasham) 
PATRI CK 'ae>lel l has reti red as chairman after six years ' 
service 10 Lasham, uuring which tinl<' thf' purmose uf 
Ihr- airfield ,s wmplctcd. Patrick Ihanked ~ike C,, ' 
dno f'atri .k Gam ' t for lhei r prolesslonJI expert is tha i 
help d Imk" Ihe purchase po ihle. Thl' findl p~)'m(' nl 
fnr Ihe .li rl iel d w ill 1.)(; made in june, w ilh Ih(' heir of 
The Lasham Tru,t and \V~ lI y Kithn. "Ve welcome uur 
new ,-hairm an. R(ISS Sluar!. Mike Mill "r- mith h,lS b",,,,n 
r l ,letied on 10 Ih' committee of m,lrl~eml'n \' We 

rpR' I Ihe d rarlure Dr 1,1nice Bul ler, who has been part 
ullhe office ''';)111 ,in~ l' 1')fir.. II l'r ch ~prful pe"lli ldl ily 
will he rni,sed. 1\ "olunte'er 1" .111 of Brend,) .1 nd lol' 
I'rirbl, Jim I'ereir,), Co lin Kaise)" Ale, Trul11an <Inc! AI 
Greenslll ilh h,}s dssi slC'd in (Jur in-house e llg illP 'ring 

te,lIn in IllP C of A anrl r pili r work on our K- 13 fl eet. 
The io llowlng annual "Wil rds h,w ' been pr{!< nled: 
David Pl'nne), (lOf hi; ou l ta ndi ng work in tlpvelopi ng 
(lur c'vf'n ing HI fli ghts!; Cer') ~ng Jj 5h (or Ihe earliesl 
Silver di,l<1ncC of the Y(' Jr); Ri,-hard Whitaker (for Ihe 
firsl :IOokm b,'dge of Ihe y(w): Stew jones ({or Ihl' besl 
placing in th~ 1 ;i -metre IldtionaL ); Merv S~unrlers (tur 
Ihl' 111051 outstJl1ciing flight, 4fUkm in <'ighl hours in .111 

Astir); Rill' Pentecosl " 'Hi I lugh Kindell (lor Ihl' most 
meritor ious i light in a two-~eat r, 52 1 km in d Duo 
Discu,); Da"id ,\ 1;,,,on (for Ihe r~s test hilbollun
Hungerford I OOkm Ir i,lIl~ I<" I 51 minute.); '1erv 
SJ.unch.'fs tfnr dn outstanding con1nhu tion tu J vlIlg 
w oupJ; Sian lane (ior Ilw besl female plio!); Gerry 
English (for the be~l progre" oi .J rilol trJin d 111 
LJshrl l11 in the PZlst ,,"vn ye~ rs J. 

Tony Segal 

Lincolnshire (Strubby) 
CONGK/-\TU l/\TIONS 1(1 I'('te Curington on going , oln. 
Our W -rln' ddy i n ~truc tf)r, will 500n hav no one to fly. 
n,e AGM has come onel gon wi th changes il t the lOp. 
Berl Barker I,) kp over frO Ill Mike Fil irburn as ch.ti rman; 

Kiln A llen dssumes tlte ro le or " ir lech and FI Ie 
( "rri ngton tJkcs over Ihe gmund equjpmC!l1t Th~t' li 

warn him 10 go 010. n ,., wC~ lhe r is picking up w ilh 
Illore dry d,tys Ihan we "nd 111 fl eet is cotTl lng nu l to 
pia),. V e ilrc plannl11g a IIYlng week Irom june -I ·G. 
The club" SOCial sid is boom ing wi lh c:w nl> planned 
every th re munlhs. 
Dick Skerry 

London (Dunstable) 
''~O 'T lie i ll bed all misctdble if it i' cold Jnd cheer
I • s on An ",.1st wind rUIl ," sa id John )dil ie" "when 
n 111C exciting llnd iasc inZlti ng soaring i1d\,cnture mny be 

wai ti ng tur you to hJVP a go ..'! This Wll:. Jltf'f his first 

eros - 'ountr\, relurn fl ight 01 tl", ye.lI· on lanuM)' 3. 
From . 1 winch ''-lUnch he' i lcw 100km Olll anrl a lDn~ 

hilterns ridges III Ih" \\'('5 \ end, Ih -'11 reach ing - ,500fl 
returnQd with 1'2 in .1 K-11 . Five first _olns hi\v(' been 
ach ieved this ycar. Congratu l.lt ions 10 ca(kt Andr 'w 
Mcl\,S. who s()loed Jged 1 G i ll M •.Ht h. The sut.ce5siul 
C.,del Scherne is running We'll. Congratu l.ttiulh In 
Mil rti n Smith and !-\l1lhon)' Clavtol1, on thl' lI ilver 
distances. Thanks tn Shobdon ior givi ng our vis ll ing 
group in March sorn!' nie" \V.tv,' fl ying da),s and good 
heights, with KoiJ Ilrtmfield loppi ng out .11 15. ~OOft. Th e 
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Mendip 's seasonally-appropriate latest arrival is this 
Swallow. being flown by Ian Phillips (Keith Simmons) 

.w"'!)dti' (rowu desccndl'rl lIpClIl lb in March ior Sports 
Il'v I excellence in K·2 1, un ly, won by Guy v f'tga l 
Till' O,ln Smi th Trnph)' wenl 10 tlw iirsl Spurt s pi lot 
Ri chMd hil rman fr0111 Ilidlord. The [)unstablc 
Keglo llals entry (Augusl 17-2 '» i louking good w ith jllst 
3 f~w plilC<.'s lei!. We ,., re shar ing J Idnd wi lh Ihe VCC 

:II 11ll' I'FA r.tl'y .1 1CrJ rlf ieid Oil jlll1e 21-23, cOnw Jnd 
vi, it us. A vcry big Ihan'" ~ue - 1o OlJijgi • fv( hi!> dedi
c tlh,.'d w(lrk rt'l1()vJli ng CJu r bar ;md (lu bhnu~e over (I 

long pN iod 01 WI nter monlhs. Our Opan 0:1)" wilh luts 
of new i(k~(ls, is on i\',l Y 19. 

Geoff Moore 

Mendip (Halesland) 
RY a combmal ion of luck, det,,,, 1malion dnrl sheer 
!J loody· mindedness we have con linued to ily Ihrough. 
OUI the willlN. One maior dCIQrren l hJS been the con
tinued attenl ion we r eive (rom loca l(!lthie" e'l. at 
conI nl wi lh slea li ng t.he wheels Oil our glider t", ilers, 
the d le~el from our fuel tJn k Jnd th lIas c)'l ind I' for 
our k il .-hen, their 1110St I' enl "v l ~it ' resul led In the loss 
of the r{)pl~cem nt flas cyl inder a troll ey jack and two of 
our I hr~... ' Iraclors. The th ird tro Clor s< ved itsel f by d .. fea l
ing their a te111pt- 10 - I.m it (t here is J knack). n, is 
almo.1 certa inlv saved ou r K-lJ . wh ich was !)etwe"" the 
tractor and th dour. A IOOlpri nl on Ih winglip 
illdi ated their 'c)ck of cnncem. To galll ~ cess to the 
tl'ilc tors the II "eves CUl th rough a pad locked gal(' all t.! 
pad lucked hd.ngM rlnnr . Police to ld I.IS Iha l 10 trdetors 
have been ,!Olen in our orea recentl and Ihal there is a 
Irade in userl tr~clor Pdrts with the Ir ish Rf'public. YO U 
HA BEEN WAR ED. On" more pleasanl no\>, Dave 
B",;ctt, ,lur tam!! eleclroni cs w i4ard, has come up wilh 
a gadgel IhJI mon itors the lid" rs ASI during a w inch 
IJunch_ A Ifl P speed IS pr set and activa tes a small 
Iransmitt r which u cs the cEble a an aerial Jnd sends 
"Ion to Ihe winch until sp 'rl drop. below Ihe set 
vellup. Thi s promis ~s 10 ll1.lke h.l l li , ti c 1.lunche, a Ihillg 
of till' P;bl, 1l1dke li if' ca,ier for Ihe w inch driver and 
ollow pilot, 10 .-li lllh elt .lIlY elngll! II",y choose. IIl i1idi 
1ri,1l s dr(' very I:-'I'lc()urclgi ng. 

Keith S Simmons 

Midland (The Long Mynd) 
I\MONGST the fi lass ,I lips, the glJ1l10ur Jnd th e hi ' h 
in tentions, Wl' ill' lo(')k ing for J K-H! The Idst om) W,lS 

Dutch-c(1pp(~d by our ntherwis[' v · ry welcome visitors 
from the Kennemer Zwecfv lieg dub in I J(lll~lld. On J 

hung)' day olle Ill.)n \\IdS Oil fh e wing ,m el anoth("'r lifting 
the t;lil Illit Ihe'y d idn 'l rca lise Ih;tt the Mynd wincls Can 
Ihink like we:15el,. As a consolation Ih('), gave us " 
group pholograph of Ih n""lves - ill fro nl of a wrecked 
f) ,'glrng! Th" FelSler weekend S.1W our big. spec ial-ofier 
recruitment dri ve. The we,lther gOl!> I",.lid oi Ihe plan 
(lllci lell (11lOUt I,ltlghing. \1\1(' still O1(1rlagl'U seven new 

mernbers fo r ccrld in ..-1I1cl d pCl~i" l (.l (Jigh t in add iti on. 

The first ero S'COUl1 try W.15 n il MJrch '5 to Llelnducino. 
Laler Ihd\ Illonlh we fl ew d Cil nl p r.1r1lall i rom fh e 
\ 'Ves lern Tourist I1nard ..I nc! J I'e'porter !rulll l<<1dio 
S hr()p~ hir(' , who \Vd~ more interested in the swish ot 
gliders than th e sounds Irnm Ihe bunkhouse. Wherl' .1[e 
the irndgin~lti (H'5 ()( th(!!o) l;; p('op lp? Ann Parry organ ised 

the annual dinn"r at The [-(';1Ih('( in Ludlow, ",hme 
tlwre Wll S someth ing much better th;::tn 1l1u~ ic: elll 

('nlhralling ,1 nd nwmorable 1"lk by Ann Welch. 
Roland Baile), 

Needwood Forest (Cross Hayes) 
TH E. first week in lV1.ll)' Sll W us runn ing J !lyi ng week just 

for prl.-sol()/pre- ll r()nLl' pilots, wilh J11 in,lrliCtor to 
pupil r;"ltio of 1:4, indiv idu,;"jl attpntion \-\-,.:15 gU<lr';lIlteed. 

Thl' course was buoked up w(,11 in adv.::mcc and a "SC'ric$ 
of classroom • si ons Ml lored spccific.1 l1 y 10 Ihe group 
were pr(>p red <l nd d~ liverr,rl. ImproVf'men s 10 the sile 
have n.1b l rillS lC> ,<!Sume " lu ll sca le" flyill,' weeks (',)r

lier compdred wi lh 1<151 yecl i- At III l im ()( wriling 
'April 16) we h:lv(' se'n ,1 good numh" r ol length\, 
ilights hut unfortunately no eros-countr ies lor the club 

ladder yet. mo t importantly our Ired.lUrer is vcry hdpPY 
al Ihe in ' redSC in lhe numb 'r of IJUIKh 5 this year. Th" 
annu;}1 dinner is pkmned (or ~l new venue thi s year and 

we have a humper number oi II kel, " ,id with d coup le 
of w eeks still to go . The IJI'e5t.'ntation of ;l\v...lrtb w ill tak 

plclce dUflnf\ lhe evening . We h!lve l!ook'd Ihg iinesl 
we,llher ior our Iwo flyi ng ,wp!<s il l Ihe '11(1 of Mn\, Jnci 
end 01 Jul y >1nU dn ti cip.lIe fl ying tn match . Our dnve ior 
rH! W members 15 proccedll1 1 We'll: \vel COn1(' to y(J u d ll~ 
Andy Chapman 

Nene Valley (Upwood) 
THE club fleel is re.aC~1 for the IIC'W S(;!il<;on .)'5 are. tno~1 

01 th pri\';tl l:! dirt.rall. The site llllprOVl'me nl S seem to 
hove slowed down J bil wilh the coming of b lIer 
Wf'.1thcr. One oi our members visi led M inden in Ihe uS 
and dimhecl to 16,SOOft 10 gai n his Diamond he'ght. 
The ame member C11l1p lel€'cl the firs l u oss-rountry 
from Upwood in eJrly April. Th ol1 ly n nl.1l ion Ihe 
resl of us ha\lt' is Ihat he seems inc..1pablc of fl ying 
slraight Jnd I v I; at the t'!l ei 01 most fly ing ddyS W _ ~e<' 

uur poor o ld K-7 in somp slra nge dlt ilude, O lher 
members havc ta ken Ihe opponun il v over Ihe w inler to 
complele thei r Bronze In pI' pMill!un for $, mpling 50m(' 
cross-country fly iog_Trac)' "·leL'Ch (K-6) aLhieved Silver 
h ight anrl F'1lul Daley (K-8l Silver distance hy mid
Apri l. 11,(, Sedbergh is rlgg€'cl and, unce th north
. " SI fly winds mod ra le, i ~ renrly to d"'l1lonst(ate the 
plea ur 5 oi Op n cockp it ilyi ng 10 those 111 mbers who 
thuughl that gliders were mad ' only from pldstic trees. 
Ou r cumpetilive pilol ar' intent on r erfQm1ing we ll in 
Ihe ln1er-club Lague Jnd the AngliJ Cup and booki ngs 
;ue slowly comi ng in fur ollr Frida, ev · ning Tri al L - on 
fligh . Ta.k \V~k Ihis y ' , r is lul l' 27 10 Aug 4 and op 'n 

Day on june 25. 
John Bennett 

Norfolk (Tibenham) 
HAVING carefullv ' I" ad Ihe rumour tha i ,pring ,lI1rl 
summer mi ght just he nn the \.\,<1\" John Kinley once 

ana in organISed Ihe Qrmual work weekend al Tibenhilm. 
After much cle.l11ing, de,1ring, repiliri ng .1I1e1 drinking 
tilt' ,nul" prov ided, Inhn was able 10 record that ;)11 johs 
were. done. wi th th~nks , (e:ld)' w(' hope for d goud S()(l r

ing ';:leas n. Also r ',[luy is our seco lld Ast ir, which was 

huught irom Germany and w ill no doubl be pOflu lar 
w ith asp iring pundils . Ray Harl is relinqu ;,hinlj hi, 
()fiicf' ,1< r FI Ihis sumnwr .Iiler his "",1f-.-IllolIl'd, produc
l ive, if somewhal , tressfulthrce ye:us, I() concentrale 
more (')[1 his cro;;s, -cuunlry tl nd competition flying. 

Civen the ':'lmoun t oi 5ilvl' rw<lrp hI.:' c,trrit,u away ilt this 

year's ,nnudl dinner, Ihis bodes ill iur his rivJ I' :1t NGe. 
Ray wi ll lop sucLl'ededl1\' his de!"ut v. David Mu mu, 
with A11dy Virlion laking ovpr avid 's pmt. W w ish 
Ihem well in Iheir new rol es. OUf C)ciCl Scheme, 'land > 
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JAXIDA - condensation-free 
1

ALL EATHER COVERS 
For gliders and motor aircraft 
* Keeps your aircraft clean and dry 


even when left outside in the rain 


;~:;~~:~ng action in ~e wind *,:,~-::a::848. Pat. No. 93 00 546 f:, 
Verner Jaksland, Strandmslleve, 144, DK·4300 Holblek • Tel. + 45 59440725 • Fax: + 45 59440609 


E-mail: jax.ida@/axidadk • Internet: www.jaxida.com 

: 

I __ ___ _ __ ___ ___________ • ___ __ ____ ______ ______ ___ _ __ _____ __ __ ____ __ • __ ___ • _____ __ ______ __ _ :L . __________ _ ________ _____ __ _______ _ • _____ __ •. _ __ ___ __ • 

IdealIdeal Gliding Club 
PC-FlighfLogPC-Manager 

botr (jUde-: Pi/(J(.J 
MembershIp • Club/Membersllnstructors Flight l og The most comprehensive, user frlendly 

Accounting • Duty Rota • Flight Bookloss • COUrsH and affordable PC based flight log.
Correspondence • eMail • Point of Sale . Flight Currencies SpedllUy desllned for glider pilots. 
Flight Costs • Remote Enquiries . Comprehensive Statistlcs A 'must' for Instructorsl 

£ 17.00 + VATEntirely modular. Easily upgradablel 
Download your""" tri.1 copy at 

Pric..s start.t £ 585.00 + VAT _w.IDEALmlcrosyshlm5.com 

Ideal Mlcrosystems Umned 
Contact us on (0181) 488 1177 1482 8348 or visit www.IDEALmlcrosystems.com 

'i NORTH YORKSHIRE SAILPLANES fJjji'i51 
,I·www.nysailplanes.co.uk ~ 

FULL R~PAIR SERVICES IN: 

.GLASS I CARBON I KEVLAR I WOOD I METAL 
C_:,o' A renewals, modifications, tailwhee/s, 

maintenance, instrument panels, 
' tIJ!(~g!ets, etc., etc. 

' TEL: 01845 :57,7341 'MOBILE:'07711 889 245 FAX: 01845 577646 
. Unit 'M, Alanbrooke'. lndusbial :Park; TopcliHe, Thlrsk, North Yorkshire Y07 3SE 

.' ..' 
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Oxfordshire Sportflying Club 
The Premier 

Motor-gliding School 
.. Intensive Courses. or by the hour for 

Self launching Motor Glider PPL 

.. Bronze C Cross Country Endorsement and 
field landing Checks 

* BGA SLMG Instructor Courses 

* Convert your Bronze/Silver badge to a 
Self·launchlng Motor-Glider PPL 

* Ab initio training -~-

For details call on 01608 677208 
Open seven days a week 

www.enstoneaerodrome.co.uk 

There 
to 

meet 
your 

needs 

Ready 
Steady 

Go 

WWW.SVSp.co.uk 
Workshop Tel or Fax 01452 141 463 

Home 01453 544107 Mobile 011160 542 028 
Passage Road. Arlingham. Glos. 

GL2 7JR 

-.S;t«:>r-; 

"Clothing designed for pilots by a pilot" 
CHART POCKET 
BODYWARMER 
ABRASION-RESISTANT 
PEACHED POLYAMIDE 
OUTER; POLARTEC LINED; 
LIGHTWEIGHT AND 
COMFORTABLE; TWO-WAY 
ZIP; UPSTAND COlLAH; 
PENCil POCKErS; SIDE 
HAND POCKETS; INTERNAL 
ZIPPED POCKEr 

UNIQUE "SECOND SKIN" TO STORE CHARTS OR GPS 

£59 (+ f3 p&p) 


STORMBYRD PILOTS CLOTHING 

PO Box 5936, Ingatestone Essex CM4 9FF 

Phone 07050 175203 
www.5tormbyrd,cnm 

Sailplane & Gliding 

www.5tormbyrd,cnm
http:WWW.SVSp.co.uk
http:I�www.nysailplanes.co.uk
http:www.IDEALmlcrosystems.com
http:w.IDEALmlcrosyshlm5.com
http:www.jaxida.com
mailto:jax.ida@/axidadk


Club news 

:-- in lanuary 2002 under the lead rship of Phil lip Burton, 

has now allrdctl'd a iull complement of 16 you ng 
people with more on the waiting li st. So iar, two c.1ciels, 
Idmic Leeder and f\dJm Chapman, have o loed with 

high hopes of more to com e early Ihis summer. The 
cnthll si,lsm and commilment oi thE' member> oi th ' 
group i iirst c la ss. An addod bonus for the senior c iti · 

zens who ily on W (lilPsday is, of coursc', that when 
,ll l\' oi the t adets fly on our dilY, the av rage age of 

those presen t can con]> clown to as low as 65 . Cadet 
Festiv,,1 is pr sently be ing J.llanned dnd w il l take p la(:o at 

Tihc'nh,lm over d th ree·dil )' period at the end of 
Uctober. We hope to be ab le to offer a va riety oi ilying 
dnd other activit ies to a w ide r"nge oi ( <ld t, from as 
many cluhs .5 possib le. 

Alan Harber 

North Wales (LlantisiliO) 
LI FE is looking up out here in the top left ·hand corner of 

W,lles. We <He " arting to real ls 'what 'tunning Jand 
iniuriating) plae mountain si tes can be, bogged in 

compl etel y ur si lling therE: in soaring perfection. We 
sepm to get the lot t one ti me or another, w,we, ridge 
and therma l. Whoopee! Our tfil ining week in Apri l went 
down very well, with pub lici ty oiiicer Brian Portlock 

i i na ll ~ going so lo nd then topping il ofi " week I, ter 
with ,1 Bronze half·hour fl ight. Some peop le gel a ll the 
right conditions idr flying. (His beer bi ll has ri, en 

slwply,) VIe, new ch<1 irmiln, still to go solo, gilined a lot 

1rol11 the week and even hil d the bung pulled J coup le 
01 time by th e bloke in the back. I th ink they c~ 1I i t 
progres, ! M ust try harder so tha t the e FI wi ll I t me near 
nw Skylark 4, which is wa iting pat ientl y in its tra iler. The 

y<w's silverwa re IVa han ded OUl at the AGM , w here 
young Jl ilot Neil l-l ughes took improver o f the year Jnd 

Dad, Dave, not to be outdone, got the perseverance 
,1\\,;1rd. M ike Carlin and John F, ri el' took the long<..'St 

ilight in a dual fiort. Height record for the site SLl far 
goes to Ken Payne, w ho has m,lIlaged 9,00011 in one of 
our K·gs. e\.! , w ho needs a hut hip! Thi s was done in 

our I",t season w hen w e only had a jew months on site 
due to you·know.wh,lt. Now we are having our first ful l 

season at Lldnc.iegla and ther .. Jre pi nty who want to 
heal Ihat ant:. 
David Troller 

Oxford (RAF Weston on the Green) 
THE eiiorls of J mult itude of mateluts iina ll v bore frui t 


as the recovered K-11" rolled out horll y aft r Easter. 

The ,hiny fu selage is now pJ intl'd in J very n i ., magno· 


lia to offs t the deep rc'd oi th e w ings, with grey detail· 

ing in the c ckpit Both Stuart Otterhurn ,md Stev 

McCurdy completed J 111 course nd arc now showing 


keen mcmb ' of th e J.lublic \Vh, t a wonderiul e'I'('ri . 

f'nce gl idl no is. 


Steve McCurdy 


Peterborough & Spalding (Crowland) 
THE annuJI dinner dance in March provided a much· 
nl'Pcied re union oi fami liar face after thl' d ismal w ill t r. 

South London Gliding Centre '5 motorglider at its home 
base of Kenley 
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Inter· Varsity co·operation began in December last year with the first of several joint training weeks organised by 
Oxford Uni GC and Cambridge students. Oxford scored four solos but Cambridge did betler, apparently, at pool. 
The course participants are seen at the RAFGSA Centre, Bicester, where the first week was held 

Prizes awarded \vcrc: The Glen \tVi lli ~lmson M emoriill 
Trophy to Ri chard Thornley; Th e Club Ladder Shield and 

CFI's Cup to Robert Theil; The Lildder Kunner,ur to 
Lauric ClJrkl'; The Club Cross·country Ladder was 
orga nised and won by l im Crowhurst. Th e Wooden 

Spoon WJS presented tu Les Kigby for a memorable 
Basic Instructional lesson i omplete with amusing 

expleti ve.) heard by all, over the ai rwilvCS. Finally. a 
specia l MemoriJI Trophy - " Loi s's N ight Cap" - in mCIll~ 
or)' oi a previous d ub member ana very colourfu l char 
,K le f, \\'J'\ awarded t.o DJve Crol,ovhurst ior his 
I'ro lunged eiiorts to provide" fu el pump io r the bowser. 
Congratulation s for further achievcl1l nts go to Robert 

Theil for wm fJl cting his Bronz':' with Cross·Country 

Endorsem nt Jnd gaining liver height on the first good 
snaring day of Ihe season. Al so congratu lations to M ick 
Burri dge and Gerry Pybus for ach iev ing th ei r Basi c 

Instructor Rating; Gerry hilS also ~dded " TMC rati ng to 
hi s PPL and has recently soloed as 11 tug pilo t. In the 

near future ( rowland and UfJwood are to hJve 
'exchange' v isits in order that we m"y have w inch and 

Upwood aerotow xperience; \Ve at Cro\VI;:lI1d hope that 
thi will be th e start o f many more inter· lub exchanges. 

An eager grour of 12 members are to v is it Talgarth in 
lale May. The nexl impo rtant e1at('s on the agenda arc 
the Intcr·cl ub League w eekend 'lild our ,1nnual Open 
Day on Sunday, june 23; we look forw,ud to welcoming 

friends o ld and new. Vi si ting pilots please note that our 
rauio frequen y is now 129.975,\<lhz - we will be 

rl eJsed to see "nd hear you . 
Joan Pybus 

Portsmouth Naval (Lee on Solent) 
SO!\RABLE ski es returned to the South Coast, with Jerry 
Lef' fl y ing tl1<" second longest flight out oi Lee ever. 

Unfortunately th lure of beer was too great and he 
landed by the pub nex t to th r CFI' house. Total uistance 

498 . gkm ~ Mark Huld,'n ga in 'cl his Sil ver, Jay Stewa rt got 
hi s first Bronze leg and j erry and H enry Freehorn 
became Ass Cats. Is youth taking over! 

Henry is our youngpst-t'vcr instructor ell 15 (he.: rcckon~ 
he's 1 'J ) ,lncl thc trophy ior most improwd pi lot wcnt to 
S,1m Ilcpburn for achi eving solo stJndard within a year. 

It ' jll I a ~hcl ll1 (;;, he will have Iu wdit fi ve yCil r"i to his 
16th birt hdJ)·. 

Pele Smilh 

Scottish (Portmoak) 
WE'RE just I)etling over tht' slorm damage! (t he n 'w rooi 
lea ked al th e hegi nn ing oi April! ). Our Edster visitors 
have now gone and are soon to be replaced by others 
during the summer.;\ usual WC' are hosting th E' RAr 

with th ir six·drum winch for the summer ATe cour"". 
The B ,A's H arry Middleton and ,orc.ion Pledger attend· 

ed our annual Information M pet.ing in M arch. By th~ 
time you read Ihis, we will have had our 64th A ,/1.1. 

Thanks 10 Jim Prov"n and A li scla ir St IVil rt, who dre 
5t J.lJ.l ing duwn irom the Board . The club website will 

soon be hosted by Bob Adamson; thanks to olin 
Hamilton for looking aft r it for the last four years. 
TI,anks also to N eil Irv ing felf hi s previous contri butions 

to Club ews. www..COllishglidingcenl~ .eo. uk 
Ian Easson 

Shalbourne Soaring Society (Rivar Hill) 
HINTS of glorious weather to come have had uS busy 

prep,1ring for the season ahead. In antic ipation of 
finding the colos il l thermals that re in"ariJbl ), located 

in Class 0 ai rspace"; we have spenl Tu esday evenings 
practi sing for our rac.iio telephony licence , 50 that IVe 
can get at them. M any thank to Co lin Baine., w ho ran 

a tremendous course, and to Chr is Marren of Upavon, 
who J.lut us through our paces for th exams. VVe navC'.' 

also beC'n puzzling our brai ns w ith Bron ;<;e eoniu ers on 
a Wednesch y evening. Our trusty instru ctCl rs are giving 

up their fr tilllC', "nd tea and Glkes, with th e ai m oi 
gelling us to understand gliding theory. W e have 
enjoyed a u ll rounel oi Bronze lectures and Me gratefu l 

to the many people who hdv€ ' g iven up their relaxing 
Wedn day evenings to explain all the tricky bi ts. Apri l 

h ~l S also seen our .s ond u ial aerOlowing weekenc.i. We 
are allowed to run just a f , ,, dat(-lS PJch year, w hether 
actuall y flyable or not. to detC'rm ine w hether we ar il 

no isy nuis"nce to local v illagers or wheth er we arc 
r ~pons ible enthusiasts trying to <'nri ch the opportuni ties 
for our sport in an nvi ronmen tal l y~ on5 ious \VilY 

The Pawnee tu g was vcry quiet anc.i we had over 
AD launches on a brill iant Saturda)'. Sunday saw our 

Instructors' Fun Day, w hen w e WN e il lso p leased to 
wel come Tappa, our Senior Reg iona l ( xaminer, who 
reckl es Iy risked hi s uwn hea llh and can now wear his 

" I surv ived the Roundout Butt 1''' T-shirt. 
Wendy Coome 

Shenington (Shenington) 
ANDY Moore and Pau l Du flY hdve fin ished thei r Bronze 
SMlgPI, wh il st TIm Parker has cLlmpleted Silver with a 

duration fl ight. ur bi g news is that Turweston GC 

has recently lJeen incorporated illto Shen ington G(, gi v. 
ing us a welcome influx of enthusia tic memhers and 
ex ell Il t kit. The Turweston members brought wi th 

them a Skylaunch w inch , va rious ground vchi d es and 
two gliders - it 's j ust a rumour that w e're work ing up to 

a K·8 io r every member l f\t our ,1Ilnual d inner, prizes 

were aw" rded to Gary Bri gh tman, John Whiling, Paul 
Du ffy, Trish Langlands. Graham Ba;nbro<)k and Koger 
Anelrew, dnd Jon Sherman. t\t our AGM. Eln ine 
Crow der, Jan jervi s and Keith ""archant stood down 

- thanks for all th ei r h,lI'(:i work C>v ' r the years. Our 
new cha irman is j ohn Vella Grech, anei th e committee 

welcom<!s Graham Bambrook, Barry Ellis and ShJun 
Baclby (our new social secretary). We're once il ga in 
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Club news 

~ 	operat ing intensive co urses rni dwGl"":k under the expert 

instruc tion oi Lu Kennington Jnd Steve Codd - hookings 
(I re ~llready very good. vVe are also busy <1t \ovcckends, 
with iu tu re ,~ven ts includ ing a "Bring a MJt(' Day" , in 
m rl )' '''1,lY, and Fly-I ns ior th ' 13 ,,'gll' Pup Club (Ju ly 6-7) 
,md the BMP/\ (Ju ly 27-2/l th l, as we ll as the usual Inter
cl ub Jctivity. Vis itor; welcome as always - fJleas~ ca ll 
the. ofii cc in Jdva nce if }'OU wish 10 COn1(' m id\V(~e k. 

Keep up v>.,ith uur npws at Ww\.v.gliding~ c1ub. co.uk 

Tess Whiting 

Southdown (Parham) 
NEVADA USA conjures up images oi gambl ing cas inos 
and w ild, wild women but th e Southrlown cont ingent 
harl th "'ir sights sPt On higher thi ngs. The Giant Monster 
wave at Minden was the nlc.lin att racti on th at enabled 
Ph il Kirk to complet his D iamonrl Badge. Daryl 
OTlannagan Jnd Dick Thirki ll ga ined Diamond heights, 
wh ile Ton)' ChJlloner, in doing the same, obtained an 
unofficial record with a "notch" of 1 tl,()OOit. Mo D,wi s, 
alreilrly qUJlii ied, revi sited the cele.5ti al reil lms il long 
with the rest. Back at Southdow n, a fJro longed period oi 
dry wea ther, accompanied by a strong north-easterl y 
breeztl, broughl out the winch and some tenta tive 
hill-soaring pi lols. Dick D ixon I d thE way wi th a iive
hour fl ight wh ile fainter hearls kept w ith in range of Ihe 
airfi eld. Eventually the res t of lJ5 r 'di"'()ver 'd the joys oi 
w inchi ng Jnd our W inchma('stro Mel I o lm French 
demonstrated the aim,) t-forgotten a rt of " kiting" the 
glider. Despi te an increasing level of hangar rash and 
unnecess{] ry rTlioor ddmage (")n the. field, our engineering 

an rl mai ntenance cre\'\" sti li manage to keep the il l'el 
operationil l. W ithout them, our fly ing would be limited 
to the virtual rea lity kind on th e dubhouse computer. 
So, to Ron K in~ imel his boys, many thanks. 
Peter Holloway 

South London (Kenley) 
ANOTHER winter has passed andlhere', a new soaring 
season to look forward to . Whilt seems to have becomE! 
a regular trip to J. ca, in Spain, has been and gone, 
Sil ver height ci il ims were made by Phili p Sk inner, Mark 
Corra nce, Ben Walk ins and Brendan O' llrien, not to 
ment ion th e cemen ting oi Anglo-French-Spilnish reb
tions (cou, esy of one San M iguel , whoever he m,,), be). 
Our annual chari ty da fl y-in ,lid of Marie Curie i on 
May 6 and WI" look forward to be,lling last year's total. 
Plans have been discussed wi th a view to replacing 
at least one of our trusty K-7s w ith something sh in)' 
and a v 'ry po, itiv" atmosphere prevails - it's go ing to 
be a good yC<l r~ 

Alan Seear 

South Wales (Usk) 
W E are delighted to report anoth er wi nter when our 
fie ld rema ined rl ry enough to i ly throu ' hout. as a result 
of improved dril inage and the absence oi ravaging 
sheep. "v1embcrship remains high and the social side of 
the club is flarticularly strong w ith Easter gg hunts, 
qui z nigh IS and our famed barbecues, imrroved 
recentl y bv th e introductioll oi a herb garden, The annu
al d inner W;)$ J great s u cce~5 t:lrld trophies w ere award

ed to Just in Fi tzgerJ ld, Hugh RattrdY, Andrew Jdmes, 1,1 11 

Kennedy and Tony Parker. Many thanks to D,lVC! Jeiirie 
for hi s work as ch(li rman , ;lncl 10 Peter Fmn ce. fur stand 

ing in as interi m , hil imlan. L.oui s Chicot has joi ned the 
committee, after sever;d years away from gliding. 
Congratul ati ons 10 Enw CasoJgr,'nde on i1ying his i irst 
300km. 
Maureen Weaver 

Staffordshire (Seighford) 
THE rec ' nt spell of good w eil ther il ndmid-week soaring 
opportunit ies has led to J Significant increase in our 

launch rate. Mid ,".pril saw John M CLaughlin (DG-400) 
take Ihe Early 8ird Trophy w ith a 100km - m,lny other 
members have enjoyed shorter cruss-c"'u ntry flights and 
loca! sO~Hing. CongrZltul atiQns to D,:w id Bray w ho went 

solo just bciorc Easter. I,Jn Tay lor now h.1 ' his BI Rating. 
Th ank" to ChriS Junes ior his continued ciiorts on th I'R 
front. The n -xt event i, tlw d isplay in Stafford Market 
Square I/\prrl 27i ~ h ea rl of the iOrlhcom ing Open Da)'s 
(May:; and (,i . The i ic ld is in goud condition, ilnrl is still 
improving due to the con tinued d iorts oi th e members. 
rrA (K-13) h,lS returned irom C oi 1\ look ing rI,lmll iillC', 
and the ground cquipm"'nt cOlltinue, to be in top share 
- thanks to all concern ed for thei r h"rd WOrk. Th e tug 
conl inues to be il usdul a>sct to the cl ub - people ,lee 

now asking the questi oll " however did we mana.ge wi th
out one?" Thp cont i n u(-~d progr(\mmc of instructor tra in

ing is sUIl ongoing, w ith ;\ BI course being he ld dt 

Seighford in April . n,e end oi April will sec the start of a 
iour-week RIT course ior nwmbe,.,. 
Paul (Barney) Crump 

Lasham visitors to Ulster GC were met by a Mayoral 
reception: (from L) Mervyn Saunders; Limavady Lord 
Mayor Dessie LOWry and Ron Lapsley UGC Treasurer 

Stratford on Avon (Snitterfield) 
'ONGRf\TUlf\TIONS to Bi rmingham University GC's 

Matthew O w en on his fir t so lo and to Rachel Brewin 
for re-soloi ng in a K-21 .1 t Portmo" k on a week's 
universit ), glid ing holiday in pril. Mark Laver had over 
four hours in the Jun ior. 
Harry Williams 

Strathclyde (Strathaven) 
AS we return to ' 8.-G <lit ' r a long break, we hdw 
scheduled our annua l Open Day for Saturday, June 8, 

which will coincide w ith Strathaven's ,ala Festival, \\'ith 
t.ri al fl ights JVil il ilb le from 11 .00hrs. We recently had 
our fi rs t fly ing day 0 1 the season in glorious 
sunshi fl(':' - Jite r months of rain , our J1lenlbcr~' efiorts 
and a new dr;l inage system iinall y saw the iield recover
ing. Work being carr ied out on the fleet is nearing 
completion, wi th our st'Cond sillgle-seat r abou t to 
come back on line iollowing r pair, or further det:l i ls 
p lease visi t: wIVw.str.1thclyrlegliding lub.co.uk 
Scut! Neilson 

Surrey and Hants (Lasham) 
THE lat"st add ition to the Surrey ,uld IIant5 fleet, our 
thi rd rob 102, came on -l ine in ,,,tarch :ulCl is ,llre.1(.I), 
provi ng popu lar; she' ll get an 511 IlL,,"ber in rlue cuurse 
but for nOw is JZY. !\s thi s is w ritte'n (ea rly April) '1'0 

hav0 al ready had several davs when ,l li 12 gli ders have 
be!'n fly ing - a good omen, it is hoped . I'Ve set th ", AGM 
ior Easler Salurday, 4.00plll - Or 6.00pm if it turned out 
to be :J >oilring day, to let everyone get b"ck. 'vVith so 
many land-outs, at S.OOfJlll we were lOSing our quorum 
to retri eves taster than w e wert' gett ing peop l c:-~ hack 
from flying ! Eventllall y, a good mf'eti ng w,lS held, hear
ing encouraging reports from Ch,lirillan (Acling) 
(he insists! ) Graham Garn ett, amongst others. Col in 
Ilunt wOn the Duk infie ld -Jones Trophy ior the ii rst 
.HlOkm cl,l im oi 200 1. David M ,1S50n is organ ising 

I ' " ms for the southern Inter·club Leclglle, this year 
toking th e iorm of two four-day meet.s. 
Graham Prophet 

The Soaring Centre 
(Husbands Bosworth) 
CONGRATULATIONS tu Ric;hilrd (llackmore, who flew 
his 750km in AlISlrilli J ov r th e winter, Tony Linlott, 
who has complet.ed his nronm, cl nrl Simon Ramsa)" 
who il e\V his Sil ver distance, Mike Jordy and Basil 
Fa irston completerl the first 100km and 300km iIIgl* 
of th e year in April. Following the cluh AGo'"t, new 
committee. members include Tom Gurton and LOll 
Glover; Rob Brown, who is now trea5ur""; ;lIld Toby 
W right, who was el ted ~ecreta r)'. We have an 
derobatic instructor, who is t adl ing glider aerobati cs 
each Tuesday eveni ng. ThE' Inwr-cIub L(~dgU i~ nee 
again under way w ith the first leg held at Ilu [>0, in 
May. Tht' Tuesda)" Wedn sday ,lnU Thursday even ing 
course have ~ artcd dgai n now s.ummer i her . Wf2 ar 

hold ing a llib tlYlng week during lhc first week in Junc, 
We a lso have a new IJac to f and mower, so xpect 10 15 

of very neat grass ! /I new hall nge for tn,., club is i" 
work with the ExtraCarc ChJri to1ble 'l ru t 10 provid 
gl ider flights for elderly people In the M idlands region . 
Siobhan Hindley 

Trent Valley (Kirton-in-Lindsey) 
Til E n w suaring season is upon uS wi th the fir t ero 
country falling to Steve Wrlkrnson; Paul I\uck has a 
Cross-Countr), Enciorspment and Pau l Uauban), has :l 

Bronze Badge, Th" cl ub fleet is hdck to iu ll strength 
\\'i th the return oi the ASlir ,lnd the J.ddition of a K- 6 K. 
Barry Pr idgeon i the IlP W o\-vner of;)n AS\V 15. Kd Y 

Pdrki n and Steve Wil kinson jom the committee ,15 il 
result of the AGM. W e now have mains electriCity, 
whi ch is very ill um inating, but on the dark<'r side we 
hcwe suiiered another hreJk-i n. 
lohn Kitchen 

Ulster (Bellarena) 
EXCELLE, T fly ing cond itiOns in March helper! ki ck oi i 
the ed_on ear ly Jnd yielded 'O lll<~ 70 hours ily ing from 
60 Iclunches fo r our visi tors from LashJm and en, bl erl 
J W oodcock to get his Si lver duration. The week ended 
w ith a special funLl i"n for the group, ho ted hI' the 
Mo)'or oi Limavady 130rough Counci l, wh n M ervyn 
5aunder accepted on b('h"li oj La,h,lrn G . a p laque 
of the Lirnavatiy C{J«t oi dims. Jay r'Jethercutt returned 
exubcrilnl irom his five-da), truk to Ihe Hinl<d" y;" and 
" cent to th summi t oi Mount Ki limanjcHo, havi ng 
ra ised over 15,000 in sponsorshir irom members and 
friends fo r children's charit ies. In a successful break with 
tr,lrl i tion, the club's annual iuncti on was held at the end 
oi Easter fly ing w eek in the Shanvey bar close to the ~i tP 

and co incided w ith a parti cular cel bration ior Richard 
Charl esson, w ho chose the da to atta in his Silver height 
(7, OOOft Ifl wave). The di;;tribul1on oi aw,Jr(is iDr till' year, 
wh ilst rcstri cterJ due to foot-and-mouth, did not detract 
from the achievcrm'n t of Ihe recipienL>: Maurice Evans, 
the FSI' Alarms Trophy; lUll Weston, Height ilnd 
Distance Troph)'; Ron L lpsely, The Robin Snow Plate; 
<l nd Harry H,mn", the Mackie-Metca lfe Trophy. 
Seamus Doran 

Vale of White Horse (Sandhill Farm) 
\<\lE have no\\' begun to make enthusidStic use oi our 
Jeroto\\' i,leilit ics, courtesy ui l-1i nton-in-lhe-Hedges, 
and thi s h,l$ l.'nabled us to take advantage of sorn(' quite 
~ood sprrng weather. Our congr" tuldtion. go to Rich, rd 
Chapman, who was awarded the D.an Smith Memor ial 
Trophy for Ill(' Sportsman Class at th ' fa . ter ,wrobat ics 
competition at Dunstable, We illso congratulat(' lane 
N.,lSh , who h~lS been fi rst th is year to get Jround our 
loca l 1 Dakm - "Bob 's Tri il ngle" - Chievcl 'Y :lIld Oxford 
East, and Pau l Harri s, who has recentl y gone solo. As 
well J; our week nel dnci Bank Holiday operation the 
club is hold ing a tJsk week from lun 10- 14, dnd as 
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Obituaries 

illways visi tors frurn other c!ubs w ill be very welcome. 
Graham Turner 

Vectis (Bembridge) 
EASTER weekend was once il ga in the s!art d~lt t, (or 
vee's fl ying programme, with the C'xception of early 
lanuary for those souls who br,lVed the weather! As the 
ye,lr progressed, wet wCJther made th e grass unusdble 
and even rnovenH::'nt s onte) the ('onerel proved well 
nigh imposs ible. Annu;,1 inspecti ons for the tug and 
two-seaters then rul ed the day, hut the silver lining was 
that th e pntorced bre,) k enabled some much-needed 
work on the h ~nga r doors to be carrien oul (tracks, 
rioors, repainting and all things that needed many h,\Ilds 
to makc' light work). Th at compl"ted, ur at least into r a
sonoble shape until poor wea lher fo rces d Inl t in 
flying, m ' mb 'rs took a deserved br 'ak from DIY and 
flew JS o iten liS poss ib le. f\ f(.lw furtunate members 

dhre!::' tl ctudlly) nlCl ndged some successful soaring On the 
south ern si de of the globe I.and missed till' joy of some 
of Ihe DIY). We hope for good condi tions 0 members 
and visitors can enjoy gliding again. 
Peter Seago 

Weiland (Lyveden) 
,\T the March AGM Chris Curt is J "ci former ch~ i rm,H1 

'\1eyr! k lone'S were elected to Ih" comm itte . Me 'rick 
subsequently agreed to b chairman, proving Ihat (lO C" 

iJi tten is not always tw i 'e shy! Til ' ei\rI )' spring saw d 

good turnout at the 13ronze ,) nd erO s-eountry lectures, 
wi th J 100 pcr cent pa.ss ra te on the Bronze paper. 1\ 
bowling competition against ene Vall ey CC resulted in 
he,wv losses fnr tht' Wellann team, dnn can only be 
att ri buted to the [<l ct that we spend the winter reading 
sOi1l' ing manuals and pol ishing wings rather than lo iter
ing around le isure venues. Just wa it (or Fl y ing \Neek! 
lane Cooper 

Wolds (Pocklington) 
THE Jnnual trip to I'orlmoa k didn't bring a crop of 
IJ,)dgc fli ghts . al though most mcn)uPI'S had d good time. 
Graham Warlforth , who wants " nve-hou r fli ght, has had 
to make do with three four-anrl-a -hal f hour fli ghts so far. 
Apparently he sl ips into another ti melspac 
continuum aiter (our huurs, \Vh -re Earth time licks much 
more slowly - u" our sister planet Zog he has all three 
Diamonds. Congratu la tions tu Terry Winn and Simon 
~ arke r on Assistant Instructor r<l tings, bolh well 
deserved. The lIying for the n 'S:lblcd grou fl has arranged 
for Poll y Vacher to do J.n cv ning prcsentatinn ab ut her 

solo fli ght around the world, which should he 
enlert Cl in ing. Our Suptlcat win ch has now been taken 
oil for a complete rciurbishment, so it's ae rotow onl y at 
the moment. It will lll' b,1Ck in time for the nalion,,1 
competilion> that we arc, all looking forward to. 
Ged McCann 

Wrekin (RAF Cosford) 
TH E club has t;]ken del ivery of a two-seat lan us, which 
will upen up the opportunity for cross -country training 
during th e summer. Congratul ations to Ian JJckson and 
Ste",;) rt Duncan, who h;)ve both soloed. We Jrc louking 
forward to the task week at the end oi April and hope 
for good weathc' r. 
Sheila Russon 

York (Rufforth) 
TI-IE Faulkes Fl ving Foundation tFFF) DC·50S has been 
well recl'ived, and had it mainen UK fli ght at Rufiortll 
on Apri i lO on <l fine spring day. • Ve hope thi s is a 
portent oi il good soa ring season. The Falke 20aO motor
glider is away for refurbishment, and will come back 
with a new engine, recovered w ings and in FFF colours. 
The clubhousp is being repainted by Roy Inga01c1l s. The 
c luh continu" to ..lttract f1<:,: \V mcmIH::rs. and we wi ll be 
especi,)lly plea sed to host fl ying for many 1110re young 
people in the FFF aircraft. 
Mike Cohler 

Yorkshire (Sutton Bank) 
STRONC westerlies during lale February and March 
provided ex ellent ridge and wave soaring, much "prre
ciated by mem!),' r, ilnd (lur milny visitor- . Some weekl y 
cross-country courses in the summer months aim to 
build confiden c in I 55 experienced pilots and Jllow 
others to polish th ei r t~'Ch nique5. To iaciliti1te thi s, the 
instrument r anels in the luh 0 ,- 00 have been 
upgr<lcied w ith L-Nav and n w GPS, to complement thL' 
(ull blind fl ying panels. The club ha adel d a K·1 3 to 
our two K-21 s and DC-S OO, bridgi ng a gap until a 
D(;-1000 can be delivered. We are back to our full 
complement o( three lugs, th Cub having been 
refurbished following d minor accident. The annual 
dinner dance finall y took place on March 9; the foot
and-mouth epidemic limi led awards to height gain and 
the most-improved pilot. Th club apologises for any 
inconveni ' nee caused by computer fail ure resulting in 
the loss uf our e01dil connection and web site. 
Bryan Boyes 

BGA Badges 

Pilot Ctub (place of flight) Date 

Dtamond distance 
1-868 Edward Norman Bicester (McCaffery) 02/12/01 

1-869 Phyllis Neighbour Derby&Lancs (Benafla) 28/ t 2101 

Dtamond goat 
2-2808 Jim Riach Cairngorm (Benafla) 19/01 /02 

GOLD BADGE 
2212 Steve Turner Cambridge (Sulton Bk) 29/10101 

2213 Colin Stevens Borders 12/10/01 

2214 Gerald Engtish Surrey&Hants (Benalla) 07102/02 

2215 Peter Whitehouse Kent (Aboyne) 06/02102 

2216 James Riach 

Gold height 

Steve Turner 


Gareth Francis 


Joseph Westwood 

Brian Brown 


June - July 2002 

Cairngorm (Benalla) 19/01 102 

Cambndge (Sulton Bk) 29/10101 

Scottish GC 09/ tOiOt 

Staffs (Sulton Bank) 02117iO 1 

Borders 12101 /02 

Pilot Club (place of flight) Date 

George Emsden Lasham (Minden) 05/12/01 

Adrian Loening Scottish 16/09/01 

Colin Stevens Borders 12110/01 

Paul Ctarke Booker (A boyne) tl 11010t 

Peter Whitehouse Kent (Aboyne) 06/02102 

Gold distance 
Geratd English Surrey&Hants (Benatla) 07102102 

James Riach Cairngorm (Benalla) 19 /01102 

SILVER BADGE 
10990 Craig Dougall Anglia t4/11 /01 

10991 Mark Verden Cotswold 31 /10101 

10992 Kenneth Singer Derby & Lancs 05/03/02 

10993 Ian Marshall Booker 16/01 /02 

10994 Thomas Auch!erlonle Bath. Wilts & N Dorse! 10101/02 

Apologies to Stuart Naylor of Fulmar GC tor twice wrongly 

assigning him to another club in the last issue - Ed 

Gary Gene Buckner - RAFGSA Bicester 
BORN in Florid<, G,)fY Buc kn er (1958-2 002) 
arrived in the U K in the wake o f hi s father'S 
USAF career and started gliding with the Cold 
H arbour Farm T-2 1 outiit nea r l3anburv in the 
late 19705. H aving b een taken under Andy 
Gough's wing, he bo ught s h a re~ succeSSive ly in 
K-8 EED, Libelle 742 (ex-RAFGSA 16) and 
Pegasus 742 , all at RAF SA Bi cester. He had 
gained all three rJi amoncis in the UK by 1985 
(number 188). pi cked up a Full Rating and later 
completed 75 0km in a borrowed ASW 20L in 
Texas . The one in 25 5 milli o n co in cidence 
oc curred here, when a w o rk colleague casua lI y 
m ention ed that he had repaircd " sonle limey's 
sa ilpl ane" mo re th an 20 years carlie r, at Maria. 
It w as Can G reaves' RAFGSA Libe lle 16. Gary 
return ed to Ameri ca in 1989; in 1993 he took a 
job with Penske Racing, building and preparing 
GHS ior ra ce s. Rac ing at Phoenix on M arch 17, 
2002 was dedicated to him and, iittingly, Penske 
drivers took first and second. Gary, who col 
lapsed at w o rk o n M arch 8 and never regained 
con sc io usness, is survived by hi s first wife Linda, 
second w iie Lu cy, third w ife Kristen, sons Russe ll 
and Ryan, daughter M ega n dnd tather, Jam es. 
So long, Pard'ner. 
Ken Stephenson 

Tony Burton 
- Lasham then Black Mountains 
TALGARTH members w ere sa ddened to hear o f 
the death in April ot one of our most chari smati c 
pilots, Tony Burton (1934-2002 ). Tony started 
g liding in the late 19405 with the ATe and, after 
a lay-o il" until 1964, began in earnest at Lasham, 
oiten fl y ing with Derek Pi ggott. So loing that year, 
he di d his 300km the following o ne. H e came to 
Talgarth in 1981 . A holder of all three D iamonds, 
he did a huge amount o i cross-country. We 
always appreciated his almost boy ish enthusiasm 
for any thing to do with gliding - espec iall y if 
there w as even a hint o f w ave. To see Tony and 
his w ife Sylv ie (the hest crew a glider pilot could 
wish fo ri ) arrive in their Land Rover mid-morning 
W dS a sure sign that lenti culars were on the 
cards. As w e ll as holding the cl ub altitude record 
of 31 ,500ft and winning th e de Havilland trophy 
more than one ' , Tony was o ften able to sniff out 
w ave when most of us mortals w er stllck on the 
ridges. Hi s la t goal was to become the first pilot 
to do a 750klll out of W ales ... sadly, he never 
achi eved it. His e lec tro nics and so ftware skill s 
w ere put to good use through Dinosa ur 
Electronics and several pundits know all too well 
the exce llence o f hi s integr<:l ted flight computer 
designs. Our sincere condol ences go to Sylvi e 
and hi s so ns Darrvl and Chri s. 
Robbie Robertson 

Peter Neeves - RaUiesden 
PETER N eeves (1935 -2002 ) died unexpec tedl y 
irom a brain haemorrhage on March 3 1 at the 
age o f 66. He w as o ne of the found er members 
of the club and an exce llent glider Jnd power 
pilot. Peter w as one of those rare peopl e who 
combined a happy, fri endly dispos iti on with a 
multiplic it y of skills. The results of his dedica tion 
Jrc everywhere to b seen. The w ater supply, the 
dra inage, the to ile~ , w ashrooms, the hangars and 
the fabri c of the clubho use, Peter had a hand in 
them all. It is true to say that the splendid 
fac ilities that the m embers now enjoy at 
Rattlesden w o uld not b there without Pet ' r '5 
hard work . He will be sadly missecl by everyone, 
and w e ext >nd our symp<lthy to his wife 
and family. 
Humfrey Chamberlain 
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Safety 

Pete Stratten offers advice on 
things with wings - and engines 

S ELF-SUSTAINING sililplanes, also 
known as turbos, are here to stay. 
One manufacturer is about to produce 

a turbo vers ion of its 15-metre/ 18-metre 
sai lrlanes, and the majority of the sailplanes 
produced by another manufacturer are 
ordered complete w ith a self-launching or 
a self-sustaining eng ine. 

At the BGA con ference in February 2002, 
Tilo Holighaus presen ted a very interesting 
development history of turbos, commented 
on orerational aspects of the system and 
touched on some very aprropriate safety 
points. 

In th e light of recent Competition 
Handbook changes and the inevit<lbly of 
more pilots entering UK competitions in 
turbo-equipped sai lplanes, it's perhaps more 
likely now that pilots w ill be exposed to the 
few but significant potential pitfalls that can 
befa ll the unwary turbo pilot. 

With a well-charged engine battery, a 
practised pilot Ciln erect the engine on , say, 
a Ventus CT, ilccelerate to windmill start and 
then adopl a climb under power hav ing lost 
only c. 250ft. Sounds great, Jnd certainly 

beats sitting in a field as the sun goes down! 
If, however, the pilot is a bit stressed (and 
who isn't when scratching low down), he or 
she is more likely to mi ss one 01" the five 
actions necessary to get the engine go ing 
- and gliding around in sinking air with the 
non-rec iprocating hardware stickin g out into 
the airflow soon eats up th e available heigh t. 
As j( that weren 't enough, if the engine 
doesn't start, all of a sudden there's that now 
inevitable ilnd unplanned field land ing to 
deal with, and all of this with a significantly 
degraded glide '1I1gle that the pilot probably 
hasn 't had any practice with l Life ca n quickly 
become mai nly bad. 

It's not possible to eliminate the ri sk (other 
than by not flying) - we are humans after all 
- but like most si tuations in flying the risks 
ciln be much reduced by being awa re of the 
potential prob lems and by planning ahead. 
When getting down to the bottom of his 
cross-country therma I operati ng he1l1d but 
well before leav ing his comfort lone, any 
glider pil ot should have identifi ed some 
landing options - options to jail back on 
in the event of not getting <1way. The turbo 
pilot add iti ona ll y needs to factor in a bit of 
engine starting height to his options by 
addi ng a sensible margin to the point at 

where a conventional gl ider shou ld be 
committed to some kind of circuit. Start ing 
the process of getting the engine up and 
runnin g by about 1 ,000ft AGL is not a 
conservative way of orerating, and providi ng 
the engine start manoeuvre is flown in such 
a way that fa ilure to start will not rreclude a 
safe circuit into the field, life should b 
mainl y good. 

Of course, plummeting towards terra firma 
miles from home is probab ly not the idea l 
time to check w hether a rarely-run engine is 
going to start, so it qui ck airborne engine run 
before sett ing off on tJsk clearly makes sense 
and is probably a barograph-marking 
requirement in a competition or badge flight. 

So, to round up, a pre-task engine run , 
ricking a field before erecting your pylon, 
remJining pessimistic about achievi ng a 
smooth, minimum heigh t loss start Jnd 
occasionally practising a circu it to land ing 
with the engi ne up but not running are 
points worth co nSidering. It's also fairly 
import<l nl th at pilots don' t get into a mindset 
that field landings are someone Ise's 
problem - most field land ing ac idents are 
influenced by late fi eld sele ·tion and poor or 
non-existent planning. Th at is J trap eJsy to 
fall into, particularly so I""hen fl yi ng J turbo. 

Be careful with those open canopies - they can be very dangerous 

AS BGA Chairman David Roberts discovered on 
Easter Saturday (March 30) , glider canopies can 
really bite. He had parked his ASW20BL on the 
runway at Aston Down , when, deciding to take 
another launch, he put the wing dolly on and 
opened the rear-opening , forward-hinged canopy 
in order to pull the glider along the runway to the 
launchpoint. Something he has done "a thousand 
times before". He was pulling it from the front with 
his right hand over the edge of the cockpit at the 
nose, when suddenly the canopy closed. 
It wasn't windy but David suspects he hadn't 
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raised the canopy to the complete over-centre 
position and it was poised to close. gradually 
increasing the downward pressure on the gas 
strut that keeps it open. 

Anyway, without all the gory details, his 
fingers were in the way of the canopy at the "jaw" 
end as it slammed shut. He was taken to two 
hospitals in succession before being transferred 
the next morning to a specialist unit at Bristol. He 
is now without half his right index finger. 

David is now back in action, using the 
computer with his remaining fingers, but having 

taken an enforced sabbatical from playing 
the church organ! As he says, organ playing in 
summer did tend to get in the way of gliding ... 

From the safety aspect, clearly this is some
thing that could happen at many clubs , with 
canopies closing inadvertently. One option being 
looked at (by David at least) is fm such canopies 
to have a rigid stay in place when being moved. 
But as a very minimum clubs and individuals 
should be aware of the dangers of having hands 
in vulnerable places in relation to open canopies 
that may not stay open. 
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Accident/incident summaries 
by Dave Wright 

A good way to 

become a prat 


CHOOSE a day very soon after a long 

period of poor weather when you 

haven't flown for at least six weeks. 


All the others who have turned up eager to 
fly again will be the audience needed for full
blown prathood. Assume that after a quick 
check flight, with or without an expected 
simulated cable break, you are right up to 
speed. Try to take your solo flight when 
winch drivers have just changed and the new 
man, preferably relatively inexperienced, is 
doing his first launch of the day. If that turns 
out to be immediately after lunch when you 
are bloated from wolfing down your sand
wiches, so much the better. A full bladder 
will help. 

If possible pick a glider you haven't flown 
for some considerable time: if its your own, 
hang on to any worries about whether you 
checked the rigging properly, the rushed DI, 
or the unexplained rattle you heard last time. 
Keep chatting with whoever is waiting to see 
you off. Gossip about club politics, members' 
manners (ii any), last night's TV- anything 
but gliding. Best of all, arrange for someone 
to tell a long-winded joke. 

Your approach to the take-off drill is of 
great importance. As you mutter the magic 
words that keep you from harm, restrict 
them to your lips: do not let them penetrate 
to your mind. Mention eventualities but on 
no account try to visualise them or believe 
they could come about on this very flight. By 
all means glance at the windsock but do not 
let the image past the retina of the eye. As 
you lock the canopy, you should become 
aware you are not completely comfortable: 
straps should feel not quite tight enough or 
just too tight; the pedals should seem to be 
in a different slot from usual; something 
should be digging into your back ... Don't 
stop, though - there are many others waiting 
to fly. 

Take no notice of smears on the perspex 
directly in front of you until the joke teller 
shouts his punchline through the ventilation 
panel and immediately signals take up slack. 
Do not check the position of the instruments 
in this particular glider till it begins to move. 
Keep your hand away from the release. 

There - you have done your best to set the 
scene properly. A launch emergency cannot 
be guaranteed, of course, but you have given 
such a strong invitation that there is every 
chance of an overrun at the start, a cable 
break at critical height or best of all, per
haps, a gradual winch failure. 

When it comes you have one thing left to 
do. Dither. Prathood (at the very least) will 
then be yours. This will be confirmed by the 
friends - and others, including the CFI - who 
gather where you have come to earth. 
Congratulations and welcome. Phil Brett 

AIRCRAFT DATE PI LOT(S) 

Ref Type BGA No Damage Time Place Age Injury P1 Hours 


004 Nimbus 2B 2065 Minor 01-0CI-Ol Aboyne 49 None 601 

1312 

Having flown a circuil. Ihrough very rough condilions and heavy sink, Ihe pilol lurned in early 10 keep close 10 Ihe field bUI , 
misjudging the linallurn. had 10 sideslip 10 lose h ighl. He landed wilh drill on due 10 Ihe unslabllised linal approach and Ihe 
glider immedialely rOlaled rapidly and ran backwards all Ihe runway. 

005 K-13 4512 Minor 07-0cl-Ol Winlhorpe 57 None 873 
1400 59 None 12 

BOlh pi lois were aware of a lemporary pickel lence made 01 melal POSIS and rope wilh red and while lape. However, when Ihey 
decided 10 land across Ihe field Ihey lailed 10 nOlice a secl ion of Ihe fence ahead Ihal had no lape. By Ihe lime Ihey saw illhere 
was no lime 10 reacl belore Ihe poles broke Ihe canopy and punched holes in bOlh wings. 

006 DG-400 G-INCA Minor 14-0cl-Ol Portmoak 41 None 1985 
molorglider 1000 

The very experienced pilollook oft in a sell · launching molar glider in nil wind and from a wei grass runway. As Ihe aircraft did 
nol gel airborne belore his pre-delermined decision poinl he aborted Ihe lake-oft. The aircraft landed ahead inlo a bumpy area 
ollhe airlleld. which damaged Ihe undercarriage. 

007 Venlus BT 4400 Minor 17-0cl-Ol Nr Portmoak 49 None 880 
sell -suslainer 1200 

The pilol encountered heavy rain while returning to the airfield from a wave soaring flight. He ran the self-sustainer's eng'lne for 
aboul 10 minules Ihen relracled Ille angine and landed. A lurther lIighl was made bullhe engine nol used. Laler. during ColA 
inspeclion, Ihe propeller was found 10 be heavily abraded and damaged beyond repair. 

008 K·21 None -Nov-O l Incidenl Rpt 74 None 1850 
After normal pre-flight checks Ihe pilol lound Ihat he could nol open Ihe airbrakes on final approach. A long bul safe landing was 
made. Inspeclion showed Ihallhis was caused by a "local modification" 10 an approved modilication for disabled pi lots. A minor 
change in rear brake lever angle had allowed a bolt 10 loul on the cockpit wall. 

009 Robin G-BJUD Subslanlial 11 ·Nov-Ol Lasham 38 None 
DR400 Tug 1420 38 None 

The Robin tug was being flown lor pilot currency pracHce. Upon landing Ihe nose wheel shimmied Ihen collapsed causing dam
age 10 Ihe propeller and engine cowling. Examinalion showed a lailure ollhe weld around a brackel al lhe top of Ihe leg casing. 

010 K·13 3642 Subslanlial 03-Dec-Ol Lasham None 

During a dally inspeclion subslanlial damage was lound to the glider's lin. This was probably due 10 an unreported heavy landing . 

The CFI has emphasised the irnportance 01 reporting damage and advised his pi lOIS to check their aircraft belore every flight. 


011 Super Cub G-BJCI Minor 02-Dec-Ol Millield None 

Tug 1500 

While manoeuvring Ihe lug oul 01 the hangar Ihe slarboard wing struck the hangar door Irame damaging the wooden wing tip 01 
Ihe lormer. 

012 Ventus CM None Nov-O l Incident Rpt 42 None 
1600 

After landing the pi lot found he could not open the canopy. The inslrumenl coaming was not properly located on lis pins and Ihis 
allowed the canopy rim to hook under Ihe panel and stop it opening. The canopy was "ejecled" and lifted off by oulside helpers. 

013 Astir CS 4185 Minor 12-Dec-Ol Kirton Lindsey62 None 200 
1345 

During Ihe winch launch the speed became 100 high so the pilol signalled "100 last" and the canopy flew open. He pulled off the 
launch and made a safe landing. He remembered checking the canopy was locked but may have nol locked it properly or acci
dentally caught the lock wllh his arm when he removed his sunglas;;es just before launch. 

0 14 K-8 4693 Minor 12·Jan·02 Seighford 34 None 593 
1045 

The experienced pilol was making Ihe firstflighl of the day and left Ihe DV panel open 10 avoid Ihe canopy mlsllng. AI 40011 on 
the winch launch he signalled "100 last" and Ihe canopy lIew open and fell away from Ihe glider. Alter landing salely Ihe pilot 
considered Ihat in closing Ihe canopy at Ihe last moment il may nol have been fully lalched. 

015 SZD Puchacz3832 Minor 12-Dec-01 Shalbourne 68 None 102 
11 00 

The pilol winch launched to 18001llhrough a gap in the 6i8 cloud cover. NOI wanting 10 come back Ihrough Ihe same gap and 
meet another glider he circled al lirst Ihen descended Ihrough cloud to emerge 700ft above the ground. He chose a lield but 
landed crosswind and ran inlO the side hedge al about 5mph . breaking Ihe canopy. 

016 K-6E 1433 Subslantial 30-Dec-01 Keevil 19 None 51 
1400 

After joining the circuit and. seeing another glider ahead, the pilot extended the circuit 10 use up height and gill8 more lime for 
Ihe normal landing area to be cleared. Too late, Ihey realised Ihere was insufficienl helghl 10 reach the field and turned 10 make 
a liald I nding but dropped a wing in Ihe final turn and cart -wheeled in. 

017 K-8 45 12 Minor 08-Dec·01 Winlhorpe 60 None 25 
1300 

A Portakabin, which was normally lett on the runway edge, was positioned further in than normal. The pilot was aware of th is 
and had already flown a check lIighl thai day. However, after landing a little long. he misjudged his winglip clearance and broke 
aboul 1.5 melres off Ihe wing tip on the Portakabln. 

018 SZD Puchacz3630 Subslantial 01 -Dec-Ol Aboyne 40 Minor 850 
1222 29 None 5 

During a check flighl P2 was making a three-quarter s airbrake approach into Ihe sleady 15 kt wind. Speed was held at 60kls 
until it suddenly fell jusl before Ihe round-oul was starled. P2 could not lower Ihe nose because Ihey were 'too low and PI did 
not reacllasl enough to shullhe brakes . The landing was very heavy. injuring PI's back. 

019 K·8 2619 Subslanl ial 03-Feb-02 Kingsfield None 
1333 Cyprus 

The early solo pilot winch launched into promising conditions but found only weak thermals so entered the circuit. 
Dislracted by Ihoughts of his next flight he allowed the glider to gel 100 low before realising his error. He tried to land in \.. 
the undershoot area but was caught a wing on the ground which spun the glider around. ~ 
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COVERS FOR SAILPLANES 
Why be afraid of dust, rain, snow or ice? 
Protect your airplane with effective covers 
from Sweden. All covers are made of white 
waterproof web and UV protection. Double 
tread .Under side with condensation net. Easy 
to wash. I will send product and materials 
information if you wish. 

For more information contact 
lars-Erik Blom 


lax 46504-14927 e.mail confurn@telia.com 

<maiito:conlurn@telia .com> 

ConFurn Design AB SWEDEN 


Internet www.conlurn .se <hllp:/Iwww.conlurn.se/ 


T-HANGARS 
Built to any specification for 
all gliders and light aircraft 

For quality 
hanga rs 
delivered and 
erected ca ll Chris 

Tel: 01295 262424 
Fax: 01295 262422 
e-mail: chris.croukamp@btinternet.com 

Classifieds 

Please send the text of your advert , and your 

payment, to Debbie Carr at the BGA office (not to 

the editor) . 


Please remember that, if you are emailing text, 

your advert may not appear unless we have 

received payment by the deadline 


The deadline for classifieds to be included in 

the August·September 2002 issue of S&G is July 

1, after which any adverts received will be pub

lished in the following issue. 


Text: SOp/word, minimum twenty words (£16). 

Black and white photographs: £6 extra 

Box number: £3 extra. All prices include VAT. 


FOR SALE 

RADIO PROBLEMS? Call Allan Authorised UK 
repair centre for Microair. Other makes also 
supported. Avionics Support 07721 759749 

DG 400.1/4,1/3 or 112 shares available at Lasham 
from £7500 to £15000. L-Nav, LX400GPS. Cobra 
trailer with tow out gear. Mike Clarke 01256 
467400 or Bob Buick 01784 432577 

ASK13 BGA 1447. Good condition with CofA until 
spring 2003. Two complete instrument panels and 
tail wheel modification for easy ground handling. 
No trailer. All offers considered . View, by 
arrangement only, at Wrekin Gliding Club Cosio rd. 
Dave Woolf (h 01902 747798 w 01212561028 or 
dave.woolf@btinternet.com) or Tom Jurdison 
(01902722313) . 

PIK 20B. Low hours , acrylic paint finish . Full panel 
inc . Borgelt B50 Flight Director, T&S, radio, 
came ra's, barograph and Comp No. Waterproof 
Fibreglass trailer/ tow-out gear. Full CofA. Offers 
around £8500. No more time wasters. Tel Holroyd 
01482326666 (W) 01482 665861 (E) 

IS29D metal single seater with instruments, 
parachute and trailer. Constructed in 1973 with 
only 500 hours. Offers around £2500. Tel 01536 
485552 Office , 01858468820 Home 

BGA SCHEIBE SF25C FALKE. 1991 , 2 litre 
Limbach engine & variable pitch propeller in good 
condition. Approx 2500 flying hours, CofA until 
June 2003. Offers. Contact Dave Bullock for 
further in formation on 01869 357079 

DUO DISCUS, built 1994 Approx 1100 hours 2 
year old Cobra trailer. Price approx £61000 
depending on equipment. Available end May 
2002. John Birch Tel : 01279 777328 or 
john.birch@virgin.net 

The ideal present for any occasion! 

"All soaring pilots should have this book 

on their shelves" - George Moffat 


" Like Schweppes, it fizzes the whole way 

through" - Derek Piggott 


" Don't read it in public unless you are 

willing to make a spectacle of yourself 


laughing out loud" - Dave Allison 

"The funniest book ever written" - Platypus 


HOW TO BUY: see Tai/feathers, page 17 

Oxygen 630ltr botlie constant flow regulator £250. 
Diluter Demand regulator £300, Filser LX400GPS 
57mm panel hole £100 . 80mm Altimeter £100. 
80mm T/S 12 volt £100. Pye Westminster 5 
Channels portable case speaker, battery, 
aerial £100. Marconi RC666 5 channel car 
radio size £150. Tel : 01622 735063 Email : 
tony.moulang@virgin.net 

S&G's 1971 to 2001 , complete expect April/May 
2000. Only costs collection my home near 
Horsham, West Sussex ,. Derek Eastell 01403 
790442. Failing collection they go to tip September. 

ONE TENTH SHARE IN FOX Unlimited Class 
Aerobatic Two Seat Glider. Extendable wing 
option for soaring. £5000. Tel: 01869810809 

DUO DISCUS 1994, 480 hrs, 260 launches , 
LX4000 , Becker radio etc., M-H oxygen if required . 
Cobra trailer with usual rig and tow-out gear. 
Immaculate. Based Aboyne. Offers around 
£60,000 Tel : 01569 730687 

STD. CIRRUS, 2400 hrs, full panel, GPS, 720 
radio , oxygen, all mods , one man rigging aids , 
good trailer. £10000 ono. Stewart 01577 862262 

KESTREL 19 excellent condilion. Full competition 
panel , GPS linked to moving map and EW 
barograph. Icom 720, slim parachute, water 
ballast, canopy cover and tow-out gear. 
Refurbished twin axle trailer. £10500 Tel: 07802 
300816 

RETRIEVE VEHICLI;. Ideal mUltipurpose 4x4 
Subaru Legacy Estate Car, cruise motorways or 
cu t through countryside. Factory fitted towbar, air
conditioning and normal high spec. 1991 , average 
mileage so just run in. Excellent metallic maroon 
bodywork new MOT, new tyres, total reliability. 
£2500 gyfly@aol.com. 01934712110 

'~ 

/~~

Cotswold Gliders 

http://www.cotswoldgliders.co.uk 

HIGH QUALITY SPECIALIST WORK IN 
Carbon, kevlar and glassfibre, wood and metal. Alloy airframe repairs a speciality. 


All types of repair work undertaken, from minor trailer rash to large insurance claim . 

Kestre/lLibelle rudder and aileron drive rebuilds, also NDT testing of rudder drive. 


Motor glider engine approval. Machining facilities for wing pins, axles, etc.·Tig welding . 


If you require any of the above services, please contact us on any of the following 
Tel : Workshop 01993 779380 Fax 01993 779380 


Email : oHice@cotswoldgliders.co.uk 

Mobile No. 07944 885117 


or The Old Dairy, High Cogges Farm, High Cogges, Witney, Oxon. OX29 SUN 
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SF27A recovered in Diatex , XK10 vario, good alloy 
trailer. Offers. Tel : Chris 07974195307 

PAWNEE Pa 25-235 ( Tug) Serial nr. 25-7656125 
8/12/76 . Engine : 1918 h. Cell : 2434; In Good 
condition 29750 EUR. Call Belgium 
00.32.475291147 or 00.49 .1722170590 (Germany) 

15M GLIDER TRAILER GRP. £1200 ono. Tel: 
01384442815 

BOURN TWO DRUM WINCH WITH 
GUILLOTINE. Self propelled . All operations from 
within cab. Offers or looking for deal with K13 
trailer. Also Retrieve Winch available. Tel: Bill 
Burgess 07800 124041 

VEGA 17L FLAPPED. Full panel , oxygen , Dittel 
radio. Tinted canopy. Rigging and tow out gear. 
CofA February 2002. View Dunstable. Garrod 01189 
785577. 106607 .2673@compuserve.com 

PIPER PA-18-150 SUPER CUB. CofA September 
2004, low engine hours , Ceconite covered . 
Aerotow hook. Blackmore 01428 712665 Newbery 
01252614906 

OPEN CIRRUS 44:1 Nice condition , metal trailer, 
lull panel, oxygen, tow out gear. £9000 ono. Can 
be seen at Parham. Tel: 01243 820461 or 01732 
450262 

VENTUS A 15/16.6m in immaculate condition with 
new CofA and a superb performance of 49:1 at 
65kts. Never been broken or damaged but was re
gelled and overhauled in 1997. Complete outfit 
includes Winter va rio and ASI , LX4000 flight 
computer with GPS logger and vario , Dittel 720 
radio, Bohli compass , oxygen, parachute, tow-out 
gear and Komet trailer. Sensible offers to Dennis 
on 07768 603240, email dh@cdlfm.com or more 
details at http://www.cdlfm .com/ventus/hb.htm 

NIMBUS 2 that averaged 6,000 km/year for 16 
years within the UK! In very good condition with 
original Swabalac fini sh. Double paddle air-brakes 
plus drogue chute . Four piece wings for easy 
rigging . good aids, short metal trailer and tow-out 
gear. Panel includes Borgelt vario , speed-to-fly, and 
glide calculator, Bohli, T&S , AlH , radio and oxygen . 
£14.500. Mark erlund@hotmail.com <mailto :Mark 
erlund@hotmail.com> Tel 01522 534014. 

VENTUS B. A complete package including GPS, 
updated SNav, Becker 760 , oxygen , refinished 
gelcoat , covers , one man rigging , tow out , GT 
2000 trailer (the best). Detailed spec. Tel : (01732) 
452092 £22.5k o.n.o. 

DUO DISCUS, built 1994. Approx 11 00 hours. 2 
year old Cobra trailer. Price approx £61 ,000 
depending on equipment. Avavilable end May 
2002. John Birch , 01279 777328 or 
john.birch@virgin.net. 

Strong Enterprises 
Emergency parachutes 
Fully tested to TSO C-23b Cat C 

For details contact 
the UK Agent - Mike Woollard 
Tel: 01462-711934 

Mobile: 07974-106190 

Email: aeromikew@aol.com 
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SkylNings 
is the official monthly magazine 01 the 


British Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association. 

£27 per annum subscriptions from 


BHPA, The Old Schoolroom, Loughborough Road. 

Leicester, England LE4 5PJ. Tel: 01162611322 


11Itp:llteSl.ebrd .com/skywings/home.hlml 


--.-....
TOWBARS TO TRUST 
• EC Type Approved ban use all cor manufacturers fitting points 
• FiNing doe-$ not alfec t tho vehicle wOrTonty 
• 	 lifetima guororlf~ under I Witter Shield of Safety 


S&e Yellow Pages fo r your nearest 5pecja t i ~1 fitter o r stockist. 


WITTE.R TOWBARS, CHESTER CH5 2NY 

Tel 01244 284500 • web: www.wiHcr-lowbon co.uk 


BGA SCHEIBE SF2SC FALKE. 1991, 2 Litre 
Limbach Engine & variable pitch pro
peller in good condition. Approx 2500 
flying hours, CofA until June 2003. 
Offers. Contact Dave Bullock for further 
information on 01869 357079. 

K6E excellent condition , new panel with electric 
vario and radio , recently refurbished Schofield 
trailer , parachute, CofA April 2002 . £5500. Call 
01293 525981 

DG200, good condition , lull panel , hours 1990, 
launches 1327, metal trai ler, tow-out gear, 
offers around £9 ,000 , Jill 01428712587, 
jill@abbo.fslife .co.uk 

DG800b SLMG As new, very low hours. 
Available now. Too many ex ras to list , for 
full specification ring 01280 704974 or E mail:
duncan . mckay@ukonline .c o . uk 
<mailto :duncan.mckay@ukonline.co .uk> 

NIMBUS 3DT, No. 29 , based at Cambridge GC . 
3/16 share. GPS linked Cambridge S NAV. T 
hangar - always rigged. Excellent trailer. Was 
£12,000 - Offers please. Tel: Barry Atkinson 020 
76246974. 

PIK 20D 15 metre, 42:1 flapped glider, Glass Fibre 
Factory Trailer, full panel , chute, tow out gear, one 
man rigging, full or half share at Husbands 
Bosworth. Offers. Phone Nick Taylor 0116 
2793371 1 Simon Hogg 01327 262386 

S&G's 1960 - 2001 . Donation to Church Funds. 
Buyer collects . Offers to: Roy Bond, 10 Wychwood 
Avenue, Lymm, Cheshire, WA13 ONE 

LS8/18 Complete competition outfit , unblemished, 
1 owner, low hours , Cobra trailer. £44,000 Tel. 
01509890469 email :nggh@black-hawk-Itd .co.uk 

DG300 1400 hrs. 700 launches. Very good 
condition . £18000 o.n.o. Alan Garfield Tel/Fax: 
02084455513 

Ka6E. Aluminium trailer. New panel. XK10 
Vario/Averager. Refurbished fuselage and cockpit. 
Full rigging and tow-out kit. Offers. Tel: 020 
85606177 

TUTOR. Recovered wings , tailplane, rudder. CofA 
August 2002. 2nd National ladder 1989. Good 
alumin ium trailer. £2500 . Matching MOTOR 
TUTOR with permit. Totally rebuilt with Peacock 
V.W. engine - full permit. Closed trailer. Probably 
the best Motor Tutor around £4000 . Email : 
normanfjames@hotmail.comTel: 01858 880389 1 
07879076309 

OPEN CIRRUS 17.7m . Built 1969. Exceptional 
condition. Standard panel plus 10gger/GPS. CofA 
to January 2003. Good metal trailer with effective 
rigging aids and tow out gear. Phone Alan Jenkins: 
01295 758497 or 07802 403998 

DG 400 (4-48) 1983, 1600 hrs, 73 engine hrs , 2 
owners since new, RCA26AK horizon, mini TRS , 
mini altimeter, Filser LX5000FAI vario system . 
EDS electronic oxygen system, Dittel FSG60M 
radio , Irvin EB80 parachute , complete Mylarseals, 
Wedekind locking clips , Cobra trailer. Complete 
outfit as new. £37500 . Tel: 07850 600053 or 02892 
601142 

ASW 15B in good condition . One man rig , tow out 
gear, radio , speed director. Haff share £4500 . 
Based Bidford . Tel : 01926 747330 

PHENOMENAL VALUE - 35:1 performance 
DART 17R with full years CofA. All mods 
completed , fairly new Shirenewton Aluminium 
trailer, new parachute, panel mounted GPS, full 
instrument panel. Ideal first cross country glider. 
safe docile handling with performance through to 
Gold. £4000. Tel: Steve 01446 773010 or Brian 
01291621802 

Comfortable luxury touring caravan . 2 bertn 
Buccaneer Elan 15SK. Separate fac ilities , little 
used . Meticulously maintained. Cost £15 ,200 in 
1994 only £3800. Tel: 01993822287 

T61 F VENTURE motorglider, low engine hours , 
760 ch radio , excellent condition , always 
hangared. CofA to March 2003. £14 500 including 
a quantity of spares. Tel ; 07761 115361 or 
07850 600053. Email : Laurence McKelvie 
[laurence@ljmck.fsnet.co.uk] 
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For Sale at Bargain Price. Part Executors Sale, 

Pilalus B4 CYC No. 1904, Swiss made 1973. 

Retractable undercarriage, 1400 flying hours, 2180 

launches including trailer, modern parachute and 

barograph. £5000 for quick sale, no offers. Can be 

seen and flown (subject to insurance regulations) at 

East Sussex G.C., Ringmer, Nr Lewes, East 

Sussex. Tel: Barrie Gent 01323 504288 


SZD-55 550 hrs. New ColA , Peschges vario, NH 

Becker radio , SK parachute , AMF traile r, Always 

serviced by Roger Targell Sailplane Services at 

Nympsfield. 43: 1, 15 metre glider with flapped 

perlormance. £23 000 OVNO. Tel : 01452 724672 

Eve . Ema il gordon@heatwaves.lsneLcom Fax: 

01452721726 


ASW 27 (1996) Cenfis GPS/Nav, Cobra trailer, tow 
out gear, parachute and ba rograph. Half share £21 
000 based at Parham or whole £42 000. Tel Jim 
Rochelle 01403 242813 or Peter Henderson 
01732457837 

DUO DISCUS. Works number 146. Competition 
complete . Cobra Trailer. Single private owner. 
Contact: hugh@hughkindell.demon.co.uk or 
01252843956. 

NIMBUS 2B BGA4065, low hours and launches, 
full panet inc! VP3 Nav and 720 com, oxygen , 
Pfiler GRP trailer, parachute, one man tow out 
gear. £16750 ono . Email: Bird-noad@lineone .net 
or telephone 01622 743264 or 01689 828614 to 
view 

LASORS 2002 - published by the CAA, this 
is an advisory document for pilots of all light 
and sporting aviation giving details of the 
licences admin, standards and operating 
requirements together with the answers to 
frequently asked questions on all aspects of 
flight crew licensing . . ... £10.00 

Order online @ 

www.gliding.co.uk or 
Tel: 01162531051 

DISCUS B Re-fin ished '97 . cockpi t re-fit last 

year. Like new. Available end July. Basic 

ins truments & aluminium trailer. £26500 ono 

blurrymike@freezone.co. uk 07752 615368 


IS29 metal single seater with instruments , 
parachute and trailer. Constructed in 1973 with 
only 500 hours . Offers around £2500. Tel: 01536 
485552 Office, 01858 468820 Home 

SZD 30 PIRAT 1970 15M in very good condition. 

Aluminium trailer. £2250 ono. For full details on 

instruments or any other information. Tel : 01562 

637086 or 0775 9602405 


WANTED 

TRAILER. Suitable for Skylark 4 . Must be 
roadworthy. Minimum length 25ft 6.ins. Neil 01536 
770861 Email : coppercare@btinterneLcom 

Solo Glider Pilot seeks others with a view to 

forming a soaring group in the Sheffieldl 

Chesterfield area. No training. Tel : 0114 2652942 


WANTED SLINGSBY T21 , Grasshopper, Prefect, 

T31, for Static Restoration by Museum for Air 

Training Corps Exhibition . Tel : Vaughan 0121 357 

5780 Daytime. 


Wanted reasonably priced two seat glider 

Blanik or what have you . Email : 

kk007c9304@blueyonder.co.uk Tel: 07721 384682 


GLIDER/AIRCRAFT 

INSURANCE? 


Contact: 
Tony Fidler 

Glider pilot for 35+ years 
40+ years insurance 

experience 
Telephone/fax/write to : 

ANTHONY FIDLER & CO 
INSURANCE CONSULTANTS 
27 High Street, Long SuHon 

Spalding, Lines PE12 90B 


Tel: 01406 362462 

Fax: 01406362124 
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Soaring in 
South Africa 

Follow the Sun to South Mrica 
this Winter for an unforgettable 

Soaring Experience 

• 	 Brilliant Weather 
• 	 Fantastic Value for your Pound 

• 	 Same Time Zone 
• 	 Convenient overnight flights 

• 	 Many other unique holiday 
options 

www.soaring-safaris.com 
Dick Bradley Tel: +27123611761 
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SFS PC The Soaring SimuJator 
Ideal for glider pilots 
Excellent simulator program with aCCUr3te 

characteristics... sailplanes to choose ftom 
SG-233, KA-8, LS-8 & ASWl7. Free flight, 
pl;Jnned tasks. user configurablc weather 
ICAO map for task planning 

SOARINGSIMV4 £39.95 

Designed by glider pilots for use by glider pilots 

Available LOGBOOKGLlDING £6.95 

[" - . - - .. -.
CAA UK VFR Chart :Series 

Updates, 

£12.99 
Chart 

1:500,000 

New Edition Expected Date 

Southern England 28 
Northern England 25 

Scotland 21 

London Heli Routes 9 

1:250,000 

Central England 4 

England South 6 

England East 4 

Borders 3 

West & South Wales 3 

Scotland East 3 

Scotland West 

Northern Ireland 2 

UK VFR Flight Guide 2002 

UKAIM 2002 

23 Mar 2002 

16 May 2002 

available 

available 

available 

I B April 2002 

available 

available 

July 2002 

Aug 2002 

Sep 2002 

available 

available 
Summer 2002 

Camelback 
Large range of portable water carriers 
Ideal for cross country flights 
Worn as a rucksack, leaving hands (ree 

Classic 1.5L CB I .sS U7 99 
Classic 2.0L CB2.0S £39.95 
Slingshot 1.4L CBSUG £41.95 
Standalone Unbottle 2.0L CBUNB20 U9.95 
Standalone Unbottle 3.0L CBUNB30 £32.95 
Big Bite Valve CBVALVE £5.95 

DYNAFOAM Cushion Pads 
All dynafoam pads are 41 Ox46Omm square. Larger sheet sizes 
available and custom thickness can be supplied to order. 

OYNAFOAM Pad Il.Smm DF05 £19.95 
DYNAFOAM Pad 25mm OF 10 £2],50 
OYNAFOAM Pad 50mm OF20 01 .99 

Glider Tripod Wing Support 
Heavy duty with adiusrable height 
Rugged stable base 

Panel Installations 

o.w-"... a.,. 
IWowOS 0.99 
£2S.£100 £l.99 
0--(100 (4.99 

Dismantles to fit in trailer 

RD/wS £ I 15.00 

Glider Towing Arm 
Foldable 
Heavy duty cantil~er type 
sOmm [OWing hitch 

RD{TA £ II 5.00 

Glider Wing Dolly 
Incorporates gas strut sprung suspension 
Specify glider type when ordering 

RD/WD £249 00 

Instrument Packages 
and Installations 
We spKiaUse In ;avIonics ~nd Ill$trument 
pa(:kages and 1n5uJlatlons. 2002 glider 
InsaIations and ~ IncludeVenIlJS leT. 
Duo DiscusT and DGS05;and CAl ~ 
goes b;Kk over 20 yan! 
For expert advice, the largest range of UK· 
located stock and the n-c~ pnces, 
ull us today or e-mail B~me Elliott u : 
barrie@afeonllne.com 
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